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L 1. ce World has equal "2 I 
D boeere in learning the 
WW. iN 7 Tas BY Christian Sentiments. prox 
= wn TJ, per for. che different States 
of Suſfferings thre. which 
Ve may paſs ; and amidſt the fevers 
Tiibulations, to which the; Life off 
Man is obnœwious, We cannot too much 
ecuſtom ourſelves to the Practice of 
Virtues, of which every Chriſtian would 
wiſh,' at the Hour of his Death, to have _ f 
bad contracted a holy Habit, in orden 
| to be in 4 Condition to "ſuſtain the hard I 
— andi terrible Trials which” precede and 
attend that laſt Moment of our Life, 
Ka 7113 3 A 2 In 
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certain than De 255 Ns moe com 


mon than the Infirmities and Suffering 


- which are the Forerunners of i it, nothing 
more dreadful and terrible than the Judg- 
ment of a God which follows it; thets 
three Objects require all the Attention 
of a Chriſtian, and he ought often to 
call them to mind during his Health, 
to diſpoſe himſelf to bear, with Merit, 
the Afflictions and Sufferings of this 
Life, to receive Death with a Spirit of 
Obedience, and to look on his Submiſ: 
ſion to the Judgment of the Lord as a 
Part of his Crown. 

I muſt confeſs that theſe Objects are 
enough to ſhake the Conſtancy uf mor- 
tal Man; but it belongs to Chriſtian 
Prudence and Wiſdom to foreſee the 
Evils which he cannot avoid, that by 
this Foreſight he may guard againſt what- 
ever ſurpriſes, frightens and overwhelms 
thoſe who are found unprepared. Let 
us add ſtill, that if a Chriſtian does not 
take care to anticipate and excite in his 
own Heart by ſerious Reflexions the Sen- 

mo timents 
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The 25 R 2 E 0 E. "oj i 
timents in W hich he would ih 
it he do not W himſelf to this 

during the Days of his Life and Health, 


if his Memory be not 61d with theſe 


holy Thoughts, if his Heart be not 


penetrated with theſe lively Affections, 


if he do not contract a Habit of the one : 
and the dau that he ny, be able to 


SL I + ©% 


ble 2 at th Hout of Death, which has 
always appear'd formidable to the greateſt 
Saints, it will be morally impoſſible for 
him, without a very ſpecial Grace, to 
have them then. 
It is true, that a Prieſt full of Zeal | 
and Religion will endeavour to inſpire 
him with them, by engaging him to 
pronounce after him Acts of Contrition 
for his Sins, of the Love of God, of 
Confidence i in his Goodneſs, of Submiſ- 
ſion to his Orders, of Patience in the 


Pains. be ſuffers, of Detachment from 


the Life he is going to loſe: But how 


f many dying People, who through the 


Neglect of accuſtoming, themſelves du- 
xing Life to form in their Heart the 
| A 3 SGentiments 


A ets 5 


a — —— 2 n 


11 Hour of D Death, have 2 THe the Echo oH. 
Pain ci. which the Royal Prophet ſpeaks) no. 


to exerciſe, in time, his Mind and his. 
Heart in thoſe Sentiments of Reli- 


well: ] 


FSentiments will naturally lead him to 2. 


e 


other Share in the Words of the Prieſt 
but the Fidelity to repeat them. How 
advantageous then it is to a Chriſtian. 


gion, in order. to prepare himſelf to 4225 | 


+ * 


But this, gelt eben of interior 


ſecond as neceſſary in time of Sickneſs; 

with regard-to the exterior Means which. 
he ought to make uſe of to avoid the: 
fatal Conſequences of an tinhappy | 
Moſt fick People ſeek, with great Eaper- 


| neſs, from the Skill of Phyſicians, the. 


Remedies of which God has given them. 
a Knowledge for the Comfort of the 
Body, uncertain What the Succeſs = 
be. But a Chriſtian who has accuſtom'd 
himſelf to look on Sickneſs and Death, 
in the Light which, his Faith , repreſents. | 
them, ſeeks ſtil with more. Gre in the 
Relig Sion he Proſelles, the wholeſome 

| Remedies. 


3 PREFACE, 1 

i Remedies which, Jeſus Chriſt has mer: 
Eifully inſtituted r the certain Cure of: 
his Soul, and which will likewiſe 'fur- 
niſh him with powerful Weapons'to ſuf- 
tain the laſt Conflicts that frighten the 
moſt Reſolute at the Hour of Death. 
Now it is in the Sacraments of Pe- 
nance, of the Euchariſt and Extreme- 
Unction that Jeſus Chriſt conveys to us 


theſe ine, and 15 tary Nene 
dies. 1 oy 
As'to the Uſe of he two wilt of theſs 


| Lacraments, the Sick and Infirm ought 

often to confeſs their Sins and receive 
the Holy Communion, according to the 
Advice of their Director, when their 
Infirmity or Sickneſs is of long Conti- 
nuance, They will find, in reading the 
Chapters on Confeſſion and Communion; 
the Sentiments proper to diſpoſe them 
for obtaining and preſerving, the e 
a alles by theſe two Sacraments. 
As to the Sacrament of bens 
Y Paktion,” in order to have the moſt 
proper Diſpoſitions for receiving it, and 
not defer thinking of it to the "Laſt Ex- 
SET A EN tremity, 
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The PREFACE: 


tem ity, we ou; 3 ourſelves 
before-hand hy- Mean reading the 
Chapter that treats of this Sacrament, and 
All our. Minds with the Ideas, and our 
= Hearts with the Expectation of the great 
is Graces it beſtows, in order. to receive a 
i more plentiful Infuſion of them at. the 
Hour of Deatn. 
7 I add that a Chriſtian, vhs tr: 
according to. the Advice of the Holy 
| Ghoſt, to think often of Death, is (till 
more obliged to it when he is Infirm 
or Sick, that ſo. he. may the more eaſily 
ſubmit. to the Sentence which condemns 
all. Men to it, and with the ſpeedy: Exe- 
 Ccution of which he is then threaten'd, 
| It cannot therefore but be very. ſalutary 
| to a ſick Perſon to read often the Chapter 
on the Acceptance. of Death; for as 
much as he will find,, in the readipg of 
the ſix firſt Chapters of this Book, Sen- 
timents that will engage him to practiſe, 
the Virtues neceſſary for the State of Suf. 
fering wherein it pleaſes God to place 
bim; he will alſo find, in the reading of 
chis laſt, and. the three following Chap 
ters, 
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ters, Motive J that, will, indu Ain. to 
| renounce, the preſent. Life, to figh. after 
4 the next, to make a Sacrifice to God of 
all that is moſt dear to him in this 
World, to change Pain into Grace, and 
the moſt ſevere Chaſtiſement. of Sin into 
Merit, Reward, and a Crown of Glory. 
The Sick ought often to Have Re- 
courſe to the Protection of the Saints, 
and particularly of the Holy Virgin Mary, 
whom the Church calls the Health of 
the Infirm, and the Queen of all the 
Saints, in order to obtain, by their Prayers 
and Interceſſion, the Grace to undergo 
the Trials of T ribulation, which they 
ſuſtain'd till Death; that they may one 
Day join with, them in Heaven in 
publiſhing the Mercies of God, who 
has graciouſly. 1 vouchſafed to ſanctify their 
Sufferings by the Merits of thoſe of his 
Son our Saviour. 7 
The Chapters and Articles of this 
Book will perhaps ſcem to ſome, of too 
great a length for the Sick and Infirm. 
Baut beſides that ſuch who are viſited 
P. with one. Illneſs, or habitual Infirmities, 
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en in a Day arg may divide the, 
= and ſtop at different Places according to. 
Wo the Nature of their Sufferings. 
wo What has been hitherto aid of | theſe-. 
Chriſtian Sentiments * Was a ſufficient- 
Motive to induce me to. tranſlate them 
into our Language for the Benefit of: 
my Countrymen, . Beſides, as. the Salva- 
tion, of Mankind was the End of N. 
Locarnatien, Sofferings and Death 0 
Ehriſt, of the Mifon of the Apolt! 
and other Apoſtolical Men; and is th 
| that of the Preaching, Exhortatians, Ho- 
wilies and other Writings of the Teachers. 
of the Holy Catholick Church, Las one 
of her Members, tho” unworthy, thought, 
it incumbent on me to contribute as far. 
as the Slenderneſs of my Capacity would. 
permit, in promoting ſo happy and glo- 
i rious an End: And as the Subject of. 
1 the following Sentiments is new and 
Wl! methodically handled, 'and the Truths 
1 f contain'd i In them ſo. neceſſary, 1 pitch'd;| | 
1 upon them as the, moſt; proper for. m my. 3 
— agg moſt uſefal for my Fellow. 
. Subjects, 


* > 
ad. LM. 


wr PREFACE 


"SE eſpecnally..the Poor, and heat 
as have not the Opportunity. of. hw 
WH offen viſited in their Infirmities. and Sick- 
neſs by a Prieſt. If throꝰ Inadvertency 
any Error in Faith or Morals has crept 
into this Book I: retract it beforehand, 

and entirely ſubmit m yſelf to the Judg- 
15 ment of my lawful 80 periors, who re- 
preſent, with regard to me, the Holy 
Catholic Apoſtolick and Roman Church: 

But if any Fault in the Impreſſion, or 
otherwiſe, has eſcaped me, the Reader is. 
| pray'd to, charitably correct it with his: 
Pen, and if it pleaſe God to give a 
Bleſſing ta this Edition it will be amended: 
in the next. I have no more to ſay, but 
to earneſtly beg my Reader, that in Ac- 
knowledgment of the Fruit he may reap 
by the reading of this Book, he wilt: 
remember me in his Prayers, eſpecially 
when he aſſiſts at the mal Holy. Sacri- 

tige of the MAS. . | 
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7 N the firſt te "EP is; 1 
ig to a ſick Perſon of the 
ger he is in, whether proceed 
ing from the Symptoms 
220 immediate De bs Es Prog og: 
noſticks which. bode. a. Life of 
Pain. and lingering. Infirmity ;; he ought. in- 
ontinently to lift un bis Eyes towards Hea- 
en,. from whence are to be. 2 the 
Puccours neceſſary for every Infirm or Sick 
Perſon. After having choſen a skilful. Perſon 
> preſcribe the Remedies proper for his Ill: 
eſs,, becauſe the Law of Nature prohibits 
Ko neglect. them on ſuch Occaſions ; he ought 
to propoſe to leave the Event of it to the 
ill of God, and to throw himſelf entirely 
ato the Arms, of his Providence. But in 
rder to do this the more effeQually, he 
Ned immediately to put in arder his Do- 
eſtick Affairs, and diſpoſe in time, by Will, 
Whilſt his Mind is free and capable of Appli- 
dation, of the temporal, Goods which 92 


— 


"Ss, 9 P "have GED - 2 * 


den t * Siren. . 


ö e o him for his Uſe during his. | 
—_ Life ; perſuaded that this Diſpoſition will be. 
2 Means to procure him that Tranquility of, 
5 ar ſo neceflary to ſuffer and die like 4 1 
iſtian, and to detach him from all 1 
tion to Creatures, the Separation from 
is the more violent, and more 9 at 
the Hour of Death, as it is not then the 
time to begin to know the Vanity of them, 
and that the N which tie hs 4 them 
do then more ſtro captivate the : 
Let him Herd . is Will 1 ” the 4 
Preſence of God and in ſo jul * Al 
that it be look'd upo thoſe wha 8 
may have Intereſt in it, as el an Ad oi 9 
J ice and Religion. 1 
An Act of Juſtice, that will ſupply che | 
_ Deficiency of all the Obligations he may i 
be: under to make Reſtitution of ill-gotten 1 
Goods, in which he might have fand thro?! 
Forgetfulneſs or otherwife during. his Life; 
that will ſecure to his lawful Heirs what 43 
| the Law orders him to leave them, to his if 
Friends and thoſe who had aſſiſted him by 
their ſpiritual or corporal Services, Marks MW 
8 his Fe and. A e ap by} 
eaving them Legacies as atitude requires 
in ſuck © Caſts. * e 4 
An Act of Religion, which, after having 
given up into the Hands of God the Poſſeſ- 
on of his Perfon and Life, out of Homage: 
to his. ſupreme Grandeur, will engage him 
to conſider , in the Perſon of the Poor. that 
of his aimable Sayiour, whom the Exceſs off 
his Love for him has made to deſcend em 
| the 
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© Boſom of his Father, to ſanctify Makes 
his e during his Life, and to open the 
Fates of Heaven for him aſter his Death, 
y the Merits of that which he ſuffer d on. 


W | fe Croſs, That he may therefore become 
Wa Coheir of the Kingdom of Jeſus Chriſt, 
. Et bim order that. the Poor may be Coheirs. 
| Pf a Part of his Subſtance; prefer their Vo] 
me end Prayers for the Eaſe of his Soul, to the 


Expences of à pompous Funeral, a' thing 
Fe conformable to the Spirit ot _ 
. lanity, :: ont 12 eee of; 8 175 + ed a3 
882075 havitig put 9 55 to his wemapbeat 
Affairs, und Eule every thing that may 
rouble che Peace of his Soul, let him, for 
future, have no other Occupation, but 
p turn his Eyes after the Example of Davzd, 
owards the holy Mountains, from. whence. 
Lord grants: His Protection and Sutcour. 
o all thoſe that implore it in their Aftitions _ 
Caſting his Eyes afterwards on chat other 
15 and vifible Mountain, | where, thro” the 
ercy. of God, he had the Happineſs to be 


1. baptiz d and educated; I mean the Holy 
ib Catholick Apoſtolica and Roman Church, 
4 n which alone Salvation is to be found, 


where Heaven grants to Men the Graces. 
eceſſar for . and Within 
hoſe he ought: tö wiſh to die with the 
ame "Stedfaſtieſs! that be had always lived ia 


122” Per. Let him beg of her then to open in 
him is Favour the Treaſure df Graces, of which 
that The is the Depoſitory, to adminiſter often to 
6 off him the Sacrament of Penance: and the Eu- 
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long Continuance; otherwiſe the latter by 


; Way of Viaticum, and likewiſe the Extr er e- ** 


Unction whilſt he is in his perfect Senſes, 
that he may receive it with the Preſence 
of Mind and Devotion becoming that Sa- 
ent!!! WH 30 049102 1 BA 
If it ſhould pleaſe the Goodneſs: of God 
to grant him his Senſes to the laſt Moment 
of his Life, let him beg of his Confeſſor, or 
ſome diſcreet Perſon in his Abſence, to re- 
move all: uſeleſs Perſons from his- Preſence, 
who by their tumultuous Motions and Noiſe; 
or by: the Tears which their Tenderneſs for 
him ſhould make them ſhed, might troubl> | 
his Mind, and divert it from thinking con- 


Tn, 


tinually of God; telling them, that he wants 
nothing more from. their Charity but their 
Prayers, and that they will render him a 
double Service, if they pleaſe to offer them 
to God for him, at the Foot of the Altar if 
in the Day time, or in ſome private Place iff 
in the Night; and fo to procure him. the Reſt 
and Silence neceſſary to hear and reliſh the 
Chriſtian Sentiments; in which he ought to 
be at preſenting his Soul to the Lord... | 
But if on the contrary God ſhould per- 
mit he ſhould loſe the Ufe of his Senſes, 
the Aſſiſtants are defired to read the Prayers 
of the Church for fuch as. are in their Agony, 
and to continue the good Offices of their 
Charity, until he renders. his Soul into the 
Hands of God his Creator and Redeemer. 
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ent STIAN in Vickneſs fr to Gop's, Appoimt- 
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SI atiente neceſſary for - a Comer in us 

an Beate 40 Sickneſs, ky 41 dau ht Gyan 0 ; 
on- C H A . m7." W 4 
a 0 be Le of SUFFERINGS, a Henle if Co" 5 
na allen Lim a Sick CHRISTIAN. 20 
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5 : = 4 enn in Sickneſs the! Front | | | 
che LM Love PAS Ora 85 Note 1 
t tog . H 4 p. PE 
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aſes, Hs TTA N in the Languors of e, Ma 
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45. aud. Sengments pf Renarice'] pre ger r 
«CHRISTIAN in 8 7 to " diſpoſe imſelf 
For confeſſing his Sins, in Confideration of 
the rigorous. Account. he is bo give at = 


Hen YH Ixsus Cunlsr, @ 8.8 
Yr ery 


recei des in putting 


2 a to «the Hai of his Conſcience 
Page 105 
c R A . VIII. 


Has and Sentiments of aCnxicTian in 
«Sickneſs to excite himſelf, after Con feſſion, 
to bear bis Sufferings with the View- of F 


ſatisfying the. Divine Fuſtice for his. Sins, 
51 bieh For Mercy of Gop, has Eau en Him. : 
2 1761 
Wo” ee 
Ad. and Sentiments of 4 es 


Sickneſs, in order to Prepare himſelf for. 
\ "the Holy Piaticum, by which he deſires 10 Z 


repair the Faults of preceding Communions, 
and Helle eſs within "ROI ene 
1 7 eternal Le. 1 42. 


G H A P. IN. 


0 Al, and Sentiments of + 2 HIM * Ac 
A hnowledgment of L (CHRISTIAN in Sie 
wth A receiving the Vi iaricum, in a0! 


4 


0 r K N 


440 intirely 6 646931 himſelf to Ixsus Cunlsr 


n ' conſunmating bis Sacr i Me., os ki Tags; 139 
CHAP. XL. | 
Exerciſe of t the Faith of a CHRISTIAN in 


. Sickneſs, to animate him 10 Suffer with 
atience the E vils which . environ him out 


| "of Fear of the Pains with which we. are 


** W 1, 12 
1 —> 


A P. XH. 


Exerciſe of the Hopes of a CHRISTIAN int 
8 ichueſs, ro raiſe the Defires of his Heart 
. 2owvards Heaven, and to fortify his. Courage 
in his Pains, in View of the eternal Hap- 
pines of which they are abe Seed and Price. 


160 


c AP. XIII. 


Baereiſe of the Charity of a CRU TAN in 

Siclneſi, in order to make him find Jey in 
His Sufferings, hy locking on them as:a new 
Mark. of the Love Gon far him; as his 


of his Love OP. Out | * 


ann TE 


: | 
Lans "Gy H. FE) 6 * 4 n 


Ads and Sentiment of a CHRISTIAN before 
the E Himes Ugg on the new Spiri- 


tual 


ll Death, and to look upon himfel If as a 
Vidtim that ought to-liue in ExpeAtation of 


braten d after Death. e 
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* ual 405 Corporal S UCCOUTS whi A 4 Fas sus 
Cnxklsr prepares for him in that Sacra- 
ment, againſt the Anguiſhes of Death and 

© -Aſſeults of the Devil, Page 184 


S XV. 


2 and Sentiment of a CunIsTian after 
the Extreme-Un&ion in order to reap the 
whole Fruit of this Sacrament, by the Ap- 
Plication be makes US it to all the Powers 
F his Soul and Body, © © 192 


C A p. XVI. | 
Loft Penance f 4 CunisrIAx in Sichnefs 
by "the humble Acteptance- he makes of the 


Deurb to which Gop renden him, and 
* the Ci reumflances i in which it fhall pleaſe 8 


ee 


Sor to take away his Liſe. 201 


901 en i A p. XVII. 


Necourſe of a CnRISTTAN, In his Agony, 75 
the Interceſſion of the Saints," 10 beſeech them 
to alain fur him the \powerful Succour 
Alete he fiands in need , and to receive 
Him into the eternal Tabernacles, ARTS > 


455 Doctrine of the Kerr FATHERS, "> 
I" Hell and Ne 81": a 


* EY & 7 N 188 
Air: a bo tt en I 
* 


LO Cunrartan 
d a+ 3% | | 


For Sick — Taform People n 5 
ſanctiſy cheir Souls in their Wlinefs, 
and prepare themſelves for a happy 


+l Death, expreſſed in the E ords of 
1 | Ser e and the' Fathers.” + 
61 — — — — 


0 A r. 1. 
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2 A ACCEPT, O my ; G68, _ 

2 85 Infirmity, sickneſs, Pin and 1 

I Death, which according to thy Baruch. CY A 
RS Will muſt ſucceſſivehy undergo j;* 9. | 

SS=zSD to render thy Sovereign Gran- 

deur the Glory, Homage and Obedience TS 

owe it: I confeſs it is of Thee alone, Woo 

art the immortal and eternal God, I 3 

my Life-and-Being, 1 2 that it is ba Beit 1. 81 


Jiu xi. 


=: Fecl, ü. 


£2 


neſs and Death, I muſt acknowledge*thy ab- 
| ſolute Dominion over me; is it not juſf that 


| 4 m3 Submiſſion in every. State to which it 
_  pleaſtth Thee to reduce me? Ts it not juſt 
that I ſhould pay due Homage to the Great- 


mine? Is it not juſt that by the Loſs of my 
| thine, and that I ſhould look upon myſelf 


Glory? ? . 


that is to finiſh it, what thou ſaidſt of the 
Sickneſs and Death of Lazarus, that thou 


8 5 + -4 ; . . = 5 n 
mit me to offer them to him, in union with W 4 
F 


Providence; to enter into his Deſigns, to 
know that I am always under his Care, and 


» 
883 4 £ WW « 


the Execution of what he ſhall ordain ſo 


YT 


IS IAN SENTIMENTS, Cc. 


8 
1 


I. ſhould reſpect thy Supreme Authority by 


neſs of thy Being by the Annihilation of 


Life, I ſhould honour the Immortality of 


as a Victim that is to be ſacrificed to thy 


Say, O my Jeſus, of the Affliction IJ am | 
in, what thou formerly ſaidſt of the Afflie- 
tion of the Man born Blind; and of that of 
ſo many Saints, Men and Women, whoſe 
Liſe, was but Croſſes, Pains and Afflictions, 
that thou haſt not permitted and ordained WM - 
it ſo, but to learn me to acknowledge and 


confeſs my Dependance upon Thee; Say, 


f 

; 

O Lord, of my Sickneſs and of the Death IW .; 
1 


haſt not permitted the one and the other it 
but to manifeſt the Glory of God; and per- 


thy Sufterings and Death. What a Motive 
ef Conſolation it is to me to follow the h. 
Lord, to find I am in the Order of his 


in his paternal Hands, and that whatever 
may happen to me, thro' him, will be ſalu- 
tary to me; and ſo to wait patiently for 

me, 


* 


— 


Tux 1157 AN SENTIN EN" 8, We. 


-me, and reſign mule to his merciful Will 1 
= -tho' repugnant to ature! What an Advan- 
tage it is to me to ſacrifice my Life for the 
Honour and Service of my God] What a 
| -Happineſs it is to me to give him a Proof 
of my Obedience by my Death, and thereby 
b Ed him the Glory due to his Holy 
Name! I accept it then with a Spirit of 
Homage and Obedience, and Jam willing, 
O Lord, to begin this ve * Moment the 
Oblation of myſelf by my Submiſſion to all 
the Sufferings it ſhall Ceaſe thee: to ſend me, Mat. xi. 
in Expectation of conſummating it by my 2 


Death, which will Properly conſtitute the 
| -Effence of -4t, | | 
Oh! my God, is it not from - thy er. Bee. xi. 
ble Hand that equally come both Good and 14. ; 
Evil? Is it not Thou, who wiſely diſpenſeſt = 
the one and the other, and always with a 
View to ſanctify and ſave us? What! after 
having received Life and Health from thee, 
is it not reaſonable to receive Sickneſs and 
Death itſelf when it ſhall pleaſe thee to ſend I 
it? Is it not Thou, who caufeſt the heavi- 2 K. 
neſs of our Heart in the ſorrowful Da 
Affliction, as well as Joy in thoſe 1 8 
Favours and Gifts! Nothing then has 9 — 
happened to me of Good or Evil but what 
2 thee, O Lord; and who am I, that ape, 
ſhould oppoſe thy Deſigns, or that I ſhould 
complain of thy Conduct towards me? Thou 
haſt not permitted my Birth into this World 
but on Condition to depart it the Moment 
appointed by thy Providence; and the cor= 
po ants} of which thou haſt framed 


"SR my 


Nenn SenTIMENTS; Et. 


my Body, daily warns me by the Miſeries 
it is prefſed with, of its approaching Ruin 
and Deſtruction. 1 am intirely thine; thy 
ni. Power over me is abſolute; if it pleaſe thee 
to deliver me from the Evils I am over- 
whelmed with, Thou canft do it; all things 
obey Thee in Heaven and on Earth; be 
then the Sovereign Diſpoſer of my Lot. * 
ſubſcribe to whatever it ſhall pleaſe thee to 
ordain for me, and reſign myſelf in every 
thing to thy adorable, Will; thrice happy 
for me to give thee Marks of my Attach- 
ment and Refpects at the Price of what is 
dcareſt to,me in this World. On my Bed 
while oppreſſed with Pain, I ſhall often ſay 
to myſelf: It is the Hand of God that ſtrikes 
me, it is his Will 1 ſhould ſuffer: Ought I 
not then to be perfectly ſubmiſſive to his 
Orders, and to eſteem myſelf content in 
the State wherein himſelf has placed me, 
ſeeing he is the fitteſt to make me know his 
Power and my own Nothing? Do not all 
_ the Members of my Body owe to their 
Creator the Homage of ſufkering for Him? 
Ougght T not to think it an Honour to carry, 
by Sufferings, the Marks of thoſe of my Sa- 
viour? Ought I to heſitate at becoming, by 
Sickneſs and Death, a Victim to the loty | 
of a God, who for my Salvation has been 4 
Victim on Moum-Calvary ? 
But while I 9 O Lord, that by 
Sickneſs and Death, I pay thy Sovereign 
Irandeur the Homage 1 owe it, I hope at 
the ſame time, to render thy Juſtice, by the 


| one and the ers the Satilaction due to it 
; for 


S 
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for my Sins; and this is another Motive ſor : 
me of "intirely ſubmitting to thy Orders how-. 
ever rigorous they may ſeem to be. 1 
Ves, O Lord, I believe the Afflictions I. 
am ſurrounded with are the juſt Penalty of 
| my Diſobedience; I believe Sickneſs and. | 
Death are the Conſequence and Chaſtiſement St. al 4 
of Sin; I accept of and ſubmit to them out 
of a thorough Conyiction of my being a 
Sinner, not only originally, and by my Birth, Rom. v. 
but by Will, Deliberation and Malice. I Eccl. iv. 
acquieſce to the dreadful Sentence pronounced 3 Reg. i it, 
againſt all Men; I am willing to walk in 
the. may common to all -Fleſh.; I. conſent. [. 
that m Body ſhould be nit with the 
Bains — mee iſh of Death, ſurrounded. 
with the OE of the Grave, and trod- 
den under foot as a Worm of the Earth. 
I confeſs, O Lord, that to reflect on this. 
State according to Fleſh and Blood is very St. Org. 
ſhocking to Nature; but tis this. very ſame 
ſinful Nature ſo often revolting — thee, 
whoſe Ruin, Downfall and Deſtruction I St. Thom. 
conſent to. For it is juſt, that he who de- 44: i. F 
viates from good Order, by Diſobedience, Fart. g. 
ſhould be reduced by n tis juſt, Xe 7 Tl 
that he who ſtrays from God by Pride, Ive. 1. 
Hou return by the Humiliation: of Infir-. 
tis juſt, that the Bitters of Sickneſs. 
ſhould ſucceed the, deceitful Sweets of Vo- gt. 4x. 
luptuouſneſs; tis juſt, that Puniſhment ſhould. 
y, follow Guilt; that the Pleaſure proceeding  _ 
n from Sin ſhould be puniſhed with Pain; and 
at 751 25 il Uſe 2 Life e end .* 
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CiRIs1 TIAN SENTIMENTS, Sr. 


This is, O Lord, the moſt neceſſary and 


moſt ſuitable Petiance for a Sinner as I am ;. 
and as I believe it is. what thy Juſtice ap- 
Points and chuſes for me, 1 

with Submiſhon > for the. Expiation of my 
Faults. g 
Can J, O Loid; make thee a greater 8a 
tisfaQtion than this * Wouldft thou Judge me | 
according to wry 06% „ Wouldſt thou pro- 


embrace it. 


nounce a ſeverer Judgment againſt me, than 
that of reducing me to the low and painful 


Condition Cain in & Wouldſt thou conſume 


and deſtroy me for the Sins of my Youth ?“ 
Remember, O my God, thou haſt told me 


by a Prophet, that thou baſt not Pleaſure in, | 


the loſs of a Sinner; that when thy Juſtice. 
ſtrikes him, it is not to deſtroy, but to hum 
ble and wound him in ſuch a Manner, as 


he may be ſenſible of his Humiliation A 


Woun I give thee Thanks then for 


having humbled my Pride by the ſeveral 
Evils that encompaſs me; I confeſs it is thro* 
an Effect of thy Love for ſinful Man, that 


without wronging thy Juſtice, thou wouldſt 


that Sickneſs and Death which in the Law 


of Nature, were the Penalty and Chaſtiſe- 


ment of Sin, ſhould. in the Law of Grace 
become a Remedy and a Sacrifice for Sin it 
felf. Excluded by my Crimes from the ce 
leſtial Inheritance, what Goodneſs is it of 
a God to recall me to it by the ſalutary Diſ- 


cipline He uſes towards me? Rebellious to 


the Commands of a Father as good as he is 
jauſt, ought I not to fear rather to be diſin- 


berited from his F amily, than. chaſtiſed by 


his 
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tes amen. ot cx O44 ad. oe os. So oewds co os 
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HF CuhnrsTian SENTIMEN TS, Oc, 
his Hand? When I behold his only Son ſo 


LY 


a God, ought I not to eſteem myſelf happy, 
to be humbled: after his Example? When I 
7 behold the Son of God cloath himſelf with 


upon himſelf, out of Love for me, the Pu- 
niſhment due to my Sins, deliver himſelf up 
to the Dolors and Death of the Croſs, in 
order to obtain my Reconciliation with his 
Father, and reſtore me to the Right of his 
Inheritance, ought-I not to accept all man- 
ner of Evils, and unite them to his, ſo to 
render them falutary to: me? 
O my Jeſus, how happy am I to have 
been born under the Law of Grace and 
Love.! Tis Thou who haſt been deſtined, 


7 r 8 _ Fa 


Pa ARE HRS I 
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thy Blood, and by the Price of thy Death: 
By obeying him even fo far as to die upon 
the Croſs, thou haſt finiſned the Work of 
my Salvation; and thou haſt promiſed me 


Sickneſs. What other Acknowledgment can 
I make Thee of this double Favour, O my 


Example, all the Evils that come from thy 


All Mankind before thy Birth, O my Sa- 


. e 


my Miſeries, eſpoufe my Weakneſſes, take 


feverely dealt with, tho“ exempt from Sin, 
can I who am Guilty refuſe Puniſhment, or 
even murmur at it? When T behold my 
Pride humbled by the proper Humiliation- of 
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Heaven, if in Imitation of thy Obedience, 77:4. v. - 
I accept of and ſuffer patiently the Pains ß 


Jeſus, but to heartily embrace, after thy E/. cxv. 


viour, were condemned to the ſame Exils Eccl. ii. 
m_ «bat 
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choſen and propoſed by the Father, to ob- Rom. hi. 
tain our Peace with him by the Effuſton of 
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and Afflictions was laid; on ſinful Man; the + 


have had a Deliverer, who aſſuming only the 


a God humbled to our Fleſh, who made of 


tive. of. Juſtice and Love that Lam willing 


ChRISTIAN SENTIMENTS, G: ON 

that inviron me, and to the ſame Pains- B 
ſuffer; their Life, tho“ ſhort, was but a. 6 
Chain of. Miſeries: A heavy,Yoke. of Pain, 


Law puniſhed him with Rigor and without 
Mercy, it was ordained for him to ſuffer, 
but without Jeſus he had no Merit of his 
Sufferings : He muſt have had a High Prieſt, 
who, without partaking of his Crimes, par- 
took of his Puniſhment and Pains; he muſt, | 


form of a. Sinner, took upon hiqiſelf the, 
Curſe laid upon Sinners; he muſt, have had 


his Blood ſhed upon the. Croſs, the Remedy 1d 
to heal the mortal Wounds of Sin; he mu 1 


have had a Man-God, who to reſtore him tl 
to the Immortality he had loſt, ſubjected b) 
himſelf to the Sentence of Death, that Man 
had incurred by his. Rebellion: And *tis e 


Thou, O Word. Incarnate, who haſt taken a. 


upon thyſelf- this Malediction, in order to . 
reſtore us.to the Benediction of thy Father; 
*tis Thou, O holy and Poles, Vim, who ta 
haſt been the expiatory Sacrifice for all our 
Sins; *tis Thou, juſt by way of Excellence, 
who haſt. immolated. thy ſelf for our Salva- 
tion; tis Thou, O - charitable Phyſicians 
who haſt received Death in our Nature, to 
procure us Life in Thine; *tis. Thou, who 
wouldſt undergo all manner of: Fryals and 
Afflictions, to compaſſionate ours and ren- 
der them meritorious of a happy Eternity. 
Oh! my Saviour, tis then thro' a Mo- 


to 


* 


A SENTIMENTS, Se. 7 


to ſuffer and die for Thee; my Life belongs, ; 
Fro Thee by right of Purchaſe ; the Price, 1 Fet. i. 
9 chou haſt iven for it, in ſacrificing thine, 
fexceeds infinitly all that I can offer Thee; 
thy Love preſſes upon me, O my Jeſus, and. 
aequires of me what in Juſtice I can't re- 
Niuſe thee. 
Command me then to come to W and 2 1 
o follow thee in the way of Sufferings and iv. ; 
Pain, that have. formed. thy Title of Saviour 
of our Souls, and merited for us that Glory, 
to which they have raiſed thee; I conſent. to 
alk all the ays. of my Life, in this way, 
of Sufferings, in order to. enter into the 
eſigns of Mercy and Salvation thou haſt 
upon me; I am willing to follow thee in = 
: that KN Path thou haſt traced out for me .. 
by thy, Words and Example. 3 
But, O my Jeſus, I and in need by the 
; powerful Succour of thy Grace to Execute 
\ 
> 
3. 
2 


a Reſolution ſo. much againſt my feeble, lan- 
guiſhing, and at the ſame time flothful and 

ſenſual Nature: Come then to the Aſſiſ- 

tance of my Weakneſs, infuſe into my 
Heart.,this.Reſtgnation. ſo juſt and reaſona- 

ble in it ſelf, and ſo ſalutary to me; and in 

ſhewing me thy Father's Kingdom, which thy 

holy Humanity. has likewiſe made ours, let 
Ine partake of that perfect. Submiſſion to his 

= Orders, be they ever ſo painful, which 
d thou hadſt to them, even ſo far as to deliver TNA 
thy ſelf. up to the Pains and Death of the cb. vi. 
Crofs: Make me a faithful Imitator oſ thy 
Obedience to his adorable Will; grant that 

may. look upon and receive AS a Favour. 


ad ; B. 5 > | tha 


| 
} 
' 
"i 
7 
'Y 
| 
i 
[ 
4 
4 
9 
1 


. * © ith GS Iv bh 


„. r Ge 


the Occaſions and Moments which thou haft 
given me to ſuffer; that L may preferve as 
a precious Depoſitum the Union thou haſt 
made within me of the Gift of Sufferings, 1 
ll with that of the Faith thou haſt given me; 

| Phik i. * that I may be as fully diſpoſed to ſuſſer r 1 
ll the Truths of my Religion, as E am to be- 
lieve them; that T may never forget the 4 
Obligation thou haſt laid on me, to follow: | 
thee by carrying my Croſs; that I may look. | 
, upon the Infirmities. thou | haſt viſited 'me | | 
. with, as fo many Features. wherein thou 
Wo 2 bi, wilt have me to bear a Reſemblance with 
thy felf; that T may receive them as ſo | 
many Means which thou haſt given me to | 
findlify and fave myſelf, and that I may 
Wl v. imbrace them with that Spirit of Faith and 
e. Submiſſion, which, according to a Prophet || 
it and thy W produces. C Chriſtian Pati- 
enee. 
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Patience neceſſary for a CupisrIAN 
in the. State of Sicknoſs. 


ES, O my God, I know that fog 
1 aith in ſeſus Chriſt, and the Power 
Heb. x, of his Grace proceeds that Patience ſo ne- 
cdeſſary for me in the painful Condition to 
Which I am reduced; 1. I likewiſe know 
Pi bei. that Patience, Wey'2 the Afflictions of this 
ji Life, depends on my Submiſſion! to the Will 

_ nz OLE: airs that: it wh 
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| CuniSTIan SENTIMENTS, Oc, "=, 
this Submiſſion, I ſhall obtain that Peace and 
Tranquility, which is the Price ai Meric 
= of Sufferings. 

Les, O my God, I acknowledge) and 
confeſs, and it is but too true, that it was the 3 
& want of. Submiſkon and Obedience to thy Rom v. 
Orders, that it was the Deſire of Indepen- | 
dency that plunged the firſt Man and his Poſ+: 
IF terity into this Deluge of Miſeries and Af- 
flictions, with which it is overwhelmed. And 
I acknowledge in the Sight of Heaven and 4 
Earth, and that with Grief and Confuſion, Gen. xi. 

that my Sickneſs is the Conſequence and | 

5 Puniſhment of my Diſobedience. How of- 
o ten, O my God, have I deſpiſed th ls Com 
y mandments and tranſgreſſed th Law? 
ann what Age of my Life have I not offended. - - 
et thee? When have I enjoyed Reaſon and 
3. Liberty, without making them ſubſervient 
to Falſhood and Iniquity ? How long have I 
_& walked, and even wearied myſelf in the Sap. v. 7. 
ways of Injuſtice and Perdition ? Ah! like a PL. n 

loſt Sheep I have a thouſand and a thouſand 

; times ſtrayed from the Paths of Salvation, 

N wherein I had promiſed to walk inceſſantly. 

$4 And yet, O Lord, how ſilent haſt thou 
remained, while I committed Sin in thy 
om Preſtaes and before thine Eyes? With AY 
ver what Forbearance full of Meekneſs and Cha- 2 Pet. tt. 
ne- rity haſt thou behaved, longing for my Re- — 
to turn to thee? With what Patience haſt thou Sap: xi. 

o wü been witnefs' to my Diforders.? How often, . 
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— like a charitable Shepherd, haſt thou tried 

the Means to bring me back? With. what: 

exceſs of Toleration and Goodneſs haſt thou 
| | bore 
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bore with. my Diſobedience, in Expectations 


often haſt thou reprimanded. and threaten'd 


5 . 
Juſtice that did Violence to thy uſual Good- 


| wiards.. me, ba then this Day, O Lord, the 
i. Motive of that which. thou.commandeſt me 
to have; and may the long Silence thou haſt 


hear the terrible Sentence of thy Eternal 


Silence amidſt the Pains J ſuffer; it is by 
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of my Converſion? By how many ſecret 
Inſpirations haſt thou endeavour'd to recall. 
me. ta thee ? Ho] many. inward... Sollicita- 
tions have I.felt, from thy holy Spirit? Hows 


me by. the. Mouth of- thy Miniſters? Thy⸗ 
Heart was moved with Wrath to ſee me ſo. 
ungrateful..to ſo many. Favours, and ſo re- 
bellious to ſo many Graces; thy Patience. 
was changing into Fury, the. Severity of thy. 


neſs, and prompted it to take the hard Re- 
folution of puniſhing me, had already pro- 
nounced the Sentence of my Condemnation; t 


but thy Love and merciful Tenderneſs for v 


me ſtopt the Execution of it; thou-couldit WW 
not find in thy Heart to deſtroy me, becauſe h 
thou art my wy and my Fatber. 

May thy Patience, 15 full of Mercy to- 


kept, while I. deſerved by my. Crimes to 


Vengeance, ingage me patiently to bear 
theſe light and tranſitory Evils, with which 
tay” Juſtice vouchſafes to be ſatisfied. gays 

O Grace of my Jeſus, it is by thy Gains 
eour I- am enabled: to remain in Peace and 


thy Succour TI can preſerve Patience in the 
painful Condition ta.wyhich-I'am reduced; 
grant it me, I beſcech: thee, O Lord, thro? 
the Merits of that Meekneſs and Ta 
7407 | mou 
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ou haſt ſhewn' in the midſt of the Dolors Ja. Hi. 
£ wy thy. bitter and. opprobripus Paſſion. 'Then 
Pecome. the voluntary Victim. of. Propitiation 
r ny Sins, what Stripes from the rigorous 
uſtice of a God haſt thou not received? 
nd in receiving. them what Patience hass 
I deen greater than thine?. Thou. haſt not ſo t. Pet. j.. 
much as opened thy Mouth to complain of .4 
ge Injuries, "yo ps violent Pains. they 
made thee ſuffer; thou waſt dumb like 
Ja Sheep led to the Slaughter; thou deli- 
veredſt thyſelf up without Reſiſtance to him 
vbho unjuſtly condemned thee; and the De- Tertul. 
. Wie thou hadſt. for my Salvation, made thee 
to remain — upon the Croſs when 3 
was in thy Power to have deſcended. from it. 
Ah !..my, Soul, behold thy. Model; behold 
lia: who in the Dolors.. of his Paſſion, per- | £* Mi 
ſonally ſhews, thee how thou oughtſt to be- 4 _ 
have in thoſe of thy Sickneſs : Chriſtian P/. ä 
Patience is an Effect. and an Imitation of that 
of thy Saviour; thou repoſeſt all thy n | 
in the Religion that thou doſt- profeſs, and 9 
glory to behold Jeſus Chriſt. as thy Maſter 
and thy Pattern; thou deſireſt to forms Share: - 
in the Reward. of his Labours, but wherein | 
doſt thou imitate him in his. Patience, amidſt 
the little. Pains thou ſuffereſt? Alas! He | 
alone was truly called the Man of Sorrows, Jia. Iiii 
4 che Man of Whom it is ſaid, that there has 
y been no Sorrow like unto his; he has paſſed h 
ie thro' the molt ſevere Tryals, he was "Elle | 
with. Scorns, ; beſmeared with Spittle, con- Tres. ü. | 
demned to a crusl, and. infamous De eath, 
— and executed with Profigaten z. he 
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was ſtruck of God in his Wrath, and fuf- 
1 tained the whole Weight of his Malediction | 
=_—_ upon the Croſs: And yet with what Pati- 3 1 
418 ence did he bear, Fuſt and Innocent as he | 1 4 
was, the Puniſhment that ſhould have fallen 
St. Cyryſ. on thee alone? Meek, during his Life, he 
Hem xlvii. would be mute in the: violent Pains of his 
in Gen. Paffion and Death, in order to merit for and 
inſpire thee with Meckneß, Peace and F Pa- 
tience, in thine. | 1 
— O my Soul, what Fruits haſt thou then A 
MF Fer. ii. hitherto Teaped from the Examples of this | 
RY Divine Saviour? What Fidelity in following 


wil | his Steps has yet appear'd in. thee? What 
a Heb. xii. Patience haſt thou as yet fhewn in the Courſe | 
of this painful Carreer that is open to thee ; | 
painful, I ſay, to Nature, but precious and | 
amiable to ith, and in which Jeſus Chriſt 
has been pleaſed to walk, in order to ani- 
mate thee with Patience? What Strength, 
what Support haſt thou received from the | 
Examples of this Divine Maſter ? Who 
would not feed and fatten himſelf (as Ter- 

Lib. ade tullian expreſſes it) with the Pleaſure of Pa- 
Fat. c. ii. tience in his Paſſion, but to encourage thee | 
to the Practice of this Virtue in thy Sickneſs? 

Ah f what a fubje& of Confuſion it is, to 

fee thee ſo faint-hearted, four and impa- 

tient in thy Illneſs ? Ought thou not to fear 

left Jefus Chriſt, who came upon the Earth 

to fave thee by the Merits of thy Sufferings| 
united to his, ſhould pronounce the Sentence 
St. C of thy Condemnation and Perdition, for 
baving ſo little beneſitted yt, his Grace, and ; 

Example? 

be | £ Would 
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Cunts TIAN SENTIMENTS, Ge. 
Wouldſt thou excuſe thy Weakneſs, Cow- 
'F dice and Impatience, by ſaying, thou haſt 

ot in thy Pains, that Strength and all power 
1 ful Succour, which Jeſus hriſt: received in 
1 Pi from the Divinity, to which his Huma- 
Inity was Hypoſtatically united? But doſt thou 
not know, that this Saviour, who took upon 
himſelf the Pains due to our Sins, had like- Heb. ii. & 
X wife efpouſed all the Weakneſſes incident to iv. 
our Nature, and conſequently, that he would 
feel even to exceſs the Violence of Pains, 
with which no NN Man was ever pierced St. 42 in 
like him. * e e Bf 
3 Beſides, in over to es thy Tenderndfs 
ſe and. Faintheartedneſs inexcuſable, caſt thy ww 
Eyes on all the Saints who were "weak d 1 
d paſſible like thee: And after reckoning up 
it many Millions. of Martyrs, who have borne James v. 
i- WF with Patience the moſt terrible Puniſhments, | 
h, and remain'd ſtedfaſt and filent in the midſt Heb. xi. 
1e of the moſt cruel Torments, oughtſt thou 11 
10 not to reproach thyfelf with Effeminacy 
and Impatience in thy little Sufferings, and | 
a- in a lucy Confuſion fay to thy ſelf: Ab! St. Gyr. | 
ec if the Church in her firſt ine and £2. lit} 
s? other times of Perſecution, had no other Chri- 
to ſtians but ſuch as I, tis credible ſhe would 
a- have had no Martyrs, ſince the Condition 
ar of their Engagement to Chriftianity was. to. 
thi look upon | themſelves as Men condemn'd to Tert. 
gs die, and always ready to lay down their 
ce Lives amidſt the moſt frightiul and | cruel 
for WF Torments. What Goodneſs: is it of a God. 
nd Bot to have given me Birth, in thoſe * 
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CHRISTIAN SENTIMENTS, Ge. 


of Tryal and Perſecution, which required ol 
much Firmneſs and Patience? 1,2 mn 
| Repreſent: likewiſe to thy ſelf fo many b 
[= Bern. ee ug and Virgins, whom the Fire of i 
: Divine Love has conſumed. like Victims by 8 
the Rigors of. Penance ; whoſe Infirmities, 
much greater than thine, have held twenty, 
3 . and forty Vears: The Liſe. of many 
of them was but a Series of Sufferings and 
Ailments; we ſee others of them, whoſe 
Body was but a Scene of violent Pains that 
ſucceeded one to another, and yet they have 
all ſhewn a Greatneſs of Soul and heroick 
Patience in theſe different and ſevere Tryals; 
| Thrice. happy for us, ſaid they, to follow our 
. Hier. Saviour and. to ſuffer Afflictions that. are to 
= - cure us the Coming and Folcfion of this 
B wine Maſter. 
What, my. Soul, Fhon wouldſt have 
. bare in the Inheritance of his Saints, and 
xi. thou refufeſt to acquire it by Patience amidſt 
[10 the Afflictions of this Life !-. What, thou 
deſireſt to partake of their Crown, without 
partaking of their Labours.!”Thou-challengeſt 
the Laurel before gaining the Battle and | 
Vietory !--But, pray, would God. be juſt in 
- ing thee for nothing, what haſt. Tad fo 
ear to Jeſus Chriſt, and alF the Saints; to 
thee eſpecially,. whoſe Sufferings perhaps are | 
only the Conſequence of 2 Dillalution in thy 
Manners? 1 
Ah, my J. fas! How. remote am 1 from 
thy Father's Kingdom, of which thou makeft 
none to partake after. Death but thoſe who | 
(9 
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WHT CunIisSTIAN SENPIMENTTS, Sc. 
fer, in Peace and with Courage, the Evils 


IJ herewith thou trieſt thine Elect during 
* ſs; pardon, my Impatience and Murmur- 
me Eaſe in my Illneſs, thou doſt not per- St. Aub. 
emains for me in the Violence of my Pains, 
hem in Silence; my Eyes ſhall therefore 
xhorts me to in my Sufferings. 8 For after | 
me to conſider thine, which ended only with 


ite. Pardon my Effeminacy and Tender- 
; 1 gs; I have taken my Reſolution, O my 
Faviour; conſcious. that having ſought for 
it I ſhould find any, becauſe thou thinkeſt 
good for my Salvation; and ſince nothing 
Put to turn my Heart and Affections to- 
vards thee, that E be able to: ſuffer 
de inceſſantly fixed on. thee,. who art the 
perfect Model of that Patience, St. James 
that: Apoſtle had propoſed to me the Exam- James v. 
le of Job's Patience, he preſently. deſires 
y Life upon the Croſs; giving me td 
nderſtand that if Job's Patience has been 
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* partly. recompenſed in this World by a tem- : 
i doral Proſperity, as. he belonged to the an- 9 
1 ient Covenant; thine having received no 
yr Reward but after Death, I ought as thy 


Piſciple, and Heir of thy Kingdom, that is 
jot of this World, to ſacrifice my ſelf after 
hy Example without Reſerve,, and without De Init. 


© Wpcfting any Conſolations upon Earth. C. L. ii. e. 
once more, O my Jeſus, I ſhall never xi: 
4 eaſe to have my Eyes, upon Thee in my 


ufferings; I ſhall, often ruminate on the 
umberleſs Contradictions, Inſults and Out- | 
Ages thou. haſt received in the whole Courſe Cypri, _-. 
H thy Life from Men, whom thou ſo ten; — © 
; * ang 


* 


to hearten me in my Pains, and to make 
me bear them with that Courage and Pati- 


Tertul, 


Caufſe ſoever they proceed, ſince thou haſt 
fuffered much greater for my Sake. It is} 


2 Cor. vi. 


St. Anh. 


*._ _ order to reign with thee in the next, is aff 
St. Aug. Ty 

which thou canſt beſtow on me: And not 
finding that I am capable of practiſing any 


CuRITISTIAN SENTIMENTS, Sc. 
derly lovedſt; but in the midſt of all which, 
thou haſt ever ſhewn a great deal of Meek- 
neſs and Patience, to teach me how I ought 
to behave in the Afflictions of this Life 
Thy Croſs ſhall always be preſent to me, 


ence thou hadſt had in thine. It is juſt, | 
O my Saviour, that while I glory in being 
th Diſciple, and look upon thee as my 
Maſter, ſhould pay thee the Tribute of 
that Patience thou haſt exercifed for my 
Salvation. It is juſt J ſhould offer unto 
thee, in Silence, the Sacrifice of my Pains, 
whether of Mind, or Body, and from what | 


juſt, that my Patience ſhould be durable and 
erſevering, in order to have ſome Confor- 
nity with thine; that is to ſay, I ought, | 
after thy Example, to make it appear on all 
Occurrences to the End of my Life; be- 
cauſe thou condemneſt that ſort of Patience 
which ſhews it ſelf on ſome Oceaſions, and 
is loſt on others. E 
But, O my Jeſus, this Patience which 
in make me thy Follower in this Life, in| 


9 


Good that belongs to thee, and a Gift 


Virtue of myſelf, how can I repreſs, with- 
out thy Succour, the Revolts of a Nature 
@verſe to Sufferings.: Thou art the Source of 
this Strength, and this Patience thou requireſt 
— Come 


te! 
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= CarrsTIAN SENTIMENTS, Sr. 
come then; I beſeech thee” to the Aſſiſ- 
pnce of my Soul fo. often agitated by the 
Motions of Impatience: Make it, by thy 
race, leſs mindful of the Sufferings of this pri. 
ody, which it loves too much, and lefs 
enſible of the different Pains with. which. 

hou trieſt it, and which make it to re- 

olt on the {lighteſt Occaſions; ſhew it the 
neſtimable Good which Patience procures.; 

Il it, that the Croſs of Infirmities becomes 

light to a Chriſtian who bears it in Peace, 

ind on the contrary, that it is heavier to, Aug. di 
ind overwhelms - (tho? to no Purpoſe for bone Pa- 
Salvation) ſuch as bear it with Regret 3 put #77en. e. i. 
r ſtop to the Complaints of this Fleſh which 
Jeſerves the ſevereſt Puniſhments;" let it 

now, that what it ſuffers,' comes from thy 
alutary Hand, and therefore, that far from Matth, ix. 
urmuring or complaining, it ought to re- 
Wnain in a deep and reſpectful Silence. En- 
Wizhten my Faith for that Purpoſe, O my 
Y eſus, awake my Faith, to the End dar at 
he Remembrance of thy Sufferings, and | 
hoſe of all thy Saints, I may make my ſelf 
paſy in mine; to the End that the extreme 

Patience cel haſt ſhew'd towards me, while 1 Tim. i. 
offended thee, may make the Support and 
Merit of mine; that the Thoughts of that 
Thundering Anathema, - pronounced. againſt 1 
hoſe Who give themſelves up to Murmur- Eccl. i ü. | 
ngs and Impatience in their Sufferings, may 
ngage me to bear mine in Silence; that the 
boughes of thy Coming which is at Hand, 
off thy Looks watchful over me, and of che 
ft , * n on the aner 
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2 Cor. xii. 


tiſm to a penitential and laborious 


ChnRISsT IAN SENTIMENTS, Cc. 
ings of this Liſe, may make me to bear 
them in Peace, with Patience, and even 
with Love. Le ee e e, ee 
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R H.. 
The Love of SUEEERINGS, 4 Source of 
* Conſolation for a Sick 'CnRtSTIAN. © 
\ U ES, O my God, I. cannot reflect on: 
1 the ardent Love Jeſus and all the 


. Saints have ſhewn for the Sufferings of this, 
Life; I cannot conſider the ineſtimable Good; 


proceeding from it, without | begging the. 
Grace to love thoſe of this Sickneſs thou, 
ſendeſt me: Grant me, I beſeech thee, this. 
Grace, I beg it thro the Merits of our 
Saviour, and thro' the Interceſſion of the 


great Apoſtle firm and conſtant Lover of 


erucified, placed his whole Joy in the Tri- 


bulations he always had, to ſuffer; he made 


it his. whole Application. and Study to know 
only Jeſus Chriſt expiring upon the Croſs. 


for our Salvation; and. ſuch ought to be my 
principal Study, and the predominant Love. 
of my Heart, in quality of a Chriſtian. 


- Yes, O my Jeſus, obliged by my Bap- 

Lite, ought, 
to continually ſet before my Eyes the Ex- 
ample thou haſt given me in thy Perſon 3. I. 
ought often to behold thy Croſs as the My+ 
gy ora, of Excellence of thy Love for 
Sufferings; to meditate on that Zeal and. 
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Conſtancy of thine in bearing all the'To mo- 
minies of it. To conſider with what Ear- 
neſtneſs and*Fervency thou aſcendedſt that 
Inſtrument of my Salon, there to make 5 
Satisfaction for the Outrage done to God b 
my Crimes, and obtain Pardon for me; to 
admire that holy Impatience to ſee the Day 
of thy Sacrifice come, and inward Jo thou 
felt'ſt. the Moment thou finiſhedſt it on the _ 
Croſs. What Charity, O my Saviour, has * 
ever. been more ardent than that which con- 
ſumed thee in the Sight of the Divine Ma. St. Aug. 
jeſty, and made thee a Holocauſt all burning 
with the Flames of Loye, in order W ; 
cure us that of. thy Father? 
Behold, O my Soul, the great Object of 
our Religion which thou oughtſt to regard 
and follow all the Days of thy Life, Tei 
I inmolated to his Father from his coming Heb. x. 
to the World, to be a Victim of Propitia- 
tion in Favour of thee ; 3 Jeſus continuing his 
Sacrifice by the Labours of the moſt dolo- = 
Tous Penance ; Jeſus conſummating on the 
_ | Croſs his Sacrifice by the Effuſion of his 
Blood, and a cruel Death; let us add, O 
my Soul, Jeſus, whom an ingenious Charity 
in favour of thee, ingages to renew ever 
Day on our Altars the great Sacrifice of th | 
a. by the myſtical Offering of him- St. c 
elf. | 
O my Saviour, couldſt thou ingage me 
by more preſſing and tender Motives than | 
theſe to take up mr Croſs, ' and follow Lake xii, © 
thee? Coming ig bring the Divine Fire 
an * Wat An thou * but that 
it 
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Acts xiv. 


2 Cor. iv. 


St. Bern. 


to the Enemy of God and my Salvation, by 


mency, O my Jeſus, I fly to the Virtue of 


formity and Reſemblance with thee has 


for the Pleaſures. and Eaſe of Life? Pardon 


it ſhou'd be kindled in my Heart? Coming 


down from Heaven, and not aſcending C | 
thither again but by Dolors and Sufferings, 
haſt thou not given me to underſtand that 


J ſhall not aſcend after thee, but thro? a 
deal of Pains and Tribulations? Making wel 
a voluntary Victim by my Baptiſm, ha N 
thou not engaged me to Sacrifice myſelf, 
aſter thy Example, by a continual Mortifica- 
tion of my Body and Senſes? Dying upon 
a Croſs for Love of me, haſt thou not com- 
manded me to daily die by Penance, in order 
to give Marks of my Love for thee? What 
Infidelity, O my Jeſus, has ever then been 
greater than mine? What Marks of Con- 


Hitherto appear d in me? On thy Side, what 
Love for Sufferings? On mine, what Ardour 


me, O my Jeſus, for having ſo little bene- 
fited by thy Leſſons and Examples, for having 
ſo long deferr'd to walk in thy Steps, for 
having behaved ſo different from thee, for 
having loved the Delights of an eaſy Situa- 
tion under a Head crown'd with Thorns: 
Pardon me for having ſerved and ſacrificed 


minding nothing but the Eaſe of the Body, 
and Pleaſures of the World, which draw the 
Heart into Remiſſneſs and Effeminacy. 

Penetrated by thy Grace with a ſincere 
Sorrow for Ingratitude, I implore thy Cle- 


thy precious Blood, the only Remedy foi 
the Wounds of my Soul. I embrace with! 
4; | goo 
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good Heart the Croſs of Infirmities that have 
o deen the Occaſion of my Converſion, and 
„Attachment to thee: I conſent to be immo- 
t lated and deftroy'd as a/Burnt-offering, by 
a the Pains of Sickneſs and Death, to make 
e vp the Deficiency of my whole Life in doing 
Penance; thrice happy for me to have it in 
„my Power to avoid, by ſuffering. tranſitory 


- 
5 


Pains, the eternal Miſeries I deſerved to be St. Ber: 
overwhelmed with. 3 | 


n | odor tes thn 
4 Yes, O my God, this Reflection alone = 
er ¶ ſhou'd ſuffice to make me love all the Evils St. Cg. 
at that come from thy Hand; yes, when I Magn. 4. 
n think of that cruel Dominion of Sin that 30. Mor. 
n- had kept me in Subyection, of that terrible 4. „ 
asf Yoke of my Paſions under which I had + 


been oppreſs'd, of - thoſe Iron Chains of wy St. Aug. 
faſt 


ur vicious Habits, with which I had been ſo 1.5 
on bound, of that Mortal Gulf wherein I had Conf. 


ſo deep. plunged myſelf; when after. that I 
conſider how thy all-gratuitous Mercy has 
deliver'd me from that wretched Slavery, 
that it has made me ſhake of that fatal Voke 
la- of Satan, that it has reinſtated me in the 
18 Liberty . of the Children of God, and in 
edi the Right of his Inheritance; what Pains 
by what Labours ought I not chearfully to uns 
171 dergo, in order to thank a God who ſayed 1 Pee. iii. 
the me by his Sufferings, and deliver'd me from 
the eternal Death I deſerv'd at. the Expence 
of his: own Ll: -.- K 3 
I and -pEemaiſel? Thee. Q my Jeſus, to 
continually | puniſh myſelf by the Rigors Deus xxii 
of Chriſtian 1 $i make 1e | "_ 
petual Divorce with my Senſes which Rory | 
+ | | 9 
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ſo often ſeduced me, and "paſs the reſt of 
my Days in the Practice of Penance : \ Yet 
what Slackneſs, what Delays in perform- 8 
ing my Promiſe ? What Oppoſition and Re- 
pugnance to revenge on myſelf the In- 
juries done thy Divine Majeſty by my 
Crimes? How great then was thy Mercy 
towards me, O my God, to have had Pity 
on my Weakneſs, and Self- love: Seeing 
me too fainthearted to imbrace Penance, 
which is the only Reſource for a Sinner, 
and the only Plank that remains to him after 
Shipwreck, Thou haſt thy ſelf laid on me 
by Sickneſs this Yoke ſo heavy and painful 
to Nature; ſeeing me too ſenſual and un- 
mortified to puniſh by Aufterities this Fleſh 
_ To often diſobedient to thy Orders, Thou 
haſt taken Care to be revenged of it by the 
*  Infirmities with which thy Juſtice has ſo 

long afflicted it. Join then, O Lord, the 
VUnction of thy Grace to the Bitterneſs and 
Rigour of thy Diſcipline, to the End that 
this myſtical Death, this Deſtruction of my- 
ſelf may become amiable to me; give my 
Heart that Love for Sufferings thou requireſt 
of it. Thou alone canſt grant me this Gift: 
It is true I don't deſerve it, but my Jeſus 
has deſerved it for me. And ſeeing Thou 
makeſt me to partake of his Dolors and 
Croſs, give me ſome Share of the Love he 
had for them. e 
O my Soul, oughtſt thou to "heſitate a 
Moment to look on the Love of Sufferings, 
and accept of it from the liberal Hand of 
God as one of the moſt excellent and ſalu- 
4 | | tary 


CHRISTIAN SEN TIME NTS, Sc. 
| tary of Gifts? In as kin him a thoufand and 
a thouſand times the coming and Poſſeſſion of 


| his Kingdom, haſt chou not at theſame' time 
asked the Execution of his Will on thee? 


thee, oughtſt thou not to love the Means 
| ke gives thee to effectuate it? And ſince he 
retains the Affections of the moſt tender 
Father, in viſiting thee with Sickneſs, oughtſt 


of a Son affectionate to his Orders. , 

I thank thee then, O my God, that thou 
haſt had Pity on me, not in fparing, but in 
curing-me of my mortal Wounds by Afflic- 
tions and Infirmities ; may they for ever be St. Jug. 
ſweet and amiable -to'me, ſeeing they” have 
been ſo profitable and ſalutary to me. n 
e How charming and agrecable,- O Lord, | 
o i are thy Tabernacles, and how: precious are 
ic the Dolors and pag that are ta bring 
14 me thither! One on ly Day in thy Houſe is 
at better than a thouſand Years in earthly De- 


W 


y- lights; what is it therefore to procure ones St. Bern. 


ſelf the eternal Poſſeſſion of it for Tome 
Days of Pains and Sufferingss. | 
Grant, O Lord, that I y always! prize | 
the Evils of this Life, according to tlie 
Value and Excellence of the celeſtial Good, 
which ſucceeds them after Death ; grant I 
may never forget the. Obligation a Chrillian | 
is under to partake of the Sufferings of our 
Saviour, before partaking of his Glory ; * that 


| . and which is at were the funda- 
8 CT mental 


Seeing then his Will is to far.Qify and fave 1 The iv iv. | ; | 


thou not 'to receive it with the Sentiments Heb. xii. 


may always remember, amidſt the Pains - $6" 
f Sickriels” that Sentence pronounced in 


—_ . 
* 
was 
= 


8 
; 0 
L 


| 
| Rem. viii. after his Example, and in Union with his 


St. Bern. 


whom Love has render d immoveablc on the E 


St, Chrr/. on cy Re ourage to accept all Evils as ne- 
RR 
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mental Law of that Kingdom: That being 
made the Children of God by Baptiſm, we 
become his Heirs, and Ccheirs with Jeſus 
Chriſt his Son, provided always we indure 


_ Sufferings,. the Evils which God in his 1555 
tice has annex'd to this mortal Life. Now, 
my Soul, canſt thou ſuffer as a. Child of 
God, and Coheir with Jeſus Chriſt, with⸗ 
out Suffering according to his Spirit? Canſt 
thou have a perfect Union with Jeſus Chriſt, 
either in his Hering or in his Glory wh 
out Love and Charity? Doſt thou not know | 
that Love conſtitutes the proper Character 
of the Children of God and; Diſciples of 
Chriſt; that it is from Love ſhould, proceed; 
as Front a living Root, thy. Submiſſion, | Pati- 
ence, Joy, and. Courage in the Evils thou 
ſuffereſt, in order to be agreeable, to God, 
and worthy of his Rewards. 

O..my God, give me then thy 1 +6 fo 
neceſſary for me, without which, 1 ſhould BF. ; 
ſuffer without Merit; behold +. mv Jeſus, 


Croſs: After having given me thy only Son, 
and. deliver*'d him over for my Salvation, 
couldſt thou refuſe me his Love, which is d 
the Fruit of his Dee Sulferiags and 
Death. 

Thou knoweſt, 0 Land. that this 3 
will be a Support to me in the painful and 
afflicting Condition to which 1 am reduced; 
in Links g it me, thou wilt give me not 


>medies, but * at of triumphing 
1240 cl 
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over them, by making me overcome 127 
| Weakneſs of Nature. 
This Chriſtian Courage, 1 the Divind 
| Love produces in a Heart truly faithful, 
deſpiſes the Evils that Men moſtly fear; it 
does not mind what it ſuffers, but: for whom 
it ſuffers, and what it gains by ern St. Per. 
it does not matter if the way it goes, ca 
rugged and difficult, provided it comes to Ser. . xxü. 
God, who is its laſt End, and the moſt ten- 
der Object of its Deſires. A Chriſtian does WW 
not look upon Sufferings as a Scourge from _ 
God, but as a Means that his. -Mercy uſes: —_— 
to make his Grace reign in him; a Diſciple 
of Chriſt looks upon and receives Afflictions 
as an Exerciſe of Virtue that prepares a 
Crown in Heaven for him, and a Seed which. a 
contains a Harveſt of Glory for Eternity: A St. A 
J, true Coheir with Jeſus Chriſt fears but little 
the Pains of Pife, or Death that is to put 
an End to them; but on the contrary he 
Pan Wwe, and feeds on them, Death be- 
to (him an early Reſurrection, and the st. * 
E ence of the Sacrifice he is willing to 
make of himſelf to God; like another The- 
reſa he only deſires to let him ſuffer oe I 
die; he begs of him that Sufferings or Death Wa \ 
* for the future! be om Oe of bis my 
ove. | : 
Theſe are, O my fouls the Fruits of that 
ove with which it is of great Importance 
o be penetrated, and which a ſick Perſon 
ought to continually ask of God, that he 
may not loſe the Merit of Suffering 8, ren- 
ger the Means of Salvation which he Goods! 
"PT = C * neſs 
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neſs of God preſents to him unprofitable, 
or fail of attaining Heaven to nich this 


Love is a ſure way. 

Ah, my Soul is there any Banz sick 
neſs, or Pain, which thou oughtſt not to 
ſuffer in Peace, and with a good Heart? 


Wherefore then doſtꝭ thou oppoſe by thy 
Impatience in thy Evils, and thy Earneſtneſs 


to be freed from them, the Dafagns of Mercy 


St. Aug. 


Cure? 


ſheun ſo much Ardour and Deſire tor the 


God has upon thee. What, turn to Poiſon 
that which his. Goodneſs prefents thee as 


a2 Remedy! Uſe to thy Deſtruction, Evils 
ii, that God ſends thee to work thy Salvation! 


Procure to. thy ſelf eternal Death by the 
Wounds of the Body, which the heavenly | 
Phyſician makes ufe of to cure thoſe of the 
Soul! What, to receive by the Sufferings of 
this Life, ſure. Proofs of the Love of thy 
God, and not to acknowledge it by an amo- 
rous Acceptation of the Pains with. which 
he favours thee! What, not to love the 
Charitable Hand of thy Saviour, who wills 8 
0 


to cleanſe thy Wounds by Sickneſs, when | t 


he himſelf. has undergone the-greateſt Pains 
and Afflictions in nat to operate thy 


What! To have fo ach Love for, and 
ſo great a tye to a tranſitory Life, that flips 
away in ſpight of us! What, moody atten- 
tive to whatever can prolong it, ſtrangely 
alarm'd and: frighten'd when an Addition of 
Sufferings or à new Accident threatens to 
deprive us of it; whilſt Jeſus Chriſt: has | 


Torments that were to ſhorten his! 


* 7 | ; 


4 "» 
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Cari 8714 N | SeNT1 MENTS, Se ; 
Ah my Jeſus, thy Example confounds_ 
me, thy Grace ſollicits me to make a better 
Uſe of the Means of Sanctification, whicls 
thou offereſt me, and thy Love for Suffe - 
rings ingages and preſſes me to imbrace thoſe 
you 'are pleaſed to ſend me- not only with 
a good Heart, but with the Joy whieh this 
Love inſpires. . 
WERE , 
Fa CHRISTIAN in Sickneſs the 
Fruit of bis Love for SUFFERINGS. | 
of the. Chriſtian Religion, ſuch is the. 
Character of the New-Law, ſuch is the 
Strength of the Grace of our Saviour, ſuch | 
is the Efficacy of the. Divine Love, as to St. Bern, Mi 
inſpire Joy amidſt . Pains, Dolors and Surf > 
ferings. - * Tis not enough for a Chriſtian 
Soul to be patient in the Evils of this Life, 
ſhe likewiſe ought to fix her Joy and Glory, 
in them. Since the Son of God has recon- gt. 4 
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ciled us to his Father by the Effuſion of his 4% verb. 
Blood; ſince he has prepared for us by his 4pof.. 
Sufferings the ſalutary Remedy for ours; 
ſince by his Death he has procured us Life 
and opened Heaven for us, no Evils what- 
ſoever have any thing of ſad or grievous in 

them to the. true Chriſtian or faithful Diſ- 
ciple of an humbled God, crown'd with 
Thorns and dead upon a Croſs, We rejoice; . 
in the Pains and Sufferings which happen to us,, p,,, vr. 28 


_ EunrsT han SEN INS, Cc. 
faid the firſt Diſciples of this Divine Maſter, ⁵⁶ 


the Scorns and Outrages we are made to 
ſuffer, the Loſs of our Goods, Liberty and 
Life, far from being afflicting, are matter of 
Joy to us: Our Happineſs and Comfort is 
to give a Proof; in the midſt of Torments 


and the moſt violent Sufferings, of the Sin- 


cerity of our Love for God, and. of. the 
Holineſs of his Religion. 3 

Ah! my Soul, haſt thou any other Maſter 
to imitate and follow, but theſe Founders. 


and firſt Profeſſors ef Chriſtianity ? An in- 


finite number of Martyrs of all Ages and 
Sexes have, after their Example, declared to 
their Perſecutors, they never enjoy'd more 
agreeable Moments than thoſe which they. 
paſs'd in the midſt of Torments; many beheld 
the Inſtruments of their Puniſhment with the 


greateſt Alacrity, they ran ts it with a holy 


Ardour, imbraced it with Sentiments of in- 
expreſſible Joy, and earneſtly pray'd the 


Eord, that their Sufferings ſhould not end 
but with their Life. O my Soul, onght not 


that wonderful Joy which all have ſhewn 


amidſt the preateſt Evils (the very reading 


of which makes the moſt intrepid to trem- 
ble) ought it not, I fay, to excite thine, in. 
the little Pains thou ſuffereſt, ſeeing thy 
Trials are very far from being equal to 
theirs. O what Pain! O what Sweetneſs. 


rather, faid thefe Souls, penetrated with the 


Love of Jeſus, who had ſaved them by his 
Sufferings | What Joy, what Pleaſure and 
Conſolation doſt thou pour on thoſe Evils MW 
"which were © full: of” Gall: and Bitterneſs 


3 
2 
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IT for 'thee! Thy Rigors are inexpreſſibly 
charming to us; excite then our Deſires to 
= ſuffer more for thee, to the end we may the 


= fantly remembring that they had renounced the 


ba 4 
11 
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longer taſte the Pleaſure of it. Such is tjũe 
Language of true Love: one fuffers with Joy 1 Cor. xiii. 

| for the Object he loves. * —_ 

How weak then, O my Soul, how lan 
guiſhing and remiſs is 8 Love for God, 
ſince thou giveſt wa rief and Sadneſs, | 
at the Sight of thy-Evils, that are not the = 
Shadow of thoſe which! the Saints look d Greg. M. 1 
upon as their greateſt Delight! Comparing 3 
Zh Conduct to theirs, be aſham'd of thy 

eminacy and Senſuality, and [chiefly take 

care een chy Love for God de no more than 
a Shadow of "theirs. 

The Remembrance of that 15 which „ 
their Divine Maſter had propoſed to himſelf Hot OY 
in the Dolors of his Paſſion, excited them 
to Alacrity in their Sufferings, they rejoiced | 
to become a Sacrifice to a God, who, had 
deen a Victim for them on Moznt Caluary; 
they expected with Pleafure the Moment 
they were to be diſingaged from the Links | 
| of the Body, in order to be veſted with the 
Glory of their Saviour, with whom they 
had already been united in Mind and Affec- 1 1 
tion; they triumph'd with Alacrity in the 574. 6. *. 1 
Hane of Fyrants, they pray'd them to 1 1 
break by Tortures the Veil of of their Fleſh 
which retarded them from the clear Sight of 
God: The Deſire of. poſſeſſing him, morti- 
fied in them all Sentiment of Pain: Inceſa 


IL g. Baptiſm, they rejpoiced that Death 
C4 mould. 


a. ; Occaſions to ſuffer as the moſt happy Events 
rat. ix. of their Life, and look'd upon the Inſtru- 


Serm. de 
St. And. his Contempt for it, and of the ardent 


_*  EanrisTIan SEN T INE NTS, Wc. WM 
ſhould deliver, them from it: Convinced 
that. the heavenly. Father own'd as Heirs. to 
his Kingdom, thoſe who carty by Aﬀictions 
the Badge of his Son, they reckon'd the 


ments of their Puniſhment as the fineſt 
Ornaments of the triumph they hoped tor 
%%% VVV 17s oonts Sinn 
Canſt thou, O my Soul, have: ſtronger 
Motives. of rejeycing and conſoling thyſelf 
amidſt thy Evils ?. Shall I add, that by - this 
Joy in Sufferings, a Chriſtian” is inabled 
to : confound the World and the Devil, 
which can furpriſe him no more by the 
Allurements of this Life, becauſe the Jo 
of a Chriſtian in the Evils that advance his 
Departure from this World, is a Proof of 


Deſire he has to return to God? Ah! my 
Soul, how. clearly it appears by thy An- 
guiſh and Uneaſineſs in thy IIlneſs, that 
thou art little acquainted with the Myſtery; 
of the Croſs, and the Operations of Grace 
that proceed from it! How plainly! it ap- 
pears that thou little reliſheſt the Pleaſure of 
Suffering ſomething for Jeſus Chriſt. It is 


„ „ ca oe Act 282 a 


my, dt ww EW 


true this Science is not known to Nature. 
But by confulting thy Eaith and the Spirit Wl © 
of God, thou ſhalt find Sweetneſs and Joy Ml © 
in Sufferings, tho” they ſeem full of Bitter- t 
neſs and Sorrow: in the Eyes of Fleſh: and t 
Caſt often then the Eyes: of thy Faith: Wl 7 


upon Jeſus Chriſt who is the Author of-it: 
ES; kJ | all 
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CirK Is T AN- SENTIMENTS, ©c,, 3 
all the Joys and Sweetneſs of Heaven were St. Chry/. 
due to his Royal and Divine Condition; yet = 
he willingly. renounces them, in order to 
ſubmit himſelf. to the moſt unworthy Treat 
ment that Man could ſuffer; he deſpiſes and 
laoks upon, as nothing, all the Pains, Con- 
fuſions and Ignominies of the cruel and. 
infamous Death of the Croſs, in order to Heb. xi. 
propoſe nothing to himſelf in his Sufferings, 
but the Comfort to have appeaſed. his Fa- 
__ Juſtice, and work'd the Salvation of- | 
an. | . ; 1 | 91 
Propoſe then to thyſelf, O my Soul, in 1 Pet. iv. 
thine, the Joy to partake of the Sufferings i 
of thy Saviour, and the Deſire to fulfil: 
what is wanting of his Paſſion in thee: 
Place thy whole Conſolation in having it in, 
thy Power. to apply to thy ſelf the Merit. 
of his Death, by. the Union and Confor-, - 
mity of thy Pains to his; on thy Bed looks xx j 
upon thyſelf as a. Martyr. of the Son of. 
God, ho has been martyr'd upon the Croſs St. Aug.:: Ml 
for thy Salvation, and will Crown. thee at Serm. 99 
thy Departure out of this World: [Rejoice 286. 
in conſidering, that the Exils of, this Life | 
which are but light and momentary, are 
follow'd and, rewarded with Glory infinite 


YL; 
1 PAY 1 
* 


in its Weight, and eternal in its. Duration: 2 Cor. ir 


* 


Sing to the Lord Songs of IL hankſgiving, 


that he is pleaſed to give thee ſtill by Afflic- 

tions Marks of his Love, and acknowledge 

thee for his Child, notwithſtanding thy fre 

quent Diſobedience to the Will of ſo. good © + © 

a Father: Thank him, if he permits thou 

ſhouldſt not receive all the Eaſe thou would . _ 
CEE 1 Þ N with . 
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* wiſn for in thy Pains, remembring thau fo 


the Delicacy and Importunity of à Nature. 


thor. Let the Spirit of Penance inſpire thee: 
eternal; Puniſhment thou haſt' ſo often de- 


inceſſantly ſay unto him: O my God,. O my 


not ſtrike me in this World but to pardon 
me in the other. I ſhal} be no more mind-- 


ſtiſements I deſerve, I ſhall no more com- 
plain of the KEvils, to which thy Juſtice con- 
demns me for a few Days. I conſent to par- 


. Bitterneſs is falutary — temper'd by thy 


| | in a Anger, and. un 18 without Any 


— 
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long failed'ſt in thy Obedience to his Orders. 

Acknowledge thy Dependence on his Will, 
by that Dependence thou haſt on, thoſe who. 
come to aſſiſt thee ;. adore the Tenderneſs of 
his Providence over, thy ſpiritual:Neceſities. 
in all thy corporal Wants, in order to ſtifle. 


that has ſo often abuſed. Wt zifts of its Au- 


with a continual Thankſgiving to a God,, 
who is pleaſed,, thro' Mercy, to change the. 


ſerv*d,. into ſome ſhort and temporary Pains. 
Tranſported with a filial Acknowledgment, 


Father, how much, how great is the Conſo- 
lation I receive from the n and Rod: 
with which thou ſtrikeſt me! I receive the 
Stripes of it with Joy; redouble them as. 
much as. thou pleaſeſt, provided. thou doſt 


fłhof the Puniſhments, which thou inflicteſt 
on me but of thoſe which I beſeech thee to 
forgive me. Remembring the eternal Cha- 


take of the bitter Cup of my Saviour, to 
the laſt Moment of my Life, becauſe its. 


Clemency; provided thou doſt not halle me 
drink aſter Death of that which is prepar d 


2 „ Mixture 


cn rA SET TEE, SG. 
Mixture of Mercy. Say unto my Soul le-- - 
I parting out of this World, theſe Nett and 
7 Somfortable Words: 1 afflicted, tried, cor- 
XX rected thee whilſt thou livedſt on Earth; but A 
nov there will be no more Affliction, Cha- Nahum c. 
ſtiſements, or Trial for thee. Becauſe thou i- 
has received from my hand with Submiſſion 
the Evils-which' I judge ged. profitable for thy: 
Salvation, J1:myſelt will 15 thy Comfort in 
Heaven, where I hall pour a Torrent of De- 
1 5 the. 

y Jeſus, who make the Calm * 
. thi Tempeſt, and often to ſuc-- es. 
ceed Tears,. 9 2708 inte to theſe which. 2b l Alle 
Nature, an Enemy to Sufferings, draws ſome- 7 
times from my Eyes: Grant me, I beſeech: 

thee, in my Pains a little of that Joy thou 

hadſt in thine, and of which thou gaveſt the 
Plenitude to'thy Difciples ; fince by it its means Fo ob i 
I ſhall have the Courage and Strength to bear i. e _— 
them like a Chriſtian. Caufe thy Grace w. 
that the Complaints,. Sadnefs, Ir eſs = 
continual Motions of a Nature. that has 
Horrour for Sufferi may not deprive me 1 
of that Love, that Peace, that Tranqu illi + 
ef Mind, that Joy of Heart, which I 11 aal . Sr. Cloak ** 
upon as Gris of the moſt precious Gifts pro- 
ceeding from the Effuſton of thy Grace upon. 
Man, and which 1 inſtantly pray thee: to 
gramt nie, . 

Give ue wid; Diſpoſition of Heart 
Sufferings,. which thoſe faithful 'Difci iples . 
of whom it is ſaid”: 4 They rejvi derd had 
they were counted e to ſuffer 225 8 5 
— > Ne: of | Jeſus.” ed heir tl 
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May. ha. eee bs of the 
5 and Delights of Heaven render me in- 
enſible, or at leaſt, leſs attentive to the Do- 
bors and Anguiſh of the Death Lmuſt under- 
go, in order to attain it. It was the Thoughts 
of that bleſſed Habitation that render d 0b. 
invulnerable to all the arts of Satan, and 
that made. his Pains eaſy. to him on his Dung- 
hill; the Joy. he conceiyed by the Belief of 
a happy Keſurręction, made him as it were 
| unmindful of his preſent Sufferings z he look'd: 
St. Bern. . Atflictions as a Seed, of the eternal 
Win: Expoſ. Life, which he expected; the Conſideration 
2 C. of the unalterable Reſt he hop'd one Day to 
eng OY + Pie off his Tears in the greateſt Vio- 

lence of his Pains. 
Enter then, my Rs the Sentiments 
ofthis Man of. Sorrow, againſt whom Heaven 
was ſhut for many. Centuries, and perſuaded 
| Bleb: » N. that God opens it at the Death of every 
rü. Chriſtian, who lived, patiently in his Suffe- 
5 ceaſe not to repeat theſe comfortable 


rr r 1 ee 


ords ;. O Infirmity ! O Sickneſs) O Pains! 

| ow, great, Joy. and Satisfaction do you give | 

. me, ſince far from leading me to eternal. 

3 Death, which I but too often deſarved, thou 

A cConducteſt me, as. I hope from the Goodneſs 

God, to Liſe and dere Happy 

St. Aug. icknefs, happy Infirmity, Waugh rom being | 

de, Civit. the Pain and Chaſtiſement o Crimes, 

are changed, by, the Mercy of Are ep into 

r Reward, and a 3 of Glory 

Let's add, my Souf (in order to animate us 

in our;Sufferings, to that Plenitude of, Joy | 

Heb. xii, the 3 St. James Tequizes: * leder I 
ICEN 
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* — IAN Ari Se, 
7 Sickneſs and AMictions, which mark the Chri- 
ſtian with the Characteriſtick of the Elect; 
which detaching him from Cxeatures, unite 
bim more ſtrictly to his God, procure him 
the Honour of. his Viſit, and the Sweetneſs St. Hier. 
of his Conſolations; incline him to humble 
himſelf in his Preſence, and to have Re- 
courſe to him by frequent and ardent Prayers l 
O happy Trials, which reminding a Chri- 
ſtian — the Thoughts of Death, ingage him 
to renounce Life, to think of his Departure 
out of this World, to keep himſelf upon his 
Guard, to purify his Conſcience, to watch 
in Expectation of the Sousreian Judges aud A 
ſigh for his Return“! „ 
But ſince Infirmities produce =. Gin 
Effects in a Chriſtian, Soul, ſince they fur- 
niſh him with ſo many Proofs of his Elec: De Inits 
tion for Heaven, and make the Acquiſition Chri/. 
of it ſo eaſy; to him,, what Thanks ought I Lib. i. c. 
not to give to the great Mercy of God, that 5 ö 
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my, Life is . En, Pains, and pn my in, 
Days are pat Groans. and Sufferings ? | 
What a Su 


ject of ene and. Joy is it p xxx. 
that his echo = has made me to undergo Sc. 
ſo many Trials? What Pleaſure ought. not 

to have W felt, that thro? a wiſe and ten- : 
der Diſpoſition of his Providence I ſuffer'd 

a | oe Pain for Jeſus, who has ſuffer'd ſo much 

„ for me. 

to O my God, who foundeſ the bottom. * 

| Hearts, thou knoweſt. if theſe are the Sen- Pe: i 
timents of mine; thau knoweft,if I have not . 42 
oftentimes envied the Lot of thoſe who en- 

| PLE * and the. Conveniences of. I fe; 


1 


| Philip. iv. | 


Dei. 


St. 1 
Lib. x 
Crane. 
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baved as to appea n ght rather as a 
Jew, than a Chriftian, he 
Heart, of a true Chriſtian, istorejoice in God, 


Favours and Proſperity; to ſubmit” to, and. 


e Favours from bim, he blefſes not his Holy 


ries of our Peregrination. Thou knoweſt if 


that puts an End to all Sentiments of Pain, 
to the frequent Anguiſhes I ſo long ſuffer, 


in ſpight of the Anathema, pronounced n © | 
ſuch as are deem'd happy in this World by Y 

our' Saviour himſelf,, who does not promiſe 
his Kingdom but to thoſe that ſuffer, feel. 
and groan under the Weight of the Miſe- 


gm * 


thro? Impatience in my Sickneſs, I have not 
often prefer d the Stroke of a quick Death 


and to the Bitterneſs of a State of Infirmity 
ſuch as mine; thou knoweſt if I have not 
beheld my Affliétions but with the Eyes of 
Faith, which declares them the ſolid Foun- 
dation of Chriſtian Hope, and the Object of 
the Vows of a Diſciple of Chriſt. What a 
Confuſion is it now On me, to have ſo be- 


lH yy, e yy Ms FA + fro fg a or, A _—_ 


Diſpoſition of 


in Sickneſs as in Health; to preſerve the 

Joy of the Lord in the Evils,. as well 
. ſox of this Life; in the Days of | 
Difrraces and Afflictions, as in the Days of 


accept with the Joy of the Holy Ghoſt, the 
Orders of his God, even in the Sr Do- 
Jois with which he i is pleaſed to try or pu- 
rify him; becauſe he is convinced that this 
We of Good and Evil, enters into the 
Deſigns of Salvation that God has upon him. 
The Jew on the eontrary rejoices not in 

God, but ' whilſt he receives Benefits und 


ä but whilſt he ſends kim the Fat of 
"wo | 


97 


IT When this ſupreme Wiſdom withdraws its: 
eres Blefings ken de Jews, then be 
1 7 ſad,. is chagrined, impatient, and mur- 


ways adorable in its Conduct: And this, O- 


been. Far from rejoicing in my Sufferings, 


to pleaſe thee; far from having received 

Sickneſs as one of thy moſt ſingular Benefits; 
far from looking upon it as a. favourable 
Time, in which thou in thy Mercy did{t 
viſit me, I was provoked at it; I refuſed to 
receive it as a Favour I look'd upon as bad: 
the Remedy thou preſented' ſt me, for alk the: 
Wounds of my Soul; I gave myſelf over tos 


ferings, far from being a Subject of Ediſica- 
tion to thoſe who were Witneſſes of them, 
were, on the contrary, a terrible Scandal to 
them; my. Complaints, my Irkſomneſs, my 
Impatience, which have 75 often diſtur bed 
the Peace of others, have cauſed Troubles in 
my Soul, which have often made me to doubt 
of my Salvation. And what Confuſion, and 
Fear am Fin, to have ſhewu fo much Sor - 
row, Grief and Deſpondency in my Suffe- 
rings; to have exprefs'd fo much Diſguſt and 

Diſtatisfa&ion.to them. How aſhamed; I am 
to have been ſo faithlefs: to the Grace of my 


[- === 19 3 r A 


> 


— 
c 


| 
| 
| 
| 


1 
! 


wy 


| Cin1i$TIAW SENTIMENTS; Ce. 
the Earth, and the Abundance of its Fruits: 


W murs at the Difpoſitions of Providence al- 
Lord, is what I always or at leaſt often have 
becauſe I then was in the happy Condition 


an Exceſs of Sadneſs, and drew: thy Indigna- 
tion upon me by my Murmurings: My Suf- 


Saviour, the Virtue of which is to inſpire: St. Bern. A 
Gratefulneſs and Joy in Afflictions. I a> ++ : on b! 
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ii. the Evils with which thou ſtriked'ſt it, or 


| F f . & Heart. I hope for it then frem thee, O Di- 


CnRkIsTIAN SEN TAMENTS, Sc. 


ponded with the Deſigns thou hadſt to wean 
me from the preſent Life, by the Bitterneſs |} 
with which thou filleſt it. 
Pardon me, O Lord, my too great Love 
for it; pardon me for having too much. de- 
fired and ſought for Comfort to this ſinful. 
Body, that deſerved but the Rigors of the: 
ſevereſt Penance; pardon me for ſhunning, | 


uſing ſo many Endeavours to deliver it from. 
them; pardon me for having ſo often hear- 
ken'd, contrary to the Prohibition of the. 
Church, to the. Demands of a rebellious: | 
Fleſh, of which the Ruin would have been 
ſo ſalutary to my Soul; pardon me for 
the. Mortification and Grief I have ſo often, 
given to thoſe who were. Witneſſes of my 
gs; and endeavour'd ta help me in 
m. 7 tin 

The only Remedy that remains to me, O 
my God, is to throw myſelf. into the. Arms 
of thy Mercy; to beſeech thee to caſt thine 
Eyes on the Evils that incompaſs and oppreſs | 
me; to beg of thee to remember, that in this 
Place of Affliction, in this Vale of Tears, 
inveſted and overwhelm'd with ſo much Mi- 
ſery, often ſtruek with the. frightful Image 
of Death, and feiz'd with the Horrors of 
the Grave, 1 cannot eſteem myſelf happy, | 
and have Joy and Conſolation in my Evils, || 
if thou doſt not give me this ſalutary Joy, 
if thou doſt not grant me thy holy Bleſſing, 
and if thou doſt not pour thy Grace into my | 


vine Legiſlator, and it is by ats Succour thou n 
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WW  CtrISTIAN SENTIMENTS, Ge. 
= wilt make me to. advance from Virtue to 
Virtue; that is to ſay, after inſpiring me 
with the Love and Joy of thy Apoſtle for 
| Sufferings, thou wilt make me bear them 
like him with Courage and Perſeverance. 


— * 


e,, 
Of Courage requifite to ſupport a CHR 1 
er zan in the Longuors of Sickneſs. 


V 8, my Soul, thou canſt not make ſure 2 Tim. i. 
thy Triumph and Reward in Heaven, 

but by bearing with Courage the different 

and dolorous Attacks of Sickneſs. Engaged 

by thy Baptiſm to a Self- renunciation and to 1 
follow thy Saviour, by daily carrying the Lale b. 
Croſs, thou wilt not deferve the Title of ben. 
ing his Diſciple, if thou be weary of carry _.* 42 
ing his Voke, if the Weight of his Croſs 8 
diſcourages and dejects thee; thou wilt not 

be fit for his Kt; if thou followeſt not : 

his Steps, if thou endeavoureſt not to enter St. Bers. 
Wit under his Banner, if thou aſcendeſt not, 
after bis Example, by the different Degrees of 
a hard and, ſuffering, Life, if thou raiſeſt not 
thyſelf” like him by the Sweat of thy Brow, 1 
and if the Motions of thy Heart be not an 
ardent Deſire, and a ſtrong Effort to enter by „ 
the narrow Door of a happy Eternity. One St. Greg. 
s not crown'd but after having fought with Mag. 2 
ourage and Fidelity till Death; chear up 2 Tim. ü. 
| hyfelf then, my Soul, exert thy Courage 
M d Conſtancy in thy Sufferings, in Conſide- be 
i ID i | | ration 
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Violent and cruel Torments for thy Sake. 


his Father with the great Work of Man's 
Salvation, ſince he became a Surety for them 


by cheat fully undergoing the hardeſt Labours, 

by paſſing the Nights in Prayer, and the 

Days in Tears, Sighs and moſt painful Ex- 

ereiſes. If in the whole Cou urfe of his mor- 
tal Life he appear d for a few Minutes 

Mount. Tabor, inviron'd with the Splendor of 


At, it was 
Belief of his Divinity, againſt the Scandal 
of the Croſs, to which his Love for Man 


Ham. de with Moſes and Elias, on the eruel Tor- 
Trangſg. ments he was to fuffer in Jeruſalem; his Soul 
and Heart, far from being mindful of the 

-* + - Splendor of the Divine Majeſty that incom- 
pafs d him, was only occupied with the great 
Sacrifice of his Paffion and Death; inceſ- 
Marth. fantly withing for the Moment it was to be 
VII. conſummated on Mount-Calvary; and when 


Effuſion of his Blood, and by the mortal 
Wounds with which his Body was cover'd, 

9 with a new Effort of Love for Man, he 
cWried out to his Father, in theſe his laſt Words, 
Febn xix. Cunſummatum eſt. Phe Work of the World's 


ration of what Jeſus ſuffer'd for them even 
to his Death; for he does not exhort thee to 
it, but after undergoing himfelf the moſt | 


Since he took upon himſelf the:Reſem- | 
blance of a Sinner, ſince he was charged by | 


Salvation, which I had undertaken by thy 
CIT 1 Orders, 


Jan xvii. to his Juſtice, he began to make Satisfaction 


Glory, ge to his Innocence and Sanc- | 
ut to fortiſy the Apoſtles in the | 


St. Leo. was to fix him; as for him, he difcourfet Þ 


he there found his Strength exhauſted by the 
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Orders, O my Father, is now hniſh'd and 

accompliſh „ i 
Thy Indignation niet Man diminiſh'd, 

in Proportion to the Satisfaction I made thy 1 

| Juſtice by my Sweats, Fatigues, Prayers and F/ Eανr% 

Tears; but it is after ſeeing me ſpill the laſt | 

Drop of my Blood, and give my Life for 

them, that thou haſt. been reconciled to them, 

and given them the Kiſs of an everlaſting 

Peace; it is but by my Death that I have 

intirely deſtroy'd in myſelf the Reſemblance 

of Sin, I had taken upon myſelf, and that I „ns 

| ceaſe” to bear the Image of '# Sinner, 

Behold, my Soul, the Model of the Con- 

duct with which thou oughtſt to have always 

behaved ſince thy Baptiſm :. All thy Life, in = 

Imitation of that of Jeſus, ſhould have ben 

a continual Penance; as a Chriſtian, it ſhould Cone. Tr. 

have been a Warfare; a Conflict, a Mar- Se/: xiv. 

tyrdom, a dying and crucified: Life. Hadſt 

thou preſerved. he Grace of thy Regenera-. St. 4 

tion in Jeſus Chriſt, thou wouldſt not be diſ- 

penſed from it, becauſe the Life of a Chri- 

ſtian, is a Life of Croſſes and. Pains; for that 

Propenſion to Evil that remains in a. Chri- 

ſtian to his Death, and; which is the fatal 

and unexhauſtable' Source of the Temptations' | 

he ſuffers during his Eife, that Rebellion ß 

his Senſes, theſe daily Fe aults inſeparable from 

human Frailty, that "Yoke laid on thee by 
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„Jeſus Chriſt thy Maſter and. Judge, the View 
e of Heaven which is not conſiſtent but with 
„Violence and continual Efforts; all this ſhout: gt. Aug. 


©. 


| 3 thee to inceſſantly walk in the Path 
of Morthcationy and to be willing never 4 
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nance, in order to be able to ſay to Death, 


as the great Apoſtle, as Anthony, Paul, Hi- 
larion, Marcellus, Thereſa, and an _infinit || 


Number of others, all dead to the World 
and themſelves: I have finiſh'd my Courſe, 


I am come to the end of my Career, -I have | 


touch'd the Goal of my Liſe; it has been 
| very, melancholy and painful to Nature, it 


has often given me Vexation, and drawn 
Tears from me; but thro' the Mercy of my 


Saviour, I have kept faithful to his Orders. 
in the ſevere Trials which he has done me 
the Favour to make me bear; and as my 
Life had ſome Reſemblance with his, I die 
in hope of that Crown of Juſtice reſerved 
ſor me in the Day. of his Coming; Thrice 


blaappy to quit this Body under the Weight of 
wich I have ſo long groan'd, in order to go 

to enjoy the Preſence, of our Lord. Ahl my. 
Jieſus, how. far am I from being in a Con- 


dition to uſe the Words of thy Apoſtle to 
thee ; how far am I from having been faith- 
ful to, thee as I ought, all the Days of my 


Liſe h I am aſhamed, and at the ſame time 


penetrated with Grief, for having been un- 
faithful to my baptiſmal Promiſes, for having 
behaved ſo contrary to my Engagements with 
thee; thy Mercy is the only Refuge I can. 
have for my, Salvation. 

Add, my Soul, to that Obligation of the 
continual Penance of the Righteous, that which 
.- obliged thee as a Sinner, never to ceaſe 


© © ſhedding; Tears for the Loſs of thy baptiſ- 


mal Innocence, to inceſſantly implore his, 
8 1 | Mercy 


CH 1sT1 An SEN TIM EN TS, Sc. 
end thy Days,, but under the Weight of- Pe- 


1 
2 
| 


dis. Juſtice by the perpetual Oblation of an 


| Goodneſs of God had pardon'd thee thy Sins, 
as it did David's (of which thou haſt not 
the ſame Degree of Certainty that ſinful 


of thy adorable Blood would be applied to 


» * 
* 4 
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Mercy by the Rigors of Penance, to appeaſe 


humble Spirit, and contrite Heart; to con- 
tinually conſider with a ſalutary Regret, thoſe Iſaiah 
Days of- Iniquity, thoſe Months, thoſe Years viii. 
of Tnjuſtice Wherein chou haſt lived.” 

Doſt thou not know, that ſuppoſing the 


but penitent Prince had) doſt thou not know, 

I ſay, that this Goodneſs of God does not 

deſtroy the Right of his Juſtice, and that in 

grant to a true and ſincere Sorrow the Deut. 
emi ſion of Sin, it incontinently.' impoſes a Xxxviii. 

Penance as long as Life? How much then 

have I been mit 3 O my Jeſus, to bye 

often thought, at leaſt as it a 0 t 

Irregularity of my Conduct, that th ears St. Amb. 

muſt have dry'd up the Source fen which 

mine flowed; that the Penance thou haſt 

done for the Expiation of my Sins, diſpenſed -'- d 

me from doing it myſelf, and that the Merit 


me, Vader living and dying in the Works 

of Chriſtian Mortification. "It . 
.1 render thy Providence, all merciful! in my 

"ann a thouſand Thanks for procuring 

me, PT Infirmity, the'Means of ſupplying 

what been deficient in my Repentance, 

which ſhould never ceaſe until T ceaſe to be; 

ſince Infirmity has not only the Sharp neſs | 

of a Sword to cut the fatal Links which tye St. Fulgen: 

me to Creatures, but the Weight of a Wh; a Vit. 

ot break my Body and Heart in thy 

Preſence, 
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CHRISTIAN, SEN TIMEN TS, Or. 


Preſence, for having loved them contrary to 


thy Orders; and to make of the one and 
the other, a Sacrifice of Expiation always 


aàgreeable in thy Sight. 


O my God, finding myſelf unable, thro? 


the Infirmities of my Body, to exerciſe on 


myſelf the Rigors of Penance, grant me true 


Sorrow for having ſo much neglected it thro' | 
Effeminacy and Cowardiſe, and Grace to 


ſupply it, not only by a ſincere Will to im- 


brace it till Death, if ever I come to recover 
my Health ; but by a ſtedfaſt and conſtant 


Courage to bear, the reſt of my Days, all 


the Evils it ſhall pleaſe thee to ſend me. 


| I ˖ it not likewiſe an Effect of an all-gra- 


* 
wn 


| Talithvii 


— 


! bl 
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tuitous Mercy, to make me avoid, by a few 
Days Pain here, the incomprehenſible Pains 


of Eternity. What ! if the Saints, if all the 
Juſt, while t ey ſuffer'd the molt. ſenſible and 


* 


the ſharpeſt Pains, have declared that Heaven 


was given almoſt for nothing, and that there 


viii, was no Proportion between the Sufferings 


of this Life, and the Glory they procure us 
in the other; have. I not a double Motive 
to bear mine with Love and Courage, ſee- 


ing the Goodneſs of God annexes the ſame 


Leward to them, and makes me avoid by 
them the Rigors of his Juſtice. ' | 

O my Lord, and my Ged, I ſhall never 
ceaſe to publiſh the Wonders of thy Mercy, 
while thou preſerveſt me upon Earth: Grant 
I may alſo ſing them for all Eternity, that 


my whole Occupation may, for the future, 


be to ſhew | thee my Gratitude, for that 


in puniſhing my Infidelities by the Pains of 


- Sickneſs, 
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CugssTAAN SENTIMENTS, Ce. 
Sickneſs, it pleaſeth thee: to forgive-and/fors 
get them; that in purifying my Soul by Sut- 
ferings, it pleaſeth thee, to deliver it after 
Death from the Flames of Purgatory; that 
in acknowledging me, by the ſharp Pains I St. ab in 
ſuffer, the Dilciple of. Jeſus, and thy Child, PS. 
thou raiſeſt me up to Chriſtian: Hope, and _ 
bermitteſt me to look ſtill upon Heaven as 1 
my Portion and my Inheritancgttde. —_ 
© - Caſt then fink. my Soul, the Eyes of thy 
| Faith towards that holy Habitation of tzùe 
heavenly Father; think often of that happy 
Place of Abode, and of the Happineſs of 
thoſe who. inhabit. it; there is no Object fitter 
to prevent Deſpondency and human Frailty, | 
and to animate thee. to Cour ane! in mY 
greateſt, Sufferings. 

All the Saints and uſt, of both THAT ES 
have borne with Courage the greateſt Mife .. |. 
W moſt ſenſible Pains and cruel Tor- 2 
ments, by conſidering the Reward they ſhould 
receive for it in Heaven: Towards which 
they continually bent their Thoughts, per- 
ſuaded that they ſhould therein ſee the happy 
Day of e that they ſhould be deliver d 
by it from the Exils of this. miſerable 2 Tertal. 


| 
© | 
$ | 
| 
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and find in God all the Good their Heart £46. 4% 
7 Wl could "Deſires: . { Mark. 

- It is the Hopes of 1 es 3 nok g - Ki 
4 only ſtedfaſt and 3 under the greateſt 

* Tribulations, but victorious . over Torments 


and Death itſelf: For it is not enough to 
fight, one muſt oyercome; the Kingdom of 
at God is not given but to the victorious; all 
of |" ts, Who are in Poſſeſſion of WY 
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Wn 4% CurISTIAN SENTIMENTS, Oc. 
A.. vii. Palms in their Hands as a Proof and Mark | 
= of the Conqueſt they have made of it. I Thall | 
make to fit with me and on my Throne, 
Bid. c. iii. ſays our Saviour, thoſe who ſhall: have con- 
8 quer'd, as I am ſeated myfelf with my Fa- 
ther in his Throne, becauſe I have been vic- | 
torious over the Dolors of the Croſs. Come, 
ſays he again, partake' of my Honour and 
| Glory, ye who have follow'd me in my Paſ- 
| fion, ye who have carry'd my Croſs with in- 
Lake xxii. violable Stedfaſtneſs, and drank of my Cup, 
r $0002 4396375 24h 
Ahl my Soul, if thou repreſented'ſt eften 
to thyſelf the Glory of the Triumph which 
God prepares in Heaven for the victorious ; 
if thou didſt but think often of the immortal 
Lib. iii. Crowns with which the Saints are adorn'd, 
de-Fnit.\\ becauſe they paſs d their Life in Tribulations 
Chrift. c. and Paine, thou wouldſt be more glad to 
17. ſuffer in Obedience to God's Orders, and in 
Conformity with thy Saviour, than to en- 
joy Strength and Health, ever deſirable, I 
grant, to a Nature averſe to Sufferings, but 
always leſs proper for attaining the Sancti 
neceſſary to enter into Heaven. Thou would 
ſay with the Apoſtle: I place my whole Con- 
ſolation in the Afflictions I ſuffer for Jeſus, 
who alone can make my Felicity and Happi- 
2 Cor, xii. neſs after my Death © 
= What is there in Effect, my Soul, ſo hard, 
S t. Bern. fo painful and dolorous, but thou 'oughtſt to 
8 fſuffer with a good Heart and Conſtancy, to 
enjoy Jeſus Chriſt in Heaven? Canſt thou 
heſitate a Moment to give all thou poſſeſſeſt, 
even thy very Life, in order to procure ar 0 
A. a ; Fo 
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Cer KIS TAN SENTIMENTS, SC, 
ſelf the eternal Poſſeſſion of a Good that 
ſurpaſſes all that can be ſaid or thought of 
it; a-Good worthy the Omnipotence, Li- 
= berality and Magnificence of a God; a Good 
= that is the Price of the Labours and Blood 
= of Jeſus Chriſt; a Good with which all-the 
= Sufferings of the Saints, great as they were, 
has no Proportion; a Good that is alone 
capable to ſatisfy All the Defires of the Heart 
of Man; a Good that conſtitutes God's own 
Beatitude as well as that of his Elect. : 

O how amiable and precious muſt the Af- 
Hlictions of this Life be, that are ſo. highly 
rewarded in the other! O lucky Change 
O happy Death that deprives us of à ſhort 
and painful Life, to give us a Life of Reſt 
during all Eternity. I would very willingly 
loſe the one, ſaid St. Bernard, to evetlaſtingly 
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pally the other. Such is, O my Soul, the 4 
| 1 Dgu ge of the Juſt, while their Eyes are 9 4 
1 lifted up'to Heaven. If thou didſt conſider, i 
1 as they did, the Happineſs of thoſe who in- | H 7 
habit the celeſtial Jeruſalem, if thou wert II;. in. 
4 | thoroughly convinced of it as they were, de Init. 


how durſt thou to even once complain of thy Chrift. c. 
- WH Afﬀictions? Is it not juſt to ſuffer all man- xvii. 


L ner of Pains and Tribulations for the ever- 
L- laſting Life that is promiſed thee ? Is not 

race given to a Chriſtian in order to fight ? 
ly Js not the Conqueſt of the Kingdom of Hea- 
0 ven of the greateſt Importance, and ought 
0 we not to uſe all Endeavours, to gather all 
u 


our Strength, to make the greateſt Efforts 
co procure us the Poſſeſſion of it. 
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CHRISTIAN SENTIMENTS, Sr. 
Behold thy Saviour and his Saints, who 
did not enter. into Heaven but after having 
ſuffer'd long and violent Conflicts upon Earth; 
it was but by the way of Tribulations and 
Sufferings that they attain'd that Place of 
Reſt and eternal Felicity. Thus, my Scul, 
thy Victory over the Evils of this Life muſt 
bear Reſemblance with his, in order to have 
Share in his Triumph ; thou canſt not aſcend 
his Throne but after having conſtantly walk” 


ſenſual Nature. The View of Heaven muſt 
inſpire thee with this Chriſtian Generofity, 


and put into thy Hand that Sword which 


Matib. x. 


thy Divine Maſter came to bring into the 


World, not only to fight, but to overcome 


this inordinate Love of Life, to ſtrip thee of 
this terreſtrial Man that bends thee towards 


the Earth, to break and deftroy this ſinful 


St. Bern. 


and that to ee Delicacy and Senfua- 


Heb. Xii. . 


Body, which ties thee to Creatures, and ob- 
ſtructs thy Reunion with Gd. 
Ah! my Lord, how late am I come to the 
Knowledge of theſe ſolid and holy Truths, 
how little have I meditated and reliſhed them, 


lity: I lament in thy Preſence my Indolence, 1 
I am aſhamed cf my Weakneſs and Cowar- | 
dice. O my Soul, oughtſt thou not oſten 1 

to ſay in the Violence of thy Sufferings ? I 
What! thou haſt never given a Drop of 
Blood for the Service of thy God, who has 7 
been ſo profuſe in ſpilling his for thee, and 1 
thou dareft complain of thy Pains. What C 
thou refuſeſt to have ſome Share in the Suf - te 
4 IP : FE) I | ferings þ 


{ 


-ous is ſcarce ſaved, if he does not attain Prov. xi. 


Fete exeluded from his Inheritance? No- 


A | | 1 
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erings of thy Saviour; what! thou feareſt 
to partake of his Pains, which are the Way 
nd Pledge of Salvation. Ah! if the Righte- 


. 


eaven but through a great deal of Tribu- 31. 
lations, if he does not make a Conqueſt of 
the Kingdom of God, but by the moſt vio- 
lent Efforts, what will become of a delicate 
and Alothful Sinner, unwilling toſuffer? 
Wouldſt thou that, at the Hour of Death, 
God ſhould not acknowledge thee as one of Heb. xi. 
his beloved Children, ſeeing he tries by Af. N 
flictions thoſe whom he Loves, and what will 
be thy Lot if diſown'd of God, and conſe- 


ing elſe but Reprobation and Hell. And 
haſt thou, my Soul, ever thoroughly conſider” d 

e Rigor and Eternity of its Pains? What! I. xxxiii 
after being indebted to the Divine Mercy 
for not havin ag long ſince condemn'd thee to 
it, fer the Number of Sins thou haſt com- 
mitted, oughtſt thou not to be thankful that 
it pleaſeth him to cleanſe thee of them by 
Sickneſs, in order to render thee worthy of 
bis Kingdom; be never then tired of Suffe- 2% 
rings, fight generouſly the Fight of Faith - 2 The. 1, 
have recourſe to the Arms which God pre- c 
ſents thee, to procure to thyſelf the eter- 
nal Life which is promiſed thee: Behold, 
Jeſus, who is crown'd in Heaven with Ho- 
nour and Glory, for the Pains and Death he Hes. . 
Tuffer'd on Earth: he is the Model of the 
Conflicts which he orders thee to ſuſtain af- 
ter his Example, and of the Victory which 
he _ thou chouldlt obtain over the Evils 


Da | that 
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CHRISTIAN SENTIMENTS, &. 
that inviron thee: as he has conſummated the 
Work of thy Salvation on the Croſs, by the 
Effuſion of his Blood, in order to apply the 
Merxits of it to thee, he wills thou ſhouldſt 
be conſumed and deſtroyed by the Dolors of 
Sickneſs and Death itſelf. | 


25270 in. Be not diſcourged then, my Soul, by the 


Heb: xii. 


HEccl. i. 


Maiouſneſs and Violence of the Nilas that 
ſucceſſively oppreſs thee, call to Mind the 
Virtues of Patience, Generofity and Con- 
ſtancy ſo neceſſary for thee, remembring thou 
accompliſheſt the Will of God in patiently 


ſuffering, and procureſt to thyſelf the eter- 


nal Happineſs with which he promiſes to 
crown thy Afflictions; awake and animate 
thy Courage, for fear of drawing on thyſelf 
the Curſe that God pronounces againſt thoſe 


who loſe Courage in the Trial, which he i is 


. Pleaſed to make them undergo... 


It is true, one muſt have a moſt. hewick 


Patience and. Fortitude, when Sufferings: are 


fo tedious and the Combat ſo violent; but 
remember that God's Puniſhments, as well 
as his Rewards, are everlaſting : That the 
fame God, who declares he will not permit 
us to be tempted beyond our Strength, will 


. likewiſe have us to uſe all Efforts on our 
Side to reſiſt Temptation. What! my Scul, 


oughtſt thou not to ſay to thyſelf, when 
preſs'd by Deſpondency and Impatience, ſince 
God is Githful in his Promiſes, ought-I-not 
to be likewiſe ſo in the Execution of his 
Orders? Beſiies, does not an eternal Reſt and 
Happineſs deſerve to be purchaſed by. infinite 
1 And 1 the Goodneſs of yy 

f 1205 
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CRISTTAN SENTIMENTS, Ge. 53% 
does not require of | thee this juſt Price of St. 4. 
his Kingdom, fince in order to grant it thee, in. P/ 
he is pleaſed to accept of only a few Days xxxvi. 
of Pains and Sufferings j make thy Advan- St. Greg. 
tage then of theſe precious Moments meri- M. Hom. ll 
torious of eternal Happineſs; let the hopes ] y. 
thou art in of attaining Heaven animate thee 
in thy Sufferings; let the Ardour of thy Cou- 
rage ſupply for the ſhort Time that remains 
to thee to make a Conqueſt of it; look upon 
thyſelf as the Labourer in the Goſpel who 
began not his Work but at the laſt Hour, 
and to whom the Goodneſs of God gave 
the ſame Wages he did to thoſe who had 
laboured from the Morning of their Life, ol 
which is Youth; the Reward is great, ſee- St. fag. i 
ing it is no other but God himſelf. The Har- EH. 
veſt of Merit and Glory which thou! ſhalt lui. i 
gather in at Death, will laſt forever; ſtrive 
then with thy whole Might to obtain it by I 
the Fidelity and Stedfaſtnefs of thy Courage, A 
But, remember, my Soul, that if Jefus _ 
Chriſt is the Model cf the Victory, he com- 
mands thee to get over thy Sufferings and 
Death, he himſelf is alſo the Author and 
principal Cauſe of it: Thou art too weak to St. Bern. 
fight and overcome thyſelf; it muſt be by Ser. de. a 
the Aſſiſtance of the Grace of Jeſus Chriſt Dedie. : ü 
thou canſt ſurmount that Repugnance thon 
haſt for Sickneſs and Death, and that Incli- 

nation for Life and Health; convinced of th 
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| own Weakneſs ceaſe not to implore his Af- _ 

ſtance, ever giving him the Glory and Ho- 1 Cor. xv. 
| WH hour of the TR thrice happy for thee Mx 
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Cn RIST an SENTIMENTS, Sc. 


to receive the Fruits and Reward of it from 


his liberal Hand. 
Ves, O my Jeſus, I confeſs and Laine 
on thy Word, that without thy Succour, I 


1 cannot break the Links, which tye me to 


Creatures, or wean myſelf from the Life of 
the Body; without thy Grace I cannot con- 
ſent to its Ruin and Deſtruction, or look on 
the Evils that incompaſs me as light, much 
lefs bear them with Patience: For J conti- 
nually feel. my Weakneſs, inclining to com- 


plain of them. Thou thyſelf, O Lord, ſeeſt 


and knoweſt this Weakneſs incident to my 


Nature: It would be Raſhneſs in me, to dare. 
- anſwer for my Good-will and brag. of my 


Strength in patiently ſuffering. the Evils that 
come from thy, Hand. Thou knoweſt. I can- 
not perform what I promifed thee, without 
thy own Aſſiſtance: For, being incapable to 
form of myſelf one good Thought, as coming 
from myſelf, or- conceive in my Heart 
Deſire ſalutary to my Soul; how dare I be- 
lieve myſelf capable of practiſing, without 
thy Help, Virtues which infpire me with the 
Hatred of myſelf, and; prompt me to bear 
Evils that tend to the Diſſolution ok, a Fair 
fo dear to me? 
No, O Lord, without thy 7 IRR: on 
which I wholly depend, I ſuccumb and periſh. 
Unhappy am I, if IJ ceaſe but a dba to 
place my Confidence in thee; my Loſs. is 
inevitable, if I ſeek not thy Protection; come 
then to my Aſſiſtance, confidering my Weak- 
9 and. preſſing * z caſt a * 
Abl 


CHRISTIAN SEN TIMEN ITS, Se. 


able look on me from thy Throne; infufe 
thy Grace into my Heart, to the end I max 
bear patiently and become victorious over 
the Pains of Sickneſs and Death itſelf ; Be 
thou Witnefs, of the painful and oppreſſing 
Condition to which I am reduced; but al- 
ways join thy Mercy to thy Looks. Be not 
a Spectator of my Sufferings but in order to P/. xxiv. 
help me to peaceably bear them. 1 
Thou aſſureſt me, O my Jeſus, that when- 
ever I ſhall have Recourſe to thee in my 
Neceſhties, thou wilt be ready to come to 
my Aſſiſtance, and as there is no Condition 
poorer or weaker than that which I now am 
in, pour upon me the Abundance of thy A 
holy Grace; grant me Strength to perſevere Y, H 
in the good Diſpoſitions thou haſt given me; 4 
Aniſh what thou haſt begun in me, to the 
end I may ſay with a great Saint, whoſe Life 
Was but Croſſes and Afflictions: O Weak- 
neſs ! O Infirmity ! O Sickneſs ! How. pre- 
cious and deſirable art thou, ſeeing thou pro- 
eureſt me the Occaſion of flying to the 1 
Mercy of my Saviour, and begging the Suc- St. Bern. 
copr of holy Lace; 8 
Les, O my Jeſus, convinced of the Fi- 
delity of thy Promiſes, I hope thou wilt not 
permit that Temptation, almoſt inſeparable 
from painful Trials, ſhould get the better of I 
me, and that thou wilt give me Strength | 
not only to reſiſt but to overcome. 5 1 
1 „ O my God, in order 
to publiſh thy Mercies in Favour of me. 
that without the Succour of thy. Grace, aq 
bas often ſweeten'd in my Soul the Bitter- 
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neſs of Sickneſs, and render'd poſſible that 


which, without it, is impoſſible to Nature, I 
ſhould long ſince have loſt Courage, mur- 


mur' d at my Lot, and drawn thine Indig- 


| Jer. 1 
4 i. 


F eplon. I. 


as ene of his Members; con 


nation upon me. Ih Effeck, O Saviour of 

Soul; attentive to the Sighs and Groans 
oetaffioncd by the Violence and lon Dura- 
tion of my Sufferings, how often haſt thou 
aſſiſted, fortified and confoled me. by the 
Un Gion of thy Grace? How often haſt thou 
drawn near, and made me inter iorly hear 
thefe comfortable Words: Take Courage; I 


am with thee not only as thy God, but united 


to thee, and fliffer in thee as thy Head 3 
O my Soul, ſince thou haſt f5 often ex- 
perienced the Divine Aſſiſtance in the vio- 
ent Temptations of Infirmities, while thou 
thinkedſt of Jeſus, and confiteredft thyſelf 
Fer no more 

thy Pains in themſelves, but look on them 
in the Perſon of thy Saviour, who having 
borne them all to make them ſalutary to thee, 
has confecrated them, by his Example, and 
foftens them by the Unction of his Grace. 
Imbrace often his Croſs, reflect on the 
incomprehenfible Dolors he ſuffer'd on it for 
Love of thee, and thine will become li th 


. and agreeable by, paralleling one with t 


other. Inceflantly tell him, thou haſt the Ho- 
nour of being his Diſciple, and one of his 
Members; peiſevere in following his Steps 
and carrying his Yoke, and earneſtly beg 
that his Gn may come to the Aſſiſtance 


of thy Weakneſs and ſtrengthen thee. Con- 
ider often that Jeſus, has paſs'd * ac 
eath 


We 


_ CanrsTIan SenTIMENTS, Ce. 
Death of the Croſs to a glorious Life, in 19 
Heaven, in order to make the Succours and 
Graces he merited on that Inſtrument of thy | 
Salvation to deſcend upon thee. - 

O Croſs of my Jeſus, which art fo ſalutary 

to me, which art my Support, my Strength 

and only Hope, preſent thyſelf to my Eyes, 

and be for the future the only Object of 

them, to inſpire my Heart with thy Love. 

May thy Ignominies be always agrecable' to St. Bern 
me through Gratitude, ſeeing it is by thy 

Means the Work of my Salvation has 1 
n 


er A. P. . _— 
Croſs of Ir sus Principle and Model of © 


the holy Diſpeſitions WF aCHR ISTIAN 
in Sickneſß. 


M Jeſus, in e ee 

feſſing thee on the Croſs the only Son 
of the heavenly Father, the Image and Sub- 
ſtance of God himſelf, the Creator of Heaven 
and Earth, of Angels and Men, the God 
in-whom all things ſubſiſt, and from whom . _  « 
cvery Creature receives his Being, Motion b i. 4 
and Life; thou art thereon the Object of v. 160 "079 1 
my Homage and Adoration : But in acknow- | 
ledging thee likewiſe upon this Croſs the Son "1 1 
of God made Man, become paſſible and Bidem. . | 1 
mortal for my Salvation, thou art the Ob- xxii. 40 
F of my Gratitude, Love and. Imitation. 
ES. © _ 


4 
Mut 
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Inſpire me upon this Bed of Sorrow, where 
Di beholdeſt me, with the Sentiments. 
and Diſpoſitions, favourable to my Salvation, 
which thou hadſt on the Croſs; grant that 
in meditating on them I may reliſh them,. 
and in reliſhing them, Emay be docile and 
faithful to them, as thou haſt been to the. 
Will of thy. Father, in the cheating 
| Pains of thy Paſſion and Death. 15 


A R TAC LA A 


The Sick Chriſtian bearten'd at the Sight 


of Jeſus on the Croſs, giving bis Life 
for his Flock, as the good Shepherd. 


IT is on this. Crab, O my Jeſus, thou 
art the good Shepherd, who Kr himſe]£: 
up to Death for the Salvation of. bis Flock; 
I have the Happineſs. to be of the Number 
by my Baptiſm ;. thou haſt received me from 
the Hand of thy Father by this Sacrament, 
in order to defend me from that 'infernal. 
Fiend, that ſeeks my Ruin and Perdition :- 
But what Labours, Sweats, Fatigues- and. 
Torments has. this Quality of Shepherd ex- 
3 pofed thee to for me? What Care and ar- 
> too, i, Jak Zeal haſt thou uſed to bring me back 
5 from my Strayings to thy Flock, which thou 
175 o dearly. loveſtt- How haſt thou enter'd. into 
: che Particulars of the Sickneſs, Languars and 
| other ſpiritual Neceffities of my Soul, in or- 
der to cure and remedy them at the Expence 
of thy own very Life? Thou haſt given for 
* 9 this = and Divine. life, O 


's $8: ny 
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my Jeſus, not thro”) the Pains of 3 _ 
or any Weakneſs of Age and Nature, but ü 
by the cruel and infamous Death of the Croſs 3. 
becauſe thou wouldſt not take on thyſelf 

the Title of Paſtor of our Souls, but after Hier. 
having been for us the propitiatory Lamb, Ham. 


| 

| 
the Victim: offer d and conſumed in the bloody Xvi. 
Myſtery of thy Paſſion. + » | | 
| 

| 

| 

1 


Couldſt thou, O my „Jaa become the 
Paſtor of my Soul 3 a juſter Title? Does 
not thy Blood, which has been the Price of 
it, ingage me to be always thankful for the 
Purchaſe thou haſt made of it, by bearing 
in my Body the Image and Reſemblance of 1 Car, vis. 
thy Sufferings ? Such are the Marks by which +: |: * 
thou knoweſt thy Sheep: And as Co of 1 
wa TO thou warneſt me to be always 
"_ to receive the Afflictions which Iam 
ffer after thy Example: And the time 
is now come to indure them; what Mercy, 
O my Jeſus, that have not the falſe Peace 
of this World for my Lot, as many others” 8 * 
who quietly enjoy its Pleaſures and Happi- _ 
neſs, who x Br; with the Suggeſtions of a = ._ 
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ſtructive Pride, and following the inordinate 
Deſires of their Hearts, become the Devil's. 
Flock, and Victims to everlaſting Death, _ | 
What Mercy to make me fifter the Evils- . 

of this Life, that I may not ſuͤffer everlaſt- - 
ing Torments-in the next. Once more, mp7: Wa 
Jeſus, what Mercy to make me walk in 111 
ae Steps by Afflictions; to lead me after 1: 
S thee in the Paths of Jultice,! wherein thou- 
5 vouchfafeſt to be as a Shepherd to me, and 
ö * to * me fullfil by the Sufferings nay 


RE. _ _ 
Xx - I. 
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OrrRTST TAN SENTIMENTS; Of: 
this preſent Life, the Condition to which 
thou haſt annex d my Salvation for all Eter-. 


nity! One cannot enjoy the Felicity of that 
bleſſed Habitation, without going through the 
Evils of this Land of Bondage: One cannot 


drink of the Torrent of Delights. with which 


tho Saints are tranſported in Heaven, but after 


baving drank, like them, cf the Torrent of 


E, v. 


| Fames i. 
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Bitterneſs in this-World ; before a Chriſtian 
is admitted to the Face of his Lord in Glory; 
he muſt behold his Back carrying the Croſe, 
and partake of it with him, by an humble 


Acceptation. of the Pains.. of this: Life, be- 
fore he gathets, in the Boſom of. God, a plen- 
tiful Harveſt of tranſporting Joy; he muſt 


fow in Groans and Tears, by. continually 
feeling the Miſeries of this Body, which ſc 
parates us from him, before he enters into 
the celeſtial Country, the Inhabitants whereof 
taſte the Sweets of Reſt, and are in Ecſta- 
ſies of everlaſting Joy he muſt live a while 
in the Land of thoſe Doves, who lament 
and ſiffer for the Ab ſenee of their Divine 
Spouſe. I had often promiſed thee, O So- 


vereign Paſtor of my Soul, to be attentive 
to thy Call, and faithful to follow thee, be 
it it ever ſo painful ſo to do, but it is now 


thou requireſt the Trial of it: Thou ex- 
pecteſt not Words but Works. In Effect, 


in order to bear Reſemblance with thee, one 
muſt ſuffer and. die with thee. O my Soul, 
oughtſt thou not often to ſay to thyſelf, if 
the Love and Goodneſs of thy Divine Paſtor 
has expoſed him to ſo much Pain, and en- 
gaged him to give his very Life to make ther 


* b 


* " ut 
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enter into the F lock of his heavenly Fa- x * 


ther; oughtſt thou not to give thine with a 16. 
good Heart, as an Acknowledgment of ſo 
great a Favour? As this good Shepherd has 
redeem'd thee by the Price of his. Blood, 
which he ſhed on the Croſs, with ſo much 
Conſtancy, oughtſt thou not. to. apply the 
Merit of it to thyſelf, by offering. him thine, 
not-only without repining, but ae 
ſion, in the Pains of Sickneſs}? ; | 
What Happineſs it is to 8 by Af St. 4 
fictions and, Sufferings. one of God's. Flock! . ii. 7 
What an Advantage it is to be of the Num- Ovib. 
ber of his true and. beloved Sheep, whom 


good Shepherd often feeds with the Bread af | 


of Tears on Earth, to make them long for Pas 
the eternal Paſture of Heaven E What a Com- lexviii. _ 


fort it is in the Anguiſh of Pain, to conſider Ge. halte 1 | 


that the Croſs is oy Portion of the Friends 
of God, and that his Mercy meaſures the 
Greatneſs of Love which he bears his Elec, 
by the Number of Afflictions he makes, them 
ſuffer in this World! What Joy it is to be 
own'd at the Hour of Death, as a. Sheep ſa- 
crificed in Imitation of Jęſus . N Tri- 
umph to be then preſented by the holy An- 
gels at the Tribunal of the „ way 3 


with the Teſtimony of a Liſe conſumed b .-. 


the Labours of. Penance, or by the Pains © 
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Sickneſs ! It is. his Croſs that will; decide in 2 ad f a8 


that Moment 158 eternal Doom; if. thou art ii 19, Sc. 118 


willing that it ſhould then be a Sign of, Be- Se ern. 
nediction and Salvation, make it now. the - 


be of Sa Love and Imutationg:.j fr :; ꝶ ́ꝑ.(. 
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CnRISTIAN SSN TTM EN TS, &. 
Look upon the Pains and Tribulations of 


oy * this Life, as the Foundation of the Happi- 


neſs promiſed thee in the next; embrace with 


a good Heart all the Occaſions of ſuffering. 


and Frial, which the Goodneſs of God pro- 
cures thee 3 eſteem thyſelf happy, when he 
treats thee as he did his own Son; enter 
willingly into the Deſigns and Views of this 
dear Son thy Saviour, Who having undergone 


the Dolors and Death of the Croſs, in order 


to -procure thee the Life of Grace, and a. 


| . to his Father's Kingdom, takes care 


to preſerve in thee theſe happy Advantages, 
by the ſalutary Stripes of Tribulation, oy 


xlviii. which he himfelf has merited them for 


© becauſe having within us a Fund of Sell love 
and Defire of Independence ( the fatal Source 


of our Strayings from the ways of Salvation) 
if this charitable Shepherd do not continu- 
ally watch to guard our Souls, if he do 
not ſtop up the way, that leads us to Per- 
dition with a Hedge of Thorns, according to 


. the Expreſſion of a Prophet; if, by the Evil 


which he heaps on us, he de not ſuſtain 


us in the Declivity of the Abyſs to which 


"we run, if, even in order to render our Hearts 


ſteadfaſt in Goodneſs, he do not mix Bitters 


St; Bern. 


Fa. 23 


with our Pleaſures, bees they may retard 
us in our Courfe to hy where we al- 


ways ought to tend; if, I ſay, this wiſe and 


| good Shepherd do'not uſe theſe Means afflic- 
ting to Nabe, we ſhall ſtray from his Care 


2 cxviii. like loft Sheep, and in incur r he __ of eter- 


nal Ruin. 


_—_— oY 
- 1 _ 


our Souls has drawn upon him the moſt ri- 


Title of one of his Flock. 


the ſalutary Diſcipline of Sickneſs, ſo proper Jerem. 3 


have, through the Afﬀiſtance of thy Grace, 
taken my Reſolution ; I firmly purpoſe to 


2 aud 8 me * thy Grace 7 Nil. 


„ 
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In teſtifying then, my Soul, thy Acknow- 
2 to this Divine Saviour for | 1 
mindful of thee, when thou hadſt forgot him; St. 1 24 J 
for having fought thee, when thou fraiedft vi. Conf. 
from him; for followin thee, when thou 
ſhunnedft him, and for bringing thee back. . 
when thou wentft out of the declare 
unto him, that ſince the quality o Paſtor of. 


gorous Ulage from the Juftice of his Father. Wl 
thou conſenteſt that he ſhould ufe thee in the. 1 
fame manner, in order to have the happy 


O my Jeſus, ceaſe not then to hold over- 
me the Rod of Affliction, ſo neceſſary to lead We 
and preſerve me among thoſe, who are to 
poſſeſs thine Inheritance: Continue to uſe "nM 


to make me attentive ta thy Will, and con- 
formable to thy Example. In the Days of, G 
my Health I gloried in dene of the Num 
bop of thy Diſciples,” and while I appear*d in 
the Eyes of Men to hearken to, and follow --- © al 
the Voice of thy Grace, I very often fol- 1 
low'd only that of my blind Paſſions. Par- 

don me, my Jeſus, for my Infidelities; I ? 


employ the reſt of my Days i in 8 Service; 


Jam willing to follow thee in this new way Id. e. xvi. 4 55 
af Tribulation and Sufferings which thy holy - TH 
| Humanity: has traced out for me: But I hope, 


that in following thee,. thou wilt take care 
of me, ſupport me againſt the Efforts of me 


e Cars Ax SENTIMENTS, Gr. 
; the. Virtue of thy ſacred Body, which is the 
Food my Soul requires now more than ever. 
For, O my Divine Paſtor, thou knoweſt 
that being but weak and infirm of myſelf, I 
cannot, without thy Grace, have the Reſolu- 
tion neceſſary to follow thee in. that Path full 


ok Thorns and Brambles, which thou traceſt 


for me by thy Example, and wherein thou 
commandeſt me to walk aſter thee. Since 


St. Bonaw. thy Mercy is pleaſed. to own me as one of 
| thy Sheep, by the dolorous Mark of Tribu- 


lation, in order to ſhew my Acknowledg- 


ment thereof, grant I may correſpond by an 

entire Submiſſion to thy voy Will; give me 

attentive Ears, and a conſtant and faithful 
Cant, & Heart to hear and obey thy Voice; let thy 
„ Grace direct my Steps, and ſupport my Weak- 


— 


neſs, in the painful Path that is to bring me 
to thee: Deliver up my Body, if it pleaſe 
thee, to the moſt violent Pains, expoſe it to 

| the Danger of periſhing, draw it near to the 
pf . Horrors of the Grave, cover it, with the 

EF & kyii. Image of Death; I ſhould. expect all theſe 
Miſeries, as the juſt Puniſhment of my Sins: 

But for my Soul, revive it, convert it more 

and more to thee, by the interior Unction 

of thy holy Spirit; feed it. with that. celeſtial 

Bread which is the Life of it; ꝓut. it under 

the Protection of thy Mercy, and powerfully 
ſupport it by the Succour of thy Grace, in 
the Fatigucs, Bitterneſs and Weakneſs, it 
muſt meet with in the way that. yet remains 

do conduct. it to thee ;. be mindful that I am 

Pf bæxiii. but a poor, weak, infirm and ſick Creature; 
cConſidler me as. that. poor Sheeg of which a 
l . Prophet 


. 2 — ou — AA 


Pro eee pole t to the Inſults of 
many Enemies that attack me within and 3 
without, with a Deſign to ſeparate me from 
that Flock, which is to enjoy the Effect of - - 
thy Promiſes ; without thee, I cannot. avoid 
becoming a Prey co their Violence and their 

Fury; conſider thou art my Lord and my 

God; remember thou haſt declared thyſelf Gen.alvii. 
my Shepherd from my earlieſt Youth, that 

thou ' haſt hitherto given me Marks of thy 

molt. tender Love, and the moſt ſecret Aſſu- 

rances of thy Protection; continue then, 1 

befeech thee, thy Vigilance and Care over - 
me, in the painful Paths of the Tribulation Zach. xi. 

I am in; be my Guide to my very Entrance 7. | 
into he celeſtial Sion, where all my Vows 
and Deſires tend; perinit not that the Hard- 
ſhip of the Journey ſhould ever make me to 
give myſelf up to ern and Impati- 
ence; but grant that, by thy Grace, theſe 
very Hardſhips, and all the Gates Accidents 
of my Paſſage, be they ever ſo ſorrowful, 
may ſerve to raiſe me more and more to- WO 
- wards thee, and unite me to thee for ever; | 
behold the holy Covenant thou haſt made 
with me, and ſeal'd with thy preci»us* Blood 
on the Croſs, thro* the Virtue of which E 
addreſs myſelf to thee for-Suceour, 

O Croſs of my Saviour FO ſalutary Sion ; 
of our Redemption! O glorious -T ww og of 
the Divine Power !« Be thou now my whole - 
Strength, as thou art my only Hope. Make 
ſuch Rvely Impreſſions in my Heart and Mind, 
that the Kenebpahee of the Stripes which 
the Divine Paſtor 'of my Soul has received 
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on thee, and the mortal Pains he ſuffer'd 
for the Sake of my Salvation, may engage 
me to thank and glorify him in mine, by 
Patience, Submiſſion and Courage, which I 
beſeech him to grant mme. 


A N T Ls LE Hl. 
The Chriſtian comforted in his Sickneſs, 
by bebolding Feſus on the Crofs, as the 
_ Lamb of God ſacrificed for our Sins. 
1 44 . | LY „„ 
O my Jeſus, only Ohjes of the Adora- 

en, ſeeing thou art the 
Creator of all things, I confeſs and acknow- 


5 ledge thee upon this Croſs as the Man-God, 


who by the Humiliations, Sufferings and 
Death on it, rendereſt the Divine Majeſty. 


the Homage and Adoration which I have but 


Achs xvii. 
28. 


too long refuſed. to give it. Holding from 
bis. paternal and all-powerful Goodneſs, the 
Eſſence and Life of my Soul and Body, I 
ought to. make them fubſervient to his Glory, 
and conſecrate them to his Service by an 


humble Devotion, and intire F idelity to his 


Ordets: And yet thro! a monſtrous Ingra- 


 titude; thro' an incomprehenſible Infidelity 


and Rebellion, I imploy' d againſt, God the 
Gifts which I had received from himſelf, I 


refuſed. him the moſt reaſonable and juſt Obe- 


dience, and have facrificed to the Devil, who 
is the Enemy of his Glory and my Salvation. 
Penetrated, O my Jeſus, with the Inſults 
done to che Majeſty, of -thy Father), chen 


eonſentedſt to xepair it by the ee 
5 the 


Fy 45 , 4. 


at 4 \ 
F 9 
5 
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ens; ne ro 1 
the Croſs, and bloody Outrages of thy Paſ+ wo 
ſion: Not content to acknowledge and. adore - 
the- Sovereign Grandeur of God by the inn. | 

effable Myſtery of thy 8 thou 1 
would render. him all the Homage he de- 
ſerves, by the Loſs of thy own Life; thou : 
haſt delivered. thyſelf to Death, as the Vic- Epbeſ *. 
tim that could alone be ES] in his Sight; 2* | 
the Sacrifice of | js Obedience which thou 
renderedſt to thy Father from thy coming VE 
into the World, influenced all thy Actions 
thou ſoughteſt only his Glory, in 3 

and conſuming dy kei, by the molt xi | 
Penance, 1 and ee, © | =—_ 
But, my Jeſus, thou haſt look'd. on wr = 
Salyation as contributing to the Glory and. Tertz/. 1 

| fulfilling the Will: of 4 Father, ener by 1 

þ the — Oblation thou madeſt him of thy 1s 

Perſon to obey his Orders, thou ſanctified „ 

and reinſtatedſt me in his Favour; ſeeing 

that in the ſame Sacrifice of thyſelf Which 1 

thou haſt offered to his holy Majeſty, thou =_— 

haſt taken the Title of my Saviour, by free · 

ing me from the Bondage of Sin. 

The Glory of God and my Salvation St. Aug. 

were, all the Moments of thy. Life, the two Tre. xiii. 

only Objects of thy Thoughts, Deſires, Hu- in Joan Me, 

mi and Sufferings :- Thou haſt always ethic 

look'd upon thyſelf as a Victim offered to 

the Omnipotence and Juſtice; of thy Father; 

the Ardour of thy Love for him and Man, St. GE. 

render'd thee a perpetual Holocauſt in his Nx. 

Sight; thou offeredſt thyſelf on the Altar of Oral. Xxxibs 

thy Heart, before; thou Galt! it on thy Croſs _ 72 

vo * i aways. preſent. to thy Mint 
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thou often madeſt it the Subject of thy En- 


u DIMENTS, Cr. 


tertainments with thy Apoſtles; thy frequent 


. Journeys to Feruſalem, where thou wert to 


ſuffer a bloody Death, kindled in thee, the 


ardent Deſrres to ſee it conſummated ; the 


Effuſion of thy Blood alone capable to re- 
ſtore me to the Life of Grace, which I had 
loſt, was that falutary Baptifm whieh thou 


inceſſantly wiſhedſt for. 
Become then, my Soul, a new Creature 
in Jeſus Chriſt, regenerated in his Wounds, 


921557 and buried in the Life-giving Bath 


1e prepared for thee on the Croſs, dead to 
the World, begotten to God by Baptiſnr, 
conſecrated to his Service by the moſt ſclemn 
Vous, thou oughtſt to continuaHy immolate 
thyſelf to his ſupreme Majeſty, in Imitation 


of Jeſus Chriſt thy Maſter and Model; thou 


dughtſt to direct to his Honour and Glory 


all the Thoughts of thy Mind, and Affecti- 
ons of ws Heart; to make that myſtical 
Incenſe o Prayer, ſo agreeable in his Sight, 
to inceſſantly aſcend before his Throne b 


the Ferveney of thy Love; to faithfully ac- 
quit thyſelf of all the Duties, which Reli- 


gion preſcribes thee; to live in a perfect De- 


ini. pendence and Submiſſion to his Orders; to 


put of the old Man which remains in vs, by 
fuͤbjecting to bis Law- the Paſſions and Mo- 


. trons of thy Heart; to mortify thy Senſes 


by the Auſterities of Penance, in a word, 


thou oughtit to make a centinual Sacrifice of 


St. Aus. 


thyfelf to God, in Acknowledgment of his 
ſovereign Power that created thee, and the 


Lib. x. de Exceſs of his Love that redeemed thee. 
Civ, Se. | Behold 


kd > =Þ> Foam , ac; 
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Bebold, my Soul, the Debt thou hadſt 
conte with the Lord, in order to cor- 
reſpond with the Graces his Mercy had pre- 


Quality of Diſciple of Jeſus crucified and 
dead for thee; ſuch was the reaſonable and 
Chriſtian Worſhip, which he had recom- 
mended to thee by his Apoſtle, and which 
thou oughtſt to render him all the Days of 
thy Liſe; fuch was the Alliance thou hadſt 
contracted with him in Baptiſm, and wherein 
thou oughtſt to have remain'd ſtedfaft till 
Death: Yet with what Fidelity haſt thou 
acquitted thyſelf of theſe fo juſt and eſſen- 
tial Obligations? Alas! far from not living Prov. ilk 
but for God, and addrefling thy Prayers: to 5 
him, thou haſt not lived but for the World, 
which thou madeſt the only Object of thy 
ö Vows ; far from being ſubmiſſive to the holy 
Lo of the Creator, and from looking upon, 
as Idolatry, whatever diverts us from his 
F Worſhip and Love, thou haſt betrayed thy 
Faith Tobey Promiſes; in following n the 
1 mordinate Love of Creatures, always oppo- St. 4 
] fte to the Sentiments and Documents of th 
{ Saviour; far from dying to thyſelf, in order 
to live bat. fr Jeſus Chriſt, who reſtored 
1 thee to his Inheritance at the Price of his. 
Blood, thou haſt ſtript him of this Right, 
| and robbed him of the Fruit of his Suffe- 
© I fings and Death, by following the Bent: of 
thy unbridled Paſſions ; far from preſerving - 
the Spirit of Jeſus Chriſt thou hadſt received 
in Baptiſm, which is a* Spirit of Humilia- 
N Penance, Poverty, Retreat and Sepa- 

ration 


1 


vented thee with. Such were thy Duties in Rem. vii. bs 


ration Ein the World, thou livedſt TI 


ing to the Spirit of this prophane Age, al- 


ways Enemy to thy Saviour and his Doc- 


trine; far from eſteeming thyſelf happy to 


Nan. vi. 
19. 


: a appear thy Indi 


enjoy the Liberty of the Children of God, 


thou choſedſt rather the Servitude of Sin, to 


which thou, but too often, madeſt thyſelf a 


Slave; far from making all the Faculties-of 


thy Soul and Body ſubſervient to the Glory 
of this Divine Maſter, thou haſt imployed 
them to kindle and foment within thyſelf dif- 
ferent Paſſions, to which, as ſo many Idols of 
thy own making, thou paidſt an inuſt and 


eriminal Obedience. 


Ahl upon how: 8 Occaſions haſt thou 
erence or Diſguſt te 
the holy PraQtices of Religion, I mean the 


aſſiſting at Divine Service, publick Inſtruc- 
tions of the Church, and reading of pious 
Books, which are ſo many Means to obtain 


the Graces neceſſary to lead and unite thee 
to God? How often haſt thou neglected to 
aſſiſt or: viſit thy Neighbour in Sickneſs, un- 


der the ſpecious Pretext of a bad or indiffe- 


rent State of Health, when thou madeſt it 
appear to the contrary, in purſuing thy In- 
tereſt and following the Pleaſures which this 
deceitful World preſented thee? How often 


haſt thou ſaid (at leaf by thy Actions) that 


the Days paſt in Divertiſements and prophane 


Converſation, are much more agreeable than 


thoſe we paſs at Church, under the 1 es of 
God, in the boly Exerciſe of Prayer? And 
was not this, my Soul, to be a 5 of 


the Croſs of Chriſt and bis Religion? Often 
convinced 


2 bt lf. th. + _— ad a . 
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this merciful Saviour, the Groans, Sighs and 


not aſhamed to confeſs the Averſion thou haſt Ja. i. 3. 


rings of her Divine Spouſe? To' what. end 
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eise 45875 his Le of the 88 
thou art under of devoting thyſelf to his St. Bern. 


Service, haſt thou not uſed Tergiverfations 
and Shifts to excule thyſelf from it? Haſt 


thou not always indeavoured to give him as 


little as poſſible, When he had been ſo pro- 

fuſe in Favour of thee, ſo far as to-ſacrifice - _ 

even his very Life for thy Salvation??? 
Revolve then, my Soul, in the Bitterneſs *. vi. 

05 thy Heart and in the Preſence of Jeſus 21. 

offer'd for thee on this Croſs, the many 

Years thou haſt ' paſs'd in Independence to 

God and his holy Law, in the Neglect of 

his Service, Abuſe of his Graces and Con- 

tempt of his Word and Example; ask of 


$2 - 


Tears, neceſſary to deplore the injuſt Prefe- Ferem 


rence thou haſt made of the World to him, xi. 


in conſecrating *to-it'a Heart of which Gt 


was fo Jealous,” having not ' framed” and pre- Ty _ 
vented it by ſo many Graces but for himſelf, 4 - 


Ah!] ungrateful and unfaithful Heart, be 


had to the Yoke and Croſs of thy Saviour, 
the Diſguſt thou haſt ſhe wn for the Mortiſi- 
cations he impoſed upon thee, for chat Self- 
renunciation and myſtical Death which he 
order'd thee to undergo. What! ought I 
to ſay to myſelf, ſighing with Compunction 
and Sorrow : Why did Jeſus Chriſt u. the 


Croſs honour his Rely Church with-the Titie 


of his Spouſe; but to the end that the Chil- 
dren,” regenerated'of her by Baptiſm, ſhould —- 
make it their Duty to partake of the Suffe- 


did 
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did the Ae 3 en 8 jew - Sion 


N | of the Croſs of - Chriſt in-Baptiſm, but that 


L ſhould glery in being the Diſciple of this 


Divine Maſter, by a Conformity of my Con- 


duct to his? . M hy did he require of me ſuch 

vlemn Promiſes to renounce the World and 
myſelf, before he anointed me with the holy 
Oyl of the Catechumens, but to make me 


remember, that the firſt Step to Chriſtianity 
is an Ingagement to inceſſantly. reſiſt, thro” 


the Aſſiſtance of God's Grace, the inordinate 
Deſires of the Fleſh ? To what end did the 
holy Church continually expoſe to my Eyes 


the Croſs of . Jeſus, but to give me to un- 
derſtand that it would be ill acknowledging 
the Death of a God made Man, to die but 
once for him, and to ingage me, in Conſide- 
ration of that Death he ſuffer d for. us, to 


ſacrifice my Life to him, daily die to the 
World, to Sin, to myſelf, and to be ſenſible 
of nothing but what regards the Glory and 
Honour of a God, humbled, abuſed, 0 dead 


for my Salvation? Why does this ſame Church 


ſo el declare in her Inſtructions the Ne- 
ceſſity of Penance, but to teach us that the 
Divine Juſtice wills that we ſhould not only 
adore a God dead on a Croſs, but that we 


mould likewiſe die with him, by the Labours 


of a Penitential Life, in order to partake 
hereafter of the Glory he merited for us upon 
it? Infine, why did Dk Divine Saviour order 
his Church to renew every Day on the Altar 
the Memory of the grand Sacrifice of the 
Croſs, but to ingage thee, in often aſnſting 
at my not only to lament. the Crimes which 
have 


* » 


Onnen SENTIMENTS, Ge. 

have been the Cauſe of his Death on Mount - 
Calvary, but alſo-to-immolate mary to 0 | 
Divine Majeſty, -after -his-Example, b 
Deſtruction of all thy inordinate A. Qion tion 
to Creatures, and prepare, by the myſtic 
Oblation of thyſelf, for that grand Sacrifice, .. 
which thou art to offer him at Death by the 
total Diſſolution of thy Being? 

Once more, my Soul, ceaſe not to Ja- | 
ment and reproach thyſelf with thy Ingrati- = 
tude and Infidelities; -ſeek for the Pardon'of © 
them in the Wounds of thy Saviour; beg Il 

him to drown them in the Blood he ſo 1 
abundantly ſhed for thee on the Croſs; pro- Num. ix, Þ Wt 
teſt to him that being ſincerely deſirous to 1M 
redeem the Time thou haſt miſpens, thou art 
willing to begin now this Oblation of thy- = 
ſelf, owing to him by ſo many.Juſt' Titles; 1 Pet. l. 
by conſeming t that thy Body ſhould be ſacr- . 8 
ficed by the Pains of SickneG, and Anguiſh 
of Death, in order to appeaſe his Wrath « and 
draw his Mercy on thee. 

Penetrated, O my Jeſus, with the deepeſt Das. i 
Sorrow for having refuſed to acknowledge 39. 
and adore thy ſovereign-Dominion over nx 
Health and Life, by an intire Devotion to 
thy Will, in Satisfaction for my Sins I-ſub- 
mit to the rigorous Sentence of the Sickneſs 
and Death thou pronounceſt againſt me; 1 

| ſhall for the future look on my Bed as an 

Altar of Penance, to offer thee thereon the | 
daily Sacriſiee of my Sufferings. „ - 
I join, O my Jeſus, this blation at my- x ihe 
{elf to that which thou haſt offer d for mem 
ee, Grant . fulfil in 


1 | myſelf 
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CunISTTAN SENTIMENTSs, Ge. 
myſelf what is wanting in me to thy Pale 
ſion, that IJ may apply the Merit of it to 
myſelf here, by a Communication with thy 


Sufferings, and receive the Reward of it 


gt. Aug. in 
P/. xxXvi. 


hereafter; give me as much Love for Suffe- 
rings as I hitherto have had Hatred and 
Averſion to them; may I no more complain 
that thou gradually untieſt the Chain that 
links me to the Earth, in order to ſee it 
broke with leſs Pain at the Hour of my 
Death; make me receive my Sufferings and 
Death as the laſt Stroke of thy Juſtice upon 
me, and as a Means thy Mercy uſes to join 


mee to thee; inſpire me with Courage to raiſe 


| myſelf above Nature, in grder to look upon, 


as advantagious to me, the Diffolution of this 
Body, under the Frailty of which I daily ſuc- 
cumb, ſeeing it will ſerve for the Expiation 
of my Faults, and be a Tranſlation from this 
periſhable - Life, to an eternal Life which I 


| beg thee to grant me. * te 42 


1 Fobn X. 
| Coll. i. 


e r LH: 
The Chriſtian in Sickneſs finds in Fe- 


© fus Chrift crucified the Model of true 


Wiſdom. f 

O my Jeſus, Divine Word, Eternal Wiſ⸗ 
dom, Author of Truth, -who haſt cloathed 
thyſelf with my paſſible and mortal Na- 
ture, in order to reſtore me by thy ſuffe- 
ring Life and painful Death, to the Life of 
Grace and Glory I had loſt by Sin: Poſſeſ- 


ſing in thyſelf the Plenitude of God's Spirit, 


which 


* 


yhich is a Spirit of Counſel and Wiſdom, 


ways of Salvation, from which TI had ſtrayed, 
Devil, to whom I had been an unhappy 


miliation it is 
thyſelf ſo far as to afſume the Form of a &c. 


the Croſs? Could there be a ſtronger Mo- 


* : 
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thou haſt made uſe of the moſt proper and 
effectual Means to make me enter into the 


and deliver me from the Tyranny of the 2 Cor. v. 


For, O my/Jeſus, what a Subject of Hu. 
fo my Pride, to ſee thee abaſe Ph:/;p. ii. 


Slave and a Sinner? What an Incitement to St. Greg. f 
me to deſtroy in myſelf that Spirit of In- = 
dependence and Rebellion, to behold the: 
render thyſelf obedient even to the Death f * MJ 


tive for me to wean my Heart from the 
Pleaſures of Senſe, than to conſider thee BH 
condemn thyſelf to the moſt cruel Pains for Fob ii, 
my Sake. Could there be a greater Induce= _.. 

ment to me to detach myſelf from the World 
and its deceitful Comforts than to ſee thee 
born and die intirely deſtitute of all things? 
O Maſter-Piece of the Divine Wiſdom! 
O 8 of the Croſs, to which I bad 
been ſo long an Enemy, what haſt thou not 
done in Favour of me? Thou haſt, by the 
Virtue of this ſalutary Wood, triumph'd over 
the Devil, and redeemed me from his tyran- 
nical Power, deliver'd me from the Jaws of 
Death and Hell, broke the Chains of my _ | 
cruel Captivity, annull'd the Sentence of - WM 
everlaſting Death pronounced againſt me, b / . 
fixing it to thy Croſs; paying thereon to ty Mt 
Father, what I owed to his Juſtice, thou _ © 
haſt reconciled me to him, and ſealed my 
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Peace with thy own Blood; in a word, it 


was on thy Croſs, O my Jeſus, thou re- 
pairedſt the dire Effects of Sin, and pro- 


ciuredſt me the ſure Means to avoid it here- 


But, my Soul, this Divins eder who 
became the Source of our Juſtice and Cauſe 


of our Redemption by his Death, is like- 


wiſe made unto us Wiſdom upon the Croſs; 


that is to ſay, the Means he uſed to operate 
the grand ork of thy Salvation ought to 


be a Rule to thy Conduct in effecting it. All 


the Saints, to whom Jeſus Chriſt communi- 
. cated as to thee his holy Spirit, look'd upon 
this Wiſdom of the Croſs, as the principal 
Object of their Meditations and Inquiry; all 
* 8 Knowledge but that of Jeſus erucified, 

and dead for them, ſeemed unprofitable or 
ii, dangerous to them: All our Study, ſaid they, 


ſhall only be to know the different Evils he 
ſuffer'd in order to cure the Sores of our 
Souls, and make an Antidote of them againft 
the 8 Wounds the Enemy of our Sal | 


vation endeavours to give us. 


It is by ſtudying the Wiſdom of the Cres, 


that we diſcover the Nothingneſs of the Grans 
deurs of the World, the Vanity of its Com- 
'forts, the Falſhood "hd Poiſon of its Plea- 
ures; it is in meditating on a God humbled, 


poor, abaſed, deſpiſed, ſuffering and dying 


for us on a Croſs, that we excite ourſelves 


to the Practice of thoſe Virtves, of which 


_ has given us the Example! What! 4 
„We glory to be the Children and Di 


crucify 


* 
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x 5 s 25 the Croſs, and ſhould we refuſe to 
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crucify our Fleſh and its Luſts? What! we 
believe that our Salvation is the Work of 
the Sufferings, and Price of the Death of our 
Saviour, and ſhall we refuſe to ſuffer and die 
in order to partake of ſo great a Benefit ?. 


What! we believe that the Croſs of Chriſt, st. Chf 


excluſive of ours, 1s fruitleſs and ineffectual 
to us, and ſhall we refuſe to make it fruitful 
and ſalutary to us, by the Acceptance of the 
Evils that make us conformable to this cha- 
ritable Saviour; apply to ourſelves the Merit 
of his Sufferings, and conſummate in us this 
ſs great and happy a Work? What! we know 


that the Kingdom of Jeſus-Chriſt is not of St. Bern, 1 
this World, and in daily asking him to be = 


Heirs of it after Death, ſhall not we accept 
of the dolorous Means, which he himſclf 
imbraced, in order to procure. us the Poſſeſ- 
ſion of it? No, no, concluded they, we are 


not willing to know Jeſus Chriſt by a fimple. 3 


Speculation, nor adore him- by a Worſhip. 
purely exterior, but we will ſhew, by an. 


effective Imitation of his Sufferings, by a Philip. iii. | 


true Crucifixion' of ourſelves, by a Conior- 
mity of our Life and Death with his, how _ 
imcerely we love him. | We are willing, in 
order to join our Actions to our Faith, to 
carry imprinted in our Bodies the dolorous 
Marks of our Saviour Jeſus Chriſt, becauſe - 
we look upon them as the glorious Trophies - 
of his Victory over Sin, and a Pledge of our 
eternal Salvation: let Worldlings treat us as 
Fools for having ſo much Horror for their 
Pleaſures, and ſo great a Taſte for Penance; 
they look'd. on the Croſs of our Saviour as St. Pauiin. 


E 1 Folly, Cor. w. 
7 . I 
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| 1 Cor. i; 


Folly, and we are willing, after his Example, 
to be Fools in their Eyes. 
O my Jeſus, when T think of this Wiſ⸗ 


dom and the Conduct of thy Saints and Imi- 


tators, which I myſelf look'd upon as my 


uw. in the Days of my Strength and Health, 
acknowledge my Blindnefs, and am aſhamed 


of my Extravagance. Yes, I on to my 
Confuſion, that I did not think Man happy 
on Earth, but in as much as he enjoy'd the 
Comforts and taſted the Pleaſures of it; I 
confeſs that I limited my Devotion to ſome 
external Marks of Veneration for the Croſs 


of my Saviour, that I femetimes pray'd him 


to make me partake of the Merits of his 
Sufferings; but always refuſed to take a Share 


in them with him. I look'd. upon it as a 


kind of Folly, to be willing to ſuffer, when 
one can exempt himſelf from it. I hitherto 
gave all my Attention and Care, to avoid 
every thing that could mortify my flothful 
and ſenſual Nature, which made me always 


' ſhun the Houfes of the Poor and Sick, fear- 


ing leſt I ſhould partake of their Sufferings, 
in being Witneſs of them, which furniſh'd 


me often with feeble Pretexts to diſpenſe 


with the holy Law of the Church in regard 
of Faſting and'Abſtinence, fo proper to curb 


that Concupiſcence that inelines us to the 


Earth, thoſe Allurements of aà rebellious _ 
Fleſh that lay a thouſand Snares for us, \ex- 


| poſe us to ſo many Temptations, ſeduce us 
fo many ways, and ſo frequently alarm us; 
_ proper to keep our Body in Subjection, 
that the Mind may be free to contemplate 


ON 
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on God and pray bim to repleniſh our Hearts 
with _ celeſtial Gifts. I generally trembled 
and grew pale at the Sight of Sufferings and 
| Croll es; = beheld a Horror the Morti- 
fications they practiſe, Who live according 
to the Spirit of Chriſtianity, and whom the 
Hopes of a happier Life prompts to do them- 
| elves that Violence ſo recommended by the 
Goſpel ; I look'd on all thoſe. holy Perſons 
as weak in Mind, who renouncing for Jeſus 
Chriſt's:Sake the Advantages of this World, 


ſhut: themſelves up in the moſt auſtere Cloy> 
fters, condemn. themſclves for Life to the 
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moſt ſevere Penance, and make it their Glory | 


to be marked with the ene Characteri- 
ſtick of the Crofs.. 


- Once more, O Lark I am ned of 


my Extravagance; I confeſs, that in thinking 


and talking in that manner, I hearken'd to 


neither my Reafon nor Religion; that I re- 
fuſed to conſult the very Principles of good 


|  Senſ: and of Faith, ſince, if Reaſon inſpires 


a Man with the Defire of being happy, Re- | | 


ligion ſhews him no true and ſolid Happi- 


neſs, but in the Knowledge and: Poſſeſſion 


of God; and ſeeing Jeſus Chriſt, who is the 
Author 'of- Teuth "and Wiſdom itſelf, - has 
uſed no ſurer Means to procure to Man this 
happy and eternal Poſſeſſn of God, than 
to humble and abaſe himſelf even to the 
Death of the Croſs; it is therefore an Illu- 
ſion and Folly to believe there is any other 
way for thee to go to Heaven, but that 


which this n Saviour. traced out for 


thee,” "+ ie 2 725 
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Cunis TTA SENTIMENTS, Ge. 
| Ah l: how fan am- I, O my. Jeſus, from 
| en partake of the. Scorn and ſeeming 
- Folly of thy: Croſs, which notwithſtanding 
is the Principle of true Wiſdom, and. Source 
of ſolid Grandeur: As I was not willing to 
die to the World, Ltook a ſpecial Care not 
I Cor. = to appear ſooliſh in its Eyes; and as Lloved 
1 but its falſe Glory, I fought only its Wia 
dom, which is-but Folly in thy Sight. 
Pardon me, O my Jeſus, for having fo 
5 loag follow'd the Illuſions of my. Senfes and 
St. Amb. Paſtons; ; to have hitherto ſaught to feduce 
F and deceive myſelf: What Obligations do I 
awe thee that thou haſt not abandoned me, 
till Death, to a voluntary and a criminal 
Blindneſs. What ſhould I have reap'd then 
but my. Reprobation and Lofs, ſecing that 
without thy e Sr and Grace I ſhquld have 
| ſown, duri He, according to the F leſh 
and its inſides Defires ?- | 
| Fadore, O my Jeſus, the Deſigns of Sal 
er. vation which thy Goodneſs has ſtill on me, 
in viſiting me with Infirmity and Sickneſs, 
Elook upon it as a Means which thy merci 
ful Wiſdom uſes to open my Eyes on the 
Irregularity of my paſt Conduct, in order to 
,_ deſtroy in me thoſe fatal Paſſions I ſo long 
followed, and make me to love the Chri- 
tian Virtues I neglected to practiſe. | 
I receive this Sickneſs 4.4 Chaſtiſements. 
ii, and Pain due to my Sins ;. grant, O my 
Ie that, by the Aſſiſtance oft thy Grace, 
it may likewiſe be a preſervative againſt it 
for the future. Caſt, I beſeech thee, thy Eyes 
on te. Rn. and n Condition * 


CRKAISTIAN SENTIMENTS, Gn 
Pam in, and as thy Wiſdom reduced me to 10 
it, let thy Grace accompany and remain in Ecc/. ivy. 
me in order to diſcover to me the great nn 
Good which the Sufferings of the Body pro- 
cure to a Chriſtian Soul; to give me hopes 
that in delivering over my Fleſh, this fintul | Cor. v. 
Heſh, to Tribulations and Afflictions, it is in 
View of ſaving my Soul in the Day of thx 
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Vengeance; that in making me feel the AY 1 
Weight of th 2 er in time, it is to make 1 
me feel the of thy Clemency for 4s lix. it 

Eternity; that in _— my Intrails by te »W 


Heat of this Furnace, it is to make me avoid 
the terrible Fire of Hell, to give me to un- 
derſtand: that in bumbling i in. me the exterior 

by the Stripes with which thou ſtrikeſt 

it, and. in making me remember by this 
wholſome Diſcipline the Nothingneſs of my 
Origin and approaching End, I ought.to.hum- 

ble my.Heart and Mind in thy Preſence, to « 
let me.know, that in refuſing the Sight and | 1 
Preſence of Company, which Sickneſs ren; St. a F 
ders troubleſome to me, I ought to lament = Ti 
the exceſſtye Love I had for it, and the Aver- © 8 
ſion I had; for Retirement; that being but a a 
Pilgrim on Earth, who ought to walk and St. * 
run continually towards Heaven, I was much 

in the. wrong to ſeek my Eaſe, Reſt and Jerem. _- 
Pleaſure in it; in a word, „to let me know, xvii. 4 
that an approaching Death. being ſoon to Heb. xiii. 9 
ſnatch me away from all my Subſtance, I 4 
ought. to grieve for the bad Uſe I made of 

it, and repair it by abundant Alms. 

It is thus, my Soul, that. Jeſus crucified: P, xv. 
Uſcovers to thee, the ar .of the Di vines | 
685 E 5: : | Wiſdom 


HRTSTIAN SENTIMENTS, c. 


Hy: Wiſdom ſo neceſſary for a Suffering and ſick 


- Chriſtian; it is but the Worldling, who ac- 


counting the Croſs as Folly, as he looks upon 
Religion as a Fable and Chimera, is igno- 
rant of the great Advantages accruing from 


the Tribulations and Sufferings of this Life. 


my Health and Life, the important 


Ceaſe not then to thank this Jeſus for his. 
Aſſiſtance and Lights; imbrace heartily his. 
Croſs, ſeeing it's the true way to Salvation. 
wherein thou oughtſt inceſſantly to walk. 


O Divine Jeſus, Wiſdom of the eternal. 


Father, accompliſh in me, at the N of 

ork of 
my Salvation, which thou haſt operated on 
the Croſs; inſpire me on this Bed of Sorrow 
with the ſame Detachment thou hadſt frgm. 


this World; imprint in me the Marks of. 


Conformity and Reſemblance I ought to bear 


with thee, becoming on the Croſs the Pledge 


of my Salvation with thy Father, and the 
Source of all the Graces I expect from his 


Bounty; reconcile me fo with him, that eter- 


nal Bliſs may be my Don. 
O my Saviour, Miracle and Prodigy of 
the Wiſdom of God, it's thro* the Merits. 


ol thy Croſs, Þ was deliver'd from the Devil, 


St. 4nd: 


i | St. Bern. 


and reſtor'd to God my Creator and Fa- 
ther; remain with me until thou giveſt me 


up into his paternal Hands: Thou knoweſt 


that it is but in thee, and thro” thee I can 
be ſecure from the Violence of my Enemies 
who feek my Perdition; ſuffer me to oppoſe 
thy Protection to their Efforts; let thy Croſs 


be continually ingraved on my Forehead and. 


in my Heart, to the end that under the Ran- 
1 „ 5 ner 


_- CaHRISTIAN:SENTTMENTS, Sc,” 
ner and Protection of this Sign formidable 
to the Powers of Hell, I may have: the Sted- 
faſtneſs and Courage neceſſary. to ſuſtain tie 
Conflicts I am to undergo, and come off Vic- St. 4ug.. 
torious + Baniſ from my Heart all Temp- - 
_ tations of Diſpair at the Sight of the Multi- 
tude of my Sins, which the Devil will often St.- Bern- 
repreſent to it, and put me continually in Seim. ei. 
Mind of thy ſuperabundant Redemption, and in Cant. 
infinite Mercies. R 90 EE ; 7577 | 2 1 | 


A- RF Per 
The Chriſtian in Sickneſs leans an Feſus: 
' crucified as on ibe corner Stone of tbe. 


O my Jeſus, Author and Supporter of my © - 

Faith, I acknowledge and adore thee on the = mb 
Croſs for the Foundation, Support and Per- 4:3 
tection of the ſpiritual Edifiee of my Salva-- 
tion; thou art the fundamental and corner 
Stone of the holy Church, into the Build- _—_— 
ing of which thou haſt made me enter by 2 Para, Wl 
Baptiſm, It's by the Graces I therein res ii. 408 
ceived, thou madeſt me a living Stone of this Ephef i. 
Houſe. conſecrated to God, ſo agreeable in 2 ma: 
his Sight, ſo honour'd with his Attention, ſo 
1 with his Favours. But, my Jeſus, 
what Humiliations, what. Labours, what Fa- 
tigues and Pains haſt thou not undergone, HLH 
to make of my Heart a Temple worthy the e ü 
Divine Majeſty ?* After having begun it bß Wilt 
the. ſtupendous Abaſement of thy Incarna= -k 

a ion, and. continued it by the ** and Va. xxviii; 
RE. - weats, | 
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haſt finiſhed it on the Croſs by a cruel and 
bloody Death. Thou haſt built on a Rock 
thy Church of which I have the Happineſs 


to be a Member, cemented with thy pre- a 


cious Blood the living Stones which com- 
poſe this myſtical Edifice; taken off, thro”, 
the Merits of the numberleſs: Stripes- thou. 
receivedſt ſrom the Hand of thy Father, the 
Flaws and Deformity of them, and conti- 
nueſt daily to augment and ſupport this Edi- 

hee 00 the * — 1 thy holy Spirit. 
Now, 
* Part of the wy es of God, built and raiſed 
7 by. Jeſus. Chriſt on the Foundation of the 


Apoſtles and Prophets, thou oughtſt as a 


St. Bern. living and reaſonable Stone, ſupported by his 
4 Lib. Grace, to be a Coadjutor to this Divine Ar- 
J Arbit. chitect; and in order to mark out to thee 


the Part he gives thee in the Building of this 


auguſt Edifice, not as a ſimple Inſtrument, 

but as a rational and free Agent, thou ſhauldſt 

8 endeavour not only to edify the Members of 
it by the ebe, of thy Li 

but daily to occupy thyſelf in u the 


St. Las. Grace of Jeſus NN in thy Soul, - vin 
| 


erm. v. faithful Co-operation with it, and a con 

Obedience to the Divine Law; by practiſing 
on thyſelf that rigorous Penance which” a 
F ee of the Church. calls the Deſtruction 


of Vice, Preparation of Virtue, Confuſion 


of the Devils and Joy of Angels. 
Thus, my Soul; having enter: d bd the 


Serniune of the myſtical Edifice of the 


A thou * to * adorn it * 


Sweats of. a. painful and. laborious Life, thou. 


„ 


ife and Manners, 


_ CHRISTIAN: SEN.TIMEN TS, Se? 
al manner of vixtuous and holy Actions; 
called. bx Jeſus Chriſt to fill in — celeſtial 
Jeruſalem the Places render d vacant bx the 
Pride of the fallen Angels, thou oughtſt, b7 
the Aſſiſtance of his Grace, to raiſe th viclt - 

to that, Berfection, requiſite for: thoſe. living 
Stones which compoſe the holy Sion; making; 
part of the, Church Militant on Earth, thou 
oughtſt to expect to be daily try'd and ſtruck, 
by the Hammer of Tribulation: and Penance. St. Amb. 
It is. not in the celeſtial Jrruſalem that in Lac. 
the Strokes of this Hammer are felt, or the, _—_ 
| Noiſe of it heard, fince a profound and peer mi 
fe Peace reigns there, being a Place of - i'll ; 
Reſt, . Reward and Glory; but it is here be- 9 
low that the Stones are cut, and; the pre- St. G 
cious Wood wraught, which are one Day to Mag 
enter into the Structure of the heavenly Sion. 2 Ee 
It is true one muſt have great Courage and x 
a firm Reſolution to — himſelf 7 this . 
painful Work, and patiently. bear the La: 
bours of it. But what has. not Jeſus Chriſt 1 
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ſuffer'd in his own Perſon, in that of his A 19 a 
Apoſtles, Martyrs, and all the. Saints who St. Them. | 1 
have labour'd after him and with him in 47. 4 
this important Work? What does he not 
likewiſe ſuffer every Day in the living Mem- 
bers. of his Church, who. join with him ian 
his Labours, and. to whem he gives the 
Strength, Courage and Reſolution ndertfer 

for ſo conſiderable. an Enterprizaze. 

O ſlothful Soul, Enemy, to the Labour ſo = 
requiſite: for Salvation, thou haſt often re: 
fuſed to put thy. Hand to the Work of God, 

F * alſo tine; thou haſkbedn diſhearten;'d | 

1 at 


Is 


2 Eſar. iv. 


nas TIAN SENTIMENTS, C.. 
at the very Thoughts of the Fatigues inſe>- 


parable from its Execution, whilſt thou haſt. 
taken ſo much Pains. to ere in thy Heart. 
as many Altars as Paſſions and unlawful De- 
fires to which thou haſt given way. 
What oughtſt thou not to fear, that: 


having made ſuch bad Ufe of thy Health; 


ſpent the | fineſt Days of Life, in Oppo- 
ſition to the Deſigns. 40 W ill of God; * 


little benefitted by the Leſſons and Exam 
ples of thy Saviour; render'd his Labours 


and Pains ineffectual to. thyſelf; ſhewn fo 
much Averſion to his Poverty, Humiliations 


and Sufferings, which nevertheleſs are indiſ- 
penſably. required to build the Edifice of Sal- 


vation; in a word, after having ſcandalized 


the Church, and Hauer as it were, ſo often 
in thy Life, againſt that firm and unſhaken 


Rock, on which Baptiſm had placed thee, 


oughtſt thou not to fear, I fay, leſt thou 
ſhouldſt ſuffer Shipwreck at the four of thy 
Death? Didſt thou not deferve to feel the. 


Indignation of a God, whoſe Mercies thou 


- haſt ſo long abuſed ?* Didſt thou not merit to 


| £xod.xxii. 


be excluded from the Houſe to which he. 
had given thee a Right of Inheritance, after 
having ſo often rejected his Grace from thy 
Heart, which God had chofen and conſe-- 
crated for his Temple and Habitation.. _ 
Ahl my Soul, ceaſe not to lament for: 
having ſo often prophan d, and fo long made 
it the Habitation of Sin; to have ſo frequently: 


Rom. vi. made the Members of thy Body, vhich the 


Holy Ghoſt had ſanctified by his Grace, ſub- 
fan to Iniquity; thank the * of 
| thy 


JJ oe ee. 
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bp Saviour, that thou haſt not beriſhed viidhe-. 
out Refource- in fo ſinful a State. Receive, as 
one of the, greateſt Proofs” of his Mercies, © 
the Chaſtiſcnicnt to which he condemns'thee ; 
humbly kiſs the Hand that lays ſuch falu- 
tary Stripes on thee z, befeech him, whilft he 
corrects thee in this Life, that thou mayſt 
receive the Conſolation to be ſpared by him 
in the next: Caſt thy Eyes on his Croſs in 
the Violence of thy Pains ; and ſeeing Jeſus. 
ſuffering and dying for thy Salvation, ad- 
dreſs this Prayer to him, with Sentiments of =— 
Acknowledgment, Humility and: Confidence. 7 . i. i» 
It is true, O Lord, I don't deſerve to be | 
admitted into thy Kingdom at my as, a, [4 
becauſe I ſo often prophan*d and render a - 
ineffectual thy Grace in my Heart; never- * 5 Mi 
theleſs, the Conſideration of the infinite Evils, Ii 
thou haſt ſuffer'd-to. obtain Mercy for me, 7 
raiſes my Confidence and makes me hope, | 14 
that, far from rejecting me from thy Sight, J. bi. 
thou wilt introduce me into thy holy Tem- 
5 where I ſhall for ever offer a Sacrifice og 3 
hankſgiving and Praiſdme. * 
It is true, O my Jefus, that in order to 
execute this Deſign fo favourable to me, thou 
deſtroyeſt this earthly Habitation where my 
3 reſides. it is true, thou overſetteſt my 2 6 1 
8 Sickneſs, ſtrikeſt and breakeſt it by ix: v. 
Stripes of Tribulation and Pains: But 41 
5 I conſider that thine has been ſtruck 
even to Death, by the Hand of thy Father, 
and broke by the moſt cruel Torments; 
when conſider that thy Father did not raiſe 
* Ucaven,)to-be; "the Head of the glo- 
ps Lious 
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rious and triumphant Church, but aften 
having humbled and abaſed thee, even to the 
| Death of the Croſs, to be the Foundation 
: and Head of-the Militant Church on Earth: 
St. Aug. How happy am. I, ought I to out, to 


in order to be reunited to NR O Saviour 
of my Soul, and. become a living Member 
of thy Triumphant Church in Heaven ! How 
happy am I, that the Puniſhment due to my 
Crimes are changed, by the Virtue of th 
Croſs, into a Sacrifice ppc Sins! Yes, 1 
believe that the Evils, which "4 ſo juſtly ſuffer 
4 das a Criminal, will promote the Glory of 
St. Jug. God, and be profitable to my Salvation, it 
Lib. xl. de I beat them in View, and for the Love of 
3 my Jeſus, who, tho* Juſt and Innocent, un- 


r ee init HY .... 


derwent much greater Pains than mine. How 


much I regret to have always render'd ſuch 
w holſome Chaſtiſements unprofitable, to have 
hitherto ſo little benefuted by the Tribula - 
| tions. and Pains which thy merciful Juſtice 
eren. e. ſent me, in order to make me leave theſe. 
3 i. & v v. unjuſt Ways, which a good State of Health, 
and an eaſy Situation made me in Love with. 


I lament, O my God, for having ſo often 


ahbuſed the Remedies which thy Bounty pre- 
ſented to me, in order to cure the Wounds. 


St. Brrz- of my Soul; and ſought her Death thro' my 


Impatience and Murmurings, where I eng | 


have found her Life and Salvation. 
Hook upon this Sickneſs as a new Pledge 
of thy Tenderneſs, and an Effect of [thy 
. Mercy in Favour of me; permit me not. 
then, O my * to contradict the dae 
tions 


Dun fru, SENTIMENTS, S 


te of. thy Humiliations and Ferings, 1 


1 


CHRISTIAN SENTIMENTS, Oc. EY 
ſitions and Orders of thy Providence, be Fob vi. & 
they. ever ſo rigorous, nor to puſh back thy St. Aug. 
Hand, be the Cup it preſents me. ever ſo in E.. 
iter; but give me Courage to drink it with 
Submiſſion, and to receive in my Body, tho! 
infeebled by ſo. much Miſery, all the ee 
that may imprint in me the Image of thy 
Sufferings, and make thy Love. always to 
reign in my Heart: Grant, by thy Grace, i 
that the painful and humble Condition. -to St. Hier. 
which thou reduceſt me, may raiſe me to | 
the charming and delightful Tabernacles | 
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which thou inhabiteſt. of = 
Thou haſt faid, O my Jeſus, that whe 7 . mi 
thou ſhouldſt be /raiſed on the Croſs, thou 1 
wouldſt draw all Men unto thee; FINER 1 


thy Promiſe with regard to me; break, 
the ſecret Virtue of that adorable Wood! 3 - = 
the Bands which tye me ftill to the Earth, Zo = 
_— Affections and Deſires ;-. difens = —_ 
age my | ares from the Love. of- this pre- i 
n Life, by remembring the Contempt thou 
hadſt for it; give me Strength to reſiſt the 
Allurements of this periſhable World, in 
order to follow thee alone by Tribulations | 
and Sufferings: The Servant is not greatn 
than his Maſter; and ſince it has coſt thee 
ſo much to open Heaven for me, would it 
be reafonable in me to ask thee Admittance 
into it, without being willing to ſuffer? 
Humble then. thyſelf, my Soul, under the 
powerful Hand of this Maſter, always ado- 
rable and full of: Goodneſs, ſeeing he abaſes 
thee at preſent under the Stripes of Tribu- 
ln in order to. make thee. the Compay, 
nion 
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nion of his Death, Elevation and Glory. 


Behold often the Croſs af thy amiable Sa- 


viour, and in conſidering his Dolors by what 


thou feeleſt in thyſelf, ſay, O Croſſes! O 
Pains ! O Sufferings! I receive and embrace 
you with all my Heart: May the Grace of 


Saviour for Gage preferve me from pro- 


2 Mach. phaning this ſame Heart which you have, I 


xiv. 


hope, been, the Occaſion of purifying and 
rendering the Habitation of the Holy Ghoſt ; 
may the Merits of my Redeemer make me, 


in departing this World, to enter into the 


Structure of the celeſtial Sion, the Church 


Triumphant, of whom my Jeſus is the Head, 
as he is that of the Church Militant, of which. 


St, Aug. 1 rats the Honour to be a Member. 


K T I CE v. 


The Chriſtian. in Sickneſs. "PRE" con- 
© founded, by conſidering the infinite Dif- 


" ference between bis Sufferings and theſe 


. of Feſus on the Croſs. £ 
NOW, O. my. Jeſus, I beſeech hes: to 


Epheſ. i, enlighten my Mind, and grant me a docile 


18. 


Heart to 140 and confeſs thee the all- power- 
ful and immortal God, thro' the numberleſs 
; Wounds, which cover, disfigure, and hide 
in thee that Splendor of Majeſty and Gran- 


* Ja. Mü. deur, of which the Prophets ſo often make 
5 mention, 'in order to animate me in my Pains 


to the Practice of the Virtues. thou haſt prac- 
tiſed in thine. Illuminate my Soul: to ac- 
nod ge, that amidſt the Abaſements, Hu- 


mifistions, 


CaRTIST IAN SENTIMENTS, Cc. 
miliations, and incomprehenſible Sufferings 
of the Croſs, thou art the Light of Nations, 


reign Judge of Life and Death, the Wiſdom 


the Maſter and Teacher of Men, the ſove- 


po 5 - 
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and Virtue of God himſelf ;. ſpeak to my Feel xvi. 


Heart ſorrowful and dejected by the Weight 
of Tribulation; inſpire it, in the ſuffering 
Condition it is in, with the Sentiments thou 
hadſt in thy Paſſion. Make me partake on 
this Bed of Sorrow of that perfect Submiſ- 
ſion thou ſhewedſt thy Father thro' the whole. 
Courſe of thy painful Life; grant me a little 
of that Patience and Courage, which appear d 


in thee n the Horrors of the maſt cruel. þ 


Death. | 

O my e thou faidſt. to me 6; the 
Croſs, in order to make me aſhamed of my, 
Cowardiſe, and | animate. me to Patience: 
Bzhold, conſider, examine, the Evils I ſuf-. 
fer for thee, ſee what it coſts me to break 


the Chains of thy Captivity, to reſtore thee Heb uh, 


to the Liberty of "he Children of God, and 
re-eſtabliſh, thee in the Right of the Iaberir 
tance of my Father. Examine if ever there 
were any Sufferings like unto, mine; make, 


4 = 


* 


* 


2 parallel of the Pains thou ſo juſtly. ſufferett;, _ 
with thoſe E endured out of a Pare) une Thren. i. 


of Love for the. 

O my Jeſus, When 1 8 1 myſelf 
the Portraiture . of thy Life, which was but, 
Pains, Perſecutions and Croſſes; when I 
compare the Torrent of the Bitterneſs of thy 
Cup, with the little Share thou giveſt me 
of it 3 when I reflect on the Greatneſs, of ty. 
3 regard of minen ee 
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St. Aug. 


of my Effeminacy 
Cowardiſe, and beg Pardon of thee for my 


CHRIS TTAN SENTYMENTS, Ofc. 
» I reproach myſelf with 


Impatience. Perfecuted- from thy Cradle, 
deſtitute of allSuccour neceſſary for the Sup- 


port of Life, having neither Houſe, nor Home- 


to retire to; expofed' to "the moſt preſſing 
Neceffities ; difown'd, rejected, hated, and 
look 'd upon as a Man unworthy to live, by 
theſe very People whom thou charmedſt by 
thy Difcourſes, een Examples 
and loadeſt with thy Benefits; what Snares: 
did they not lays; for thee? What outragious 


Words, what Blaſphemies did they not pro- 


nounce againſt thy holy Conduct and ado- 
rable Perſon? How often did they impute to- 
thee as a Crime, the curing- the Sick and 


doing Works of Mercy in their Favour ?- 


How many Accufations did they form againſt 


thy wholſome Doctrine, treating it as perni- 

ii. cious to Religion and the State? How many 
Councils did they hold te deſtroy-thee? How 

| often did they come in a tumultuous Man- 


ner, with a Deſign to ſtone thee? Thou 


didſt not ſuccumb, O my Jeſus, amidſt fo 
many Dangers, becauſe the Hour of the- 
World's Redemption was not as yet come; 
becauſe thou wouldſt give me more pregnant 
Proofs of thy Love, in chuſing to redeem- 


me by the ſhameful Death of the Croſs; be- 
cauſe thiou wouldſt feel in thyſelf the Weight 
and Violenoe of all manner of Evils, in or- 
der to ſanctify ours, and teach us to bear 
them as thou didſt, with Patience, Meekneſs 


and Courage. But the Moment decreed in 
Heaven for the. Redemption of the World 


La 


bs 
* was 
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was no ſooner” come, than thou · didſt of 


own accord haſten to that Death, which 


as to be the Purchaſe of it; thou preſen- 
tedſt thyſelf to thy Perſecutors ; thou even 
walkedſt before them, and pre ventedſt their 
Violence; ſo great was the Ardency of thy 
Love for my Salvation. This impious Mul- 
titude loaded thee with Chains, carried thee 


Ca RIS TAN SxN THEN TS, Sc. 


— A 
N 
93 | 
4 | * 


before the Tribunal of Judges, who were St. 4. 


thy declared Enemies, here the moſt avow'd 
Hatred, Fury and Revenge preſided: There 
thou wert injured and reviled by the Servants 
of thoſe iniquitous: and ſacrilegious Judges, 
becameſt the Object of their moſt biting 
Railleries, fill'd wick Scorns and condemnr'd ' 


to the infamous Puniſhment of Flagellation. Toby 5 


— 


O my Jeſus, I am pierced with a true and xviii. &. 


Goal Grief, when I conſider / that it was xix. 


my Sins Which delivered the up to thoſe in- 
human Soldiers, who dragg'd thee before the 
Tribunals of thy Adverſaries, made thee un- 
dergo their Judgments full of  Impoſtures, 
and ſubjected thee to their injuſt and calum- 
nious Sentence; I lament, when I reflect, 

that my Crimes cauſed thee to beo ervelly 
tyed to a Pillar, and that the Meaſure of 


my Faults became that of thy Wounds; Dias xv; 


when I think that the murdering Strokes, 
which theſe Barbarians diſcharged on thy:an- 
nocent Fleſh, were redoubled according to 
the Number and Malice of my Iniquities; 
when Þ ſee thy Body faſten'd to a Poſt, "_ 
of its. Garments, all cover'd with Wounds, 


and the Earth beſmeared with thy Bleod. I _ 


remble when 1 behold dy adorable Head 


*  crown'd. - 


- 
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crown'd with a dolorous Diadem, pierced 
with and made all over bloody by the Points 


ChRTSsTIAN SEN TIME NTS, Er. 


of the Thorns of which: this mock 2 


was made. 


Ahl my 3 in | beholding thy Foes: co- 
ver d with Diſgrace, tho' I find in it no Re- 


mains of that Beauty, which ſurpaſſed that 


of all the Children of Men, nor ſee in thy 


Eyes, or on thy Countenance the reſplen- 


dt. . Prop thee the moſt ſure Proof of thy Deliverance 


dent Marks of thy Divinity, which ingaged 
thy Apoſtles ſo — to follow thee, and 
caſt down thoſe who came to ſeize on thee 


in the Garden-of Olives; I acknowledge and 


_ confeſs thee, the Sovereign of the Univerſe ; 


I adore thy ſupreme Majeſty under this Veil 
which covers the Splendor of thy Grandeur ; 
L own thy all- divine Majeſty, with this weak 


Reed in thy Hand, and under this Crown 


which thoſe Proffligates put on thy Head to 
render thee contemptible; I confeſs and declare 


| - thee my King, Maſter, Deliverer and Judge, 


altho* they treat and condemn thee as the 
1 and criminal of Slaves. 
But, O my Jeſus, haſt thou not fully ſa- 
tiefied the Juſtice of thy Father for our Sins, 
by the cruel and numberleſs Stripes thou haſt 
received on thy innocent Fleſh ? Haſt thou 
not intirely paid, by the Dolors of Flagella- 
tion, all our Debts for which thou haſt given 
thyſelf a Surety at his Tribunal? Haſt thou 
ſtill more Evils to ſuffer, whilſt I am fo un- 


_ eaſy and ſo deſirous to be deliver'd of mine 
that are ſo light? Ah! my Soul, the Love 


of - Jeſus for thee is infinite; he wills to give 


from 


** . 


 CuyrISTIAN SENTIMENTS, "9c, 
from eternal Death, by that Which he is „ 
pleaſed to ſuffer on the Croſs Not ſatisfied 1 
with all the Wounds: wherewith his adorabe = 
Body is cover'd, he will not come out of the 
Prætorium, Where he is ſo unworthily treated, 
but to be lead to Mount-Calvary, which he 
voluntarily aſcends in order there to give up St. Aug. 
his Life, amidſt the Pains of the moſt cruel in Joan. 
and infamous Death. The Love of God to 
thee, O my Soul, is ſo great, that not ſatiſ- 
fied with the Humiliations of his · only * | 
he will have: him cruſhed under the Rigors lien. 
of Torments; he will not look upon him 
as the Victim of Propitiation for our Sins, 
the Seal of our perfect Reconciliation with 
him, Conſummator of our Salvation, but 
when be ſhall have been immolated and con- 
ſumed by the mortal Dolors of the Croſs3 7. li. 
and the fews, who make themſelves by their | 
Hatred and Envy the Executioners 'of that 
Sentence of Death pronounced in Heaven, 
far from appeaſing their Fury at the Sight of 
Jeſus, all covered with the Wounds of Fla- 
yas will, thro' an unheard of Cruelty, 
y a conſummated” Malice and horrible re- | 
peated 'Cries, have him nailed and hanged 
on the infamous Wood of the Croſs, re- Deut. al 
ceive the Curſe and Anathema of all the 
People, expire thereon between two Proffli- 
gates, and his Name for ever effaced out of 
the Memory of Man. 
Ah! my Soul, in adoring with dm the 
ſovereign Juſtice of God, that exerts itſelf 
with ſo much Rigor on the innocent Jeſus, 
oughtſt thou not oſten to ſay to thyſelf — | 
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CHRISTIAN SENTIMEN: 


Father has not ſpared his own Son, the moſt 


Pros, vi viii. tender:Object of h his Complaiſance and Love; 


if he · has condemned him to the Death of 

the Crofs for my Salvation, eught I to com- 
in of the-Uſage I receive from his Mercy, 

„ho have ſo often incurred, by my Crimes, 

- his Indignation and - Diſgrace ? If my Savi- 
our has been overwhelmed with Dolors and 


| . Pains for my Sins, what do I not deſerve, 


and ee to ſuffer, I, who have ilfully 
committed them? If the Devil, Who finds 
nothing in this Man-God that belongs to 
him, exereiſes with the laſt Fury on his ſa- 
cred Perſon this Empire of Death, which 
was given to him only over mas ; with 
what Patience ought I to ſuffer the Pains of 


.- Sickneſs, in order to ' teſtify to Jeſus. my 


Gratitude for delivering me, at the Expence 
of his Life, from the. everlaſting Death to 


which I had been condemned? | 
It plainly appears, my Soul, by thy Aver- 
J. lvii. ſion to Sickneſs, and by the Impatience thou 


ſheweſt in it, that thou caſteſt not thy Eyes 
on the Croſs of Jeſus with a little Refice- 
tion on the dolorous Myſteries of his Paſ- 
ſion and .Deathz it —— appears thou 


mindeſt nothing but th 2 Pains, which thou: 


but too much deſerveſt to ſuffer, and that 
thou thinkeſt not on thoſe of Jeſus, who is 
the Innocent and Juſt by way of Excellence: 

In vain does he call thee from off his Croſs, 
in vain does he inſpire thee to always have 
it preſent to th Eyes; far from beholding 


if * a Rede ction on . far from 
being 


m—_ 


the Violence of «by- -Pains ; If the heavenly 
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3 attentife'to his ſalutary and Life-givitig 
Volce, thou beſtoweſt all thy Attention on | 

the good or bad Events of thy Sickneſs, and 
Succeſs of the Remedies which thou takeſt 4 
to cure thee; as if this Divine Saviour had 
condemn'd himſelf to the Dolors and Deattr 
of the Croſs, only to make our Salvation 1 
conſiſt in an effeminate and carnal Life, which' = 
he always condemn'd by his Doctrine and St. Clem, = 
Example; as if the State and Condition of Air. | 
the Church Militant, whereof tho art a 
Member, was not to continually oppoſe the 
Inclinations of © corrupt Nature, and inceſ- 
ſantly groan under the' Weight of che Mie | 
ries of our Peregtination.”' SR... WW 

Ah! fince Jeſus calls thee to be Partaker eee 
of his Sufferings, in bearing them, propoſe 1 
to thyſelf the Motives he had in bearing His; 
look upon them as holding no er 8 Aug. 
with the Puniſhment' which thy Sins deferve;. © 
receive them, not as Pains inſeparable from 
human Condition, but as Marks of the Love 
of our God; ſtifle the Delicacy of Nature, 


ö and the Importunities of its Wants, in order 
: to only hearken to the Voice cf the Grace P/alm 
- of our charitable Saviour, who draws near xc. 


* * 
* 7 I 


n and unites himſelf to afflicted Chriſtians, 

v»bo are his Members and Image; ſtop thy 

t Complaints, Sighs and Tears, for the uffe. | 
ring Condition to Which his "Goodneſs re- 2 

: I duces thee, in Hopes of obtaining Heaven, 3 
5 which will ſoon be the End and Reward of 


it; acknowledge and publiſh the Mercies of 
2 thy Saviour in his very Juſtice, by conſider- 

ng thy" mu „ return bim Thanks 
2 i : that 
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$8 CnnisT1an SENTIMENTS; 
that he prepares thee, by Degrees, for thy 
Departure out of this World, by Sufferings 
ſo proper to unty. the Bands that binds us to. 
it, and make us languiſh after the Kingdom 


of Heaven; expreſs often thy Gratitude, 


that he accommodates himſelf to thy Weak- 
neſs, in the Sickneſs with which he viſits 
thee, ſuſpends ſometimes the Violence of its 
Pains, in order to give Eaſe to Nature, and 

..  - anjmate thy Courage againſt the freſh Aſ- 
* faults of them; and that he ſometimes di- 
verſiſies them, to diminiſh their Violence, 

and increaſe thy Merit by the Variety of 
Trials; that he lets thee ſeek for Aſſiſtance 


4 Ecel. from others, and that he comes to. viſit thee 
umi. himſelf, in order to ſupport and conſole thee 


by the Grace of the Sacraments, and that 
which. accompanies the Words of his Mini- 
In conſidering the infinite Difference that 
is between. thy Sufferings and mine, ſays the 
Divine Jeſus to thee, think of the total Pri- 
«ation I am in, of the Succours and Conſo- 
lations thou receiveſt in thine. Thou ſuffe- 
reſt only in ſome Part of thy Body; but 


there is not one Part of mine without mor- 


neſſes to it, ſeek only to: irritate them, with a 
Deſign to make me periſh the ſooner: Thy 
Body fatigued with Pain, lies on a Bed com- 
modious to eaſe it; mine, all over cover d with 


Wounds, exhauſted by the numberleſs Stripes 


of Flagellation, Crown of Thorns, and ill 

1 Uſage of the Soldiers, is loaded with a heavy 
Luke xxiii. Croſs along the Streets of Feruſalem; it is 
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tal Wounds; and the Jews, who are Wit- 
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n .B 1 13 T1ANS 1 47 S; Sc. 3 
afterwards ftretched out, fix'd to, and raiſed: 
on that infamous Tree; no other >; 'Þ 
for the Weight of my bruiſed — but: 4.0. 
large. Nails which pierce and tear the Nerves 
of my Hands and Feet. Is there any Pain ſo 
ſenſible? Is there any Cruelty greater than * 
chat of disjointing the Bones of a living Body? Fſaln xxi. 
And conſequently, is there any Affliction and 
Suffering comparable to mine? And amidſt ©. 
this Deluge of Evils into which I am willing Jeremn. 
freely to plunge myſelf, in order to fave thee I. ü 
from an everlaſting Shipwreck; in the Vio -r 7 
lence of the Wounds which the Executi- 
oners multiply on my Body, to cure the 
Wounds of thy Soul, in this State of Suffe- 
rings, incomprehenſible to Angels and Men, 
Heaven ſeems to have no Compaſſion for 
me; in vain do I raiſe my Voice to my Fa- 
ther, he abandons me to the Rigor of his Deut. 
Juſtice; he makes me bear the Weight of ini. 
his Indignation, kindled by the Crimes of 
Mankind; he delivers me over to the Ha- 
tred of the Phariſees, and full Fury of the FG 
Rage of an exaſperated Populace, who takes 1 
Pleaſure in the Evils I ſuffer, and conſents © Al 
to be guilty in the Sight of God, of the Blood my 
they ſee me ſpill from all the Parts of my . 
Body, provided they 'glut themſelves with 
my Pain, and: deprive me of my Life; in a 
word, Heaven, the Earth, and Hell, all con- 
ſpire againſt me to increaſe my Pains and 1 
Sufferings. If the Thirſt, cauſed by th eit -. Wi 
Violence, obliges me to tell the Jews that P/aimmxi. © We 
my Tongue, all parched up, ſticks to the & bvii. 94 
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give me PIT to drink: Far ene com- 
plaining of this cruel and unheard of Treat- 
ment, I excuſe the Authors of it, and beg 
of my Father to forgive them thro” the Me- 8 


rits of my Blood and Death. 


Ah! my Soul, what Trials in the — 
of Jeſus; but what Courage, Patience and 
| Meekneſs does he not ſhew in bearing them? 
He delivers up his Body to Soldiers, who 
unmercifully ſtrike and abuſe it; he turns 


not his Face from thoſe who duftet and cover 


it with Spittle⸗z he threatens not his Ene- 


mies, v ho load him with Injuries and Stripes; 
he hearkens in Silence to the cruel and un- 


juſt Sentence of the Death of the Croſs, to 


which a timorous and impious Judge con- 
demns him; he carries with a. good Heart 


the Inttfument of his Puniſnment; he walks 
to Meunt-Calvary with the Meekneſs of a 
* 2 to be there the Victim of the Fury 


of a Nation which he loves; he mounts 
with Courage the bloody 
fiee, offers Fümſelf on it to God, immolates 
himſelf 91 his gh" of and pes thereon. iu 
Peace * L442 "EF Þ 3's "1457 11 
Behbld, my Seu, the Stable" and Mo- 
del thou art to olle wi in the Trials of Sick- 
neſs,” and that to the Moment of thy Death. 
It i is then the ſolid Virtue of a Chriſtian be- 


comes known, and that thoſe who are Wit- 
neſſes of his Sufferings, judge of tle Pro- 
. .greſs he Rad made rk he ag ſeized with 
fits Sickneſs"! 1s the Touchſtone God makes 

uſe of to try a Soul, or rather to ſhew her 
the little Reſeimblance _ ben ſhe- 


* has 


Altar of his Sacri- 
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mY with Jeſus Chriſt her Maſter and Model: 
-Whilt ſhe taſtes in Health the Sweetneſs St. Greg. 
and Conſolations of the Lord' 's Supper, of Mag. Lib. 
Mount=-Thabor, 'T would ſay of the Holy xxvii. 
Communion or Meditation; hd ſhe hears Mor. c. 5. ith 
in publick the Miniſters of the Lord preach _* 
with Succeſs, the Bencfi:s and Advantages ' 
of Sufferings, ſhe proteſts that being ſo good . 
a Father, and dear a Maſter, ſhe will for 
ever follow him, and willingly aſeend Mount = 
Calvary with thim, becauſe the Participation 
of his Sufferings makes the Inheritance and 
Happineſs! 'of a F Chriſtian on Earth; ſhe in- 
ſpires the ſick Pei ſons, ſhe knows or viſits, 
with theſe Juſt and pious” Sentiments; the CL 
animates them to Patience, ſtrengthens ane > 
conſbles them in their Suffetings: But when 9 
God viſits her with Inſtrmity; when Sick- 
neſs comes upon hier, ſhe! forgets che L. ſions 
of Patience and Courage ſhe give: others, A 
ſhe ſaints away and is convinced of her own _ 
Weakneſs: And ſuch ought thou, my Soul, Thren. i 
to acknowledge thyfelf in the Sight of Got -- 
with Confufion, Humility and Fear, in ſee- 
ing thyſelf ſo ſenſible of the leaſt Pains; in 
ſhewing ſo much Dread, Trouble, Impati- 
_ ence and bad Humour, as they increaſe; in 
making ſuch Murmurs and Complaints againſt 
thoſe Who are about thee, in order to o alt St. A 
thee, when they fail in the leaſt thing, when i» Llalni lh E: 
they delay ſome Minutes in giving thee” the Rix. 8 
Food and Remedies which thou art to take. 1 
Ah! how little thou imitateſt the Con- 
| ſtaney, Moderation and Meekneſs of thi 
a Divine Maſter ; how far art thou from fuf- 
. t 


— 


<> 


—_ Fen 4 with; 8 the eee of -< 
Enemies, thou, who ſheweſt ſo little Sub- 
miſſion to the Will of God, who ſtrikes 
+ thee in this World, in order to. ſpare thee 
in the next; how little thou+profiteſt by the 
precious Moments of Sickneſs, which God 
ſends thee to bring thee to him, and make 
thee partake of his moſt fingular Conſola- 
1 Per. ii. tions, altho he be treating thee, ſinful 'and 
| criminal as thou art in his Sight, with the 

fame Rigor he treated his only Son, Juſt 

4 and Innocent by way of Excellence. He re- 
we * Fuſes him, | amidſt the moſt violent Dolors of 
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the Croſs, the ones. he had fent him in 
the Garden by un BN z he permits that his 
Math.'xiv. Apoſtles and Friends mes abandon him in 


this ſorrowful Condition,, that they. ſhould 
ew by their. Flight, as if they had effaced 
him out, of their Heart, and forgo 
a dead Man. | | 
Once more, 2. od. has Difference 

zs between thy Sufferings and thoſe of Jeſus 
Chbriſt? What Difference between the Pri- 
vation he was in of all Succours and Com- 
fort; and the Readineks every one about thee 

ſhews to allay or diminiſh thy Sufferin 

by their Care and comfortable Words! Far 
from ſeeing all Creatures unite themſelves 
together to irritate thy Pains and conſpire 
Sap. xvi, thy Deſtruction, as thou deſerveſt, in Puniſh- 
& xi, ment for having made them Accomplices of 
thy Sins, and ſubſervient to thee in offend- 
ing thy Creator; on the contrary, there is 
not one but concurs to - caſe ee, or to 
Ren thy ak | 


IMP 


. the interior Joy of his holy Spirit. 
the Evils thou haſt ſuffer'd for my Salvation, 


there a: aue of thy Sufferings..and- die st. Greg. 


En R I 8 TIAN- 8 E N T 1 ME: * 


If Men unfucceſsfully ſpend their Judg- 
ment and Remedies to cure thee, the Church, | 
as a tender Mother, approaches thy Bed, P/a/m ws. 
intereſts herſelf in thy Favour by her Prayers, 
in order to obtain from God an Alleviation 
of thy Pains, and render them ſupportable _ 
to thee by his Grace, in Expectation of Hea. 
ven, to which they are a ſure way; ſhe opens 
her Treafure in thy Favour ; and not ſatiſ- 
fied to cure the mortal Wounds of Sin, by 
the Application of the Merits of the Blood 
of Chriſt, ſhe procures thee the Preſence 
and ſtricteſt Poſſeſiion of this adorable Sa- 
viour, this heaven Phyſician, who, more = 

-nſible of thy Sufferings than of his own, St. Aug. 1 
comes to thy Aſſiſtance, and aſſures thee he - + -* k 
was abandon'd by his Father on the Croſs, 
in order to merit for thee his Conſolations St. Amb, = 
in thine; and that as thou uniteſt thy-Sacri- = 
fice to his in the Dolors of Sickneſs, and 
invokeſt his Mercy, he will grant thee the 
Aſſiſtance of his Grace, and fill thee with 
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Ah! my Jeſus, I can no longer behold 


without forming a Reſolution to make better St. Bern. Wl 
Uſe of thoſe thou ſendeſt me. Seeing that 1 
by my Sins Fam the Cauſe of thy Death; 
feeing it is I who have ſo often folicited th 
Condemnation by my Crimes; ſince it is 
cruel and ungrateful as I am, who have bo- 
ver'd thee with Wounds, and crucified thee 
on Mount-Calvary, I am willing to aſeend 
there after thee by Sickneſs, I conſent to be 
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"as a didſt, in the moſt violent Pains; Sn 
wo tify them by uniting them to thine ;, ſup- 
IL — my Weakneſs againſt the Terrors of 
1 cath; grant me to imitate, the Perfection 
of thy Sacrifice; render me quiet and ſub- 
miſſive to: thy Orders, meek, patient, mo- 
J. derate towards thoſe Who are employed in 
. Bern. aſſiſting me; give me that Humility of Heart 
wy and Mind, ſo proper to acquire theſe Vir- 
tues and to procure me that Peace and 'T'ran- 
quillity of Soul, ſo neceſlary in the laſt Mo- 
ments of my Life. . e Sight of thy 
Croſs put me in mind of my Rebellion and 
numberleſs Offences, which ity fix d thee 
toit; and let thy holy Grace make me ac- 
ü. cept, with a Spirit of Penance, the Croſs and 
Sickneſs. with which thou loadeſt me, and 
pon which thou ordaineſt me to expire. 
Make me Partakers in my Sufferings, of that 
gilence which thou obſerveſt in thine ;, grant 
me that as they ſhall ſeize on my Body, 
and caſt my Soul into Dejection and Sorrow, 
inſeparable from the Terrors of the Grave, 
I may turn my Eyes towards thee, raiſe my 
Voice to the Throne of thy Mercies, as thou 
daidſt thine, upon the Croſs, to the Throne 
of thy Father's. Juſtice, and that my Heart, 
at the terrible Approaches of Death, may 
ſupply the Defe& of my Voice, to redouble, 
after thy Example, its Vows and Prayers. 
vi. - May the Eyes of my Faith penetrate Hea- 
ven, and make me there fee thee, as on the 
Croſs, ready to aſſiſt me in the laſt and vio- 
lent Conflicts I have to undergo, to the End 
Wan} + that after * by the Sucgoyny pu 
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of my Salvation, and animated to follow 


thee to Mount-Calvary, I may ſee thee at 


the Right Hand of enn N lor ever e 
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for a CHRISTIAN i Sickneſs to dif 


4 


poſe bimſelf for confe Nur bis Sins, in 
Rf onfideration of. the rigoros Actount 2 5 | 
7 : is ta give at the Tribunal of Jz$us = 


Cunts, and of the Comfort be re 


ceives in purti ng Order, in due Time, 
. the Ae ef bis Conſcience. 0 


Vr 13 


0 MY. God, as ure is 10 enen 


Infirmity and Pain, and as a ſick Perſon, has 
need of all the Succours which Religion pre- 


ſeribes, in order to ſupport and ſanctify him; 
it is to thee I now addreſs myſelf to obtain 


them. And as thou thyſelf, O my God, 


10 1 A P. vil. Fran ings 3a 


more afflidting to Nature, than that of 


ee eee 
e 
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= _ Sentiments of Shan proper LIST > 


aſſureſt me thou art the Support and Com- _y ix. 


panion of every Chriſtian . implores thee & Prev. 
in his Afffictions, I have Reaſon to hope, xv. 


unworthy. as Eam, for thy Preſence in my 
Sufferings, and Attention to my Vows: and 
Prayers. 1 * » 5B 5 3 — i! n 9 * 
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prived of one and the other in the Days of 
my Sickneſs, after having ſo often deſpiſed 
them in the Days of my Health; it is true, 
J deferve to ſee ins on myſelf theſe ter- 


rible Threatnings: You will ſeek me, and 


ſhall not find me, I ſhall abandon you at the 
Hour of Death, becauſe you have abandon'd 
me during Life. But, 5 my God, in the 
Converſion of a Sinner, thou conſulteſt thy 
all- gratuitous Mercy, and it is from it I ex- 
pect that Spirit of Penance neceſſary to re- 


cConcile me with thee; for I have thrown 


bimſelf walk in the Way of Salvation, how 


myſelf head-long, and even wallowed in the 
Filth of Sin, and it is not in the Power of 
my Will, without the Help of thy Grace, to 
raiſe myſelf; I have ſeparated from thee, O 
my God, who art the Source and Life of 
my Soul, and J cannot, without thy Succour, 
draw near and reunite myſelf to thee. 

If the Juſt ſtands in need of thy Grace, 
O my Saviour, to guide his Steps in the 
Paths of - Chriſtian Juſtice; if he cannot by 


could a Sinner, like me, venture into that ſa- 
Jutary Way, but thro' the Means of thy 
Grace, which breaks my Bands, enlightens 


my Darknefs and lends me a helping Hand, 


to withdraw me from the Abyſs into which 
my Sins have plunged me. Caſt then, O 


% +; dard, the Eyes of thy Mercy on me, and 
grant that in beholding me, I may lift up 


my Eyes towards thee; have ſtill Compaſ- 


ſion on my Soul, which is the Work of thy 


Power, and the End of all the Myſteries af 
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the Abaſements and Sufferings of thy; Son. L. Hig. 
Remember thou art ſtill my Father, and. art de Pec. l. 
not to become my Judge until the Hour:of ii. 
my Death: Open then in my Favour the = 
Intrails of thy tender and paternal-Mercy,.. 
tho" I do not. deſerve to be treated as one 
of thy Children. 

But, O my God, thy Apoſile aſſures me,.. ns 
that the Means to- avoid, in departing this . . 
World, the Rigor of thy Tribunal, and to 1 Cc. i" 
ſereen me from the formidable Decrees of _ NNw˙( 
thy Juſtice, is now to judge myſelf. at the 
Tribunal of my Confcience, to conceive a 
fincere Sorrow for the Sins of which it ſhall 
accuſe me, and to fubmit to the Sentence, 
full of Meekneſs, which the Prieſt, Miniſter 
of the Sacrament of Penance, and thy Vice- 
gerent upon Earth, ſhall pronounce againſt 
me. It is then with all the Sincerity and 
Exactneſs I am capable of, that I purpoſe 
from this time forward to enter into Judg- Feel. c. 
ment, and pronounce Sentence againſt my- xvii. v. 
felf. I will not wait till my Sickneſs becomes 20 1 
violent, my Senſes be weaken'd by Pain, 
and my Reaſon troubled and embarraſſed at. 
the Sight of the approaching Diſſolution 0 St. Age 
my Body: I will not wait for the Approaches 4 7 
of Death, to think on _ Conſcience and . 
disburden it of the fatal Weight of its Sins. 

The Bufinefs is now, my Soul, to make the 
Pains of Sickneſs fruitful and meritorious ; 
to render agreeable to God, the Vows and TE 
Prayers thou ſhalt addreſs to him; to drag, Fg 
his Bleſſings on the | Remedies which thonr 
15 to take, in order a 0 the 13 3 5 
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tdhou ſuffereſt; the Matter is to make a Con- 
fen which perhaps will be thy Hand 
on which depends that Reſt and inward, Peace, 
which God gives thoſe. who, return ſincerely 
to him; to repair, by this Confeſſion, the 
Faults of all thofe thou haſt made during thy 
Life, or at leaſt to perſect them. 5 
I there, O my Soul, an Affair of greater 
W to Salvation? Canſt thou pro- 
xe. thyſelf in the Height of thy Sickneſs, 
= when the Phyſicians ſhall have declared 
the Danger evident, the Preſence. of Mind. 
neceſſary to manage it as it ſhould be. Shut 
then thy Eyes from the very Beginning of 
thy Sickneſs againſt all worldly Odjects; let 
the Retirement it obliges thee to enter into 
for the Eaſe of thy Body, remind thee of 
1 the | Solitude neceſſar Vito. purify 10 thy Heart. 
Feel. c. Lift up thy Eyes towards. Heaven; pray the 
wü. v. Father of Lights, who knows thy Sins ( ſee- 
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7. ing he has been Witneſs. of them) to illumi- 
mate thy Mind in order to diſcover the Num- 

ober, Grieyouſneſs and Deformity of them; 

ta make thee enter into the Receſſes of thy 

 - Heart, impenetrable to all others but to him; 

ts repreſent to thee the Portraiture of thy 

1 Criminal. Life, as it is preſent to his Eyes: 

= Sphere And enlighten'd by this Divine Torch, which | 

*. carries its Light into the moſt obſcure and 

4 hidden Folds of our Conſcience, conſider, a 

he and weigh. all thy Actions without flatter- 

Job xii. ing and deceiving thyſelf; examine into the 
Hi. very Intention which was the Principle of, 
. 32. and gave Birth to them; make thy ſelf [a ſes 
7 vere Cenſor of all thy Faults, ne 


* 
* — 
—— 


cn langen Sener ngx I 
obtain. Pardon, the, eaher for them; Kaine wa 


thyſelf; on the Sins committed in the diff), * ; 


rent Ages of thy Life, on the Perſons. ang 
Places thou haſt frequented, on the Engage- 
ments and Employments thou haſt had, on 
the Subſtance thou haſt received or acquired, 

andithe Uſe thou haſt made of it 3 on the 
Sacraments thou haſt ſo often approach'd 
thro*., Cuſtom, and perhaps without Fruit; 


199] 


on the Abuſe-or NegieR of infnie Graces = 


which God had prevented thee with to en: 
5110 or retain thee in his Service; on thy 


{obedience to his Laws, * to thoſe of — 


| his Church. 8 


Stop not at the Lyfice of eie e St. Graph itt 


Works of Piety; their ſpecious Appearance J. i. Me- 


bo often . deceived, thy Pride; it is perhaps ral. c, 21. 1 . 


thyſelf, and not God nt has been the End 
cf them, ſeeing thou haſt often perform d 
them by a natural Habit, with a ſecret View. 
of Honour, Intereſt, or human Satisfaction. 


— 


Beg of God to remove the Veil of the fatal Ex 9 | 


Ilofion that has hid thee from thyſclf, and Petroco- 
hinder'd thee from appearing /to thy own rienſi. 

Eyes, ſuch as thou appeareſt in his Sight; 
to bring the Light of his Grace into tbe 
Darkneſs of thy —— in order to diſcover 5 33.3 


the ſecret Wounds which have eſcaped hy | f 


Sight, and animate thee to ſeek the Le, 
for them in the Sacrament of Penance. 
Ah! how happy and favourable, O my 
Soils is the Sentence we pronounce! nos _ 
againſt ourſelves, ſince it will ſubtract us at Fccl. e. 
the Hour of Death from the Severity of the xvii. v. 
Tribunabof> Jeſus Chkit, 2 ee 28. 
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tan SanTIMENTs, Ge. 


St. Greg. come a terrible and inexorable Judge, be- 


cauſe he is, during Life, a Saviour "uy 10 
Tenderneſs, Patience and Mercy. 

I am willin n, O my Jeſus, to con- 
demn, in thy Sr 


Purity and Sanctity itſelf, ſeeming ood 
Actions will appear impure,- and Lil de 


judged rather worthy of Anger than of = 
ward, if the Motive and other CRETE 3 
Greg. in of them be bad. 

c. xi. I own and acknowledge, that 1 have al- 


ways been a bad and unfaithful Servant, ſee- 


ing I refuſed to obey thy Orders; and if I 


have ſometimes executed them, I am till 
but an unprofitable Servant, ſeeing, that with- 


out the Aſſiſtance of thy Grace, I could not 


ſo much as harbour a good N in or- 


| oe to Salvation. 


Thus, O my Jefos, convinced of my fin- 
Fillnek and Miſery, I am willing to accuſe 
myſelf to thy Minifter, in order to pre = 


Aug. m myfar for appearing before thee at the 


my Death, as one abſolved from the Sins 
for which he had already condemn'd him- 
ſelf, that ſo the Bar of thy Juſtice may be- 
come a Throne of Grace and Mercy to me. 
1 confeſs, in thy Preſence, O my God, that 
=> Life has been paſt in a ſinful Oblivion 
my Faults; that I began to offend thee 

| From moſt the Commencement of my Be- 
ing; * to W 


711 


nee, not only all that ap- 
pear d — and vicious in the Actions 
of my Life, but even what ſeemed often 
praiſe worthy in the Eyes of Men; per- 
ſuaded, that in the Sight of a God, who is 


* „ lk. =: 


. 
> - | * 4 + 2 


PL 
—_—_— 


„ 4 
S 


Cun18z IAN SENT 11 urs, Sc. 
ber of which increaſed "with: the Years of 
r ee en 
Ah my Sovicur; the Lasst of my Life - 
crowd ſo on my Spirits, that I cannot think 
on them without being ' penetrated with the 1 
moſt ſenſible Grief and Sorrow. What! to Ji 
have ſo often diſobey'd a God who had pre- 1 E/ar. e. 
vented me with his Graces, and loaded me K. 1 


with the moſt precious of his Gifts; born * 
of God, his Child by Baptiſm, ſo often ad- k 
mitted to his Table, fed with his Word, and at 
even his very Fleſh, honour'd with his Con- ma 
fidence, F riendſhip and are Love; are is 
there any Favours more lar than thoſe ? it 
What! to have abuſed the 2 of a om liv, | wa 
God who had been ſo profuſe in my Favour z .'--» . -: 
what? to have broke all the facred Engage- © | 
ments I made to faithfully ſerve thee; fo io 
long refuſed Submiſſion to thy Orders, always =_ 
adorable, to follow the Strayings of my Heart; 14 
prophaned by my Crimes the Blood of the [he 
new Covenant; ſo often renewed the Out -* 
rages of the Paſſion of my Saviour; pr. + Wl 
fer'd in my Heart ſenſual Pleaſures to the [ 3 
Graces God had offered me; renounced his 8 
Inheritance, to put myſelf. under the T ii 
Tranny of the Devil, and render me an TY 1 
cate of his Miſeries. 4 
Ah f my God, every thing oy YR the mel 1 | 
Wounds; of my Soul; Thoughts, Deſires, 1 i 
Sins, ſhameful Con Contempt ar 1 
Abuſe of thy Graces, all my Iniquities in- A 


ceſſanthy purfue me, and even deprive me of 

my Reſt. I oyyn that I have very oſten de- 

el to hear theſe thundering Wee re 112 
nounced 
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St. Leo. J. 


1 De Vo- 


23233 een TS, Ce. 
nounced againſt me; Be thou for ever cue 
off from the Inheritance of the Saints; let 


Pla liv. thy Death be as fatal as thy Life: has been 


wicked; let it overwhelm thee all at once, 
and precipitate thee into Hell for the juſt 
Puniſhment of thy Crimes. But, my Savi- 


--- © .oury, ſeeing that 'thro*-an incomprehenſible 


Goodneſs' to Sinners, of whom I am the 
greateſt, thou cameſt thyſelf to call them to 
Repentance, let me not defer to embrace 
the Practice of it. Cover from this Moment 
my Face with a viſible Confuſion, to the 


End the World, which had been Witneſs to 


my Faults, may alſo be a Witneſs to my 


S8. Aug. Sorrow and Repentance; grant me Grace to 
= = Meat. 


deplore in Publick, without Fear or human 


Reſpect, fo many Sins which I was not 


aſhamed to commit in the Sight of Men; 
let them know and learn from me, that thoſe 
Sighs and Tears which I deſire, are not ſhed 


for the Loſs of a Health that muſt fail in a 
little time, but for having abuſed: the Good- 


neſs of a God, whoſe a ts: "= rao 
and make me Live eternally. 5 
Les, O my Jeſus, it's now more than 
evtt that I have need to bend thy Juſtice 
by Compunction and Sorrow, Summoned 
very ſoon to appear at thy Bar, how terrible 


Ny _ and fatal my Doom would be, if aſter ſo 
many Sins, of which E acknowledge myſelf 


| Gui ty, I ſhould approach it at m Death, 
without having firſt purified myſelf by the 


- Sacrament of Penance : Waſh then away wh 


my Offences,” O my Saviour, in the ſecret 
Deluge of my Tears united to thine ; bathe 


E | "WJ 


Canisriax SENT MENTS» G. 
my Soul in the ſalutary Waters of Penance; 


| no more able to weep, grant, by thy Grace, 

that it may be ſaid of me, not that I expire, 

but that I breathe up my Soul to the. 

I know the Greatneſs and Malice of my _. _. 
Iniquities z I have need of the whole Extent 
of thy Mercy to. obtain Pardon for them. 7 
Let thoſe, . who are leſs Guilty than I, ſet 

ſome Boynds to their Sorrow, mine ought 

to have none, ſeeing I cannot enough las 

ment my paſt Blindneſs, nor with too much St. 4g. 
Inſtance folicit thee to be the Phyſician of ir Hain 
my Soul. Ah! my, Jeſus, if my. Strayings 
have coſt thee ſo much Sweat and Fatigue 

if they have drawn fo many Tears. from. 


r. 2 8 A Der e 
thing Eyes, ſhould. I ever. ceaſe, to lament 


> 


and weep Jor ben! . 
Grant me then, O Lard, a Fountain of 
Teals, to flow from my Eyes to extinguiſh. 
the Flames of Hell, and hinder me from 
ſhedding there unprofitable and fruitleſs Tears. 
Prevent, by thy Grace, thoſe eternal Re- 
grets, which are unavailable to the Repro- 
bate, that ſo I may avoid them. Py | oin thy 
Love to this Gift o Tears,, to operate. in 


me a true and perfect Converſion, . thoſe Jerem. 


Tears which flow from a contrite Heart, will ix. & 
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manifeſt the Sincerity of my Repentance, St. Ber © 


be a Means of reconeiling me with thee, of 


dring to thy Divine Majeſty, the Glory due 
to thee as Fountain of all Juſtice. Accom- 
pany the Regret, of my Heart with an Tr 
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rend my Heart with Sobs and Sighs; and — 
when at the Approaches of Death I ſhall be St. Gr. 
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* ii. ble Confidence, and a ſecret Joy, t 


M. 


ene, 
Lib. de 
Panit. 


| | dency: But in granting 
thoſe Tears, ſo neceſlary for the Remiſſion 
of Sins, fill at the ſame time my Heart with 
the Conſolation of thy holy 
St. Greg. prevents that fort of Sadneſs that dejects 
the Soul and makes it loſe all Ho 

Mercy . 
Thou knoweſt, Om my God, there is no- 
thin more difficult for a es * full of Pride 
an 1 Selk love, than the Confeſſion of his Sins 
to a Prieſt; but ſeeing it coſt thee thy Life 


Accuſer let the Confuſion be ever fo gr 


Cant STAN SN TIMEN T5, Ge. 


may not be diſcouraged or fall into De. 


pirit, which 


lopes in iy 


to merit the Pardon of them. for me, ought 


J nat to do myſelf Violence to deſerve it? 


Am I ignorant that the Remedies which are 


moſt painful and violent to Nature, are the 


moſt Falutary to the Soul? And as thou haſt 


given me a poſitive. order to reveal my Sins 
to a Prieſt in order to receive the Abſolu- 


tion of them, ought T to heſitate "expoſing 
myſelf in his dicht fach as T am in thine? 
What! I was not aſhamed to commit Sin 
in thy Preſence, and ſhall I be aſhamed to 
confeſs it to a Prieſt who has Power from 
thee to abſolve me. No, I will be my own 


eat 


tdi mes Flt und that Same which Would 


make me find my Condemnation and Perdi- 


tion, where thou promiſeſt me my Juſtif- 


cation and Salvation; I will ee humble 


myſelf here, in order to be exalted everlaſt- 


ingly. 
Thou art Kathe, O my God: Tbou 


N th * fine when we 
* os upon * confeſs 


me this Sorrow and 


" 4 # 
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thou even effaceſt them out of thy Memory, 


the Sacrifice of our Reconciliation; àsk the 


& 


canfeſs our irie; thou annexeſt the Par- 
:doft of our Sins to the humble Confeſſion of 
them and the Abſolution of thy Miniſter; 


— 
ut 
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by Means of the Sacrament of'' Penance... 12 2 

HFaſten then to me, O Prieft of God, * 

come as ſoon as poſſible, to the End, that 

T may obtain Mercy thro* thy Aſſiſtance 3. 

thank, I pray thee, the great Goodneſs of 

God towards me. Alas after having ad- 

dreſſed myſelf to thee with Confidence as 

often as I had offended him; after having fo | 

often received, by thy Miniſtry, the Benefit Prov: 

of the Abfolution of my Sins, he orders me . 

now to have Recourſe to thee in this dange- ; 

Tous Conjuncture. Thy Charity, reſembling 

his, makes. me hope for thy Aſſiſtance, to- 

ſupply the Weakneſs which the State of Sick- 

neſs cauſes in me, that I may redify and 

perfect, by this Confeſſion, a great Number James v. 

of others: which. I might have made with 

little OF NO Fruit. g 3 2 77 of 7 Ian | 

For alas! how often have I frequented 

the Tribunal of Penance meerly thro* Cuſ- 

tom? How many Confeſſions have I made 

without a ſufficient Examination, and Pur- 

. of Amendment? having but a ſuper- 
ctal Sorrow for the Sins F revealed, endea- 

vouring to hide the Malice or diminiſh the 

Shame that attends them. Join with me in 

Prayer to the Lord, that he may baniſh that St. Aub. 

fatal and rous Shame which prompts to | 

conceal the Sin, or diſguiſe the Enormity 

of it. Offer, I beſeech thee, at the holy Altar 
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mendous Myſtery requires. IF 


; | $$ Al 2 N * ſelt 


n, * . of, all: N Pa . 
chat God may * me Grace to make 
good Confeſſion; pray him that there may 


be no Obſtacle on my Side, which may hin- 


der or diminiſh» the Effect of the Sacrament 
Tam going to receive. Let his ſanctifying 
Grace, which accompanies thy Words and 
Abſolution, cauſe in my Soul the ſame Puri:y 


with which the Soul of Mary Magdalen was 


embelliſned, after the 3 which Jeſus 


Chriſt prondnnced in her Favour; to the 


End that at the Moment this Divine and 
adorable: Saviour ſhall: come to honour me 
with his Preſence in the Sacrament of the 
Euchariſt, l may appear before bim with the 
Juſtice and Sanctity, that N 925 tre. 


4 


EF : 6 
, 21 2 8 N 
n 125 2 F 3 400 ALI 2 Tab W- if os 45 . 
— — — 


7 "2 —_ — 
9 924 5 2 — ps 


* 7 


0 1 A p. rs _ 


as a) Sentiments 7 a CRISTIAX 
3 Sickneſs to excite himſelf, after Cen- r 
9 Non, to bean bis Sufferings with 1h: | " 


CCC)WVWWWTWWWWWWT———— 


View of ſatisfying the Divine Fuſtice | 
Jer his Sins, which ide Nan of v2 i 
bal forgiven kim. Yeo 
T was not to e my Sins 105 to a 
thee, O my God, that I have revealed * 
— to thy Miniſter, Teeing thou hadſt al- p 
ready read them in my Heart; but it was to 10 
numble myſelf in thy: Preſence. by this Re- 5 
toſpection on. my criminal Life; to excite f 5 


— 


„ t 


deer to receive the general Fardon and Abſo- _ 
lution of them. 


the Treachery of my Memory, or the Weak-/ 


with his Blood: Have regard to the infinite 


SGi SGA 
mier to Sorrow at the Sight of its num 
berlels Skalns; to bend thy Mercy b. my 
Sigks and Tears, which F pray thee favou- 


5 to look upon; it was to ſubmit my Pf i. 
Sins to the Tribunal of th Church, in Fg & lv. 
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Thou Faſt promiſed me, "Oh G00. to 
ratifie in Heaven the Prieſt's Abſolution; he 
has given it me according to the Ordinance 
of thy adorable Son, thro* whoſe Merits the 
Remiſſion of Sins is obtained: Remember 
not then my Offences; not only thoſe of 
which T have accuſed myſelf,” but likewiſe: 
the Sins T might” have forgot, whether thro” 


2 «x Ps > 8 2 
„ 


neſs occaſioned by my Sickneſs; I humbly 
beg Pardon ſor them, as well as for all the 
Sins which others might have committed = 
thro” the Occaſions and bad Example I had Sabvian, 
given them. | 
' Caſt thy Eyes on Jeſus, who has capes | „ 
them on the Croſs, and waſhed them away, 


Merits of his Sufferings and Death; render — 
thyſelf favourable to me, in Conſideration of Heb. k. 
the infinite Credit he has at the Throne of -o. 
thy Juſtice ; renounce, thr6* his Mediation, 

the Right thou haſt to puniſh me in this and ; 

the other World; draw me near unto thee. 
reconcile. me with thee ; reſtore me thy 

Peace 1755 p Love, which Jeſus has merited' 5 

for me. by his Dolors and Sufferings; a 
bis Divine Image i in my Soul; coyer me with 

his a0 Garment; for, T hope, I may 
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now ſay, that by the Virtue of the PH 
Abſolution, thou haſt not only 


my Soul from Hell, but deliver'd her from 


Death, put away all her Iniquities, rein- 


ſtated her in her former Innocence, waſhed 
her in my Saviour's Blood, and from being 
as red as Scarlet made her as white as Snow. 
Thou, O Lord, haſt operated in me this 
Miracle of Mercy; thou haſt poured a Su- 


perabundance of Grace, where there was an 
Abundance of Sin; thou haſt made me hear, 


by the Mouth of thy Miniſter, theſe ſalutary 
and comfortable Words: Thy Sins are for- 
given thee; and I hope, O my God, that 


touched with Compaſſion at the Sight of the 
humble and painful Condition I am in, pity- 


ing me for the Evils which inviron me, in- 


clined to grant Pardon to a Sinner who asks 


it with Humility, thou haſt effaced all my 


P.. xxax. 


- 


quities, and cleanſed me with the Blood 


of thy Son. 


And it is this humble Confidence, that 
thou, O Lord, haſt forgiven me all my Of- 
fences by the Prieſt's Abſolution, which quiets 
my Mind, and diminiſhes the Sadneſs where- 


with my Soul is ſometimes overwhelmed at 
the Sight of her Miſeries; baniſhes that ſer- 


vile Fear of thy Judgments, which the Devil 
endeavours from time to time to excite in 
me, and gives me room to hope, that after 
having chaſtiſed me till Death, which is pro- 
perly the Evening of my Life, thou wilt 
wipe away my Tears, and make me partake 
of the Joy of thoſe who behold the fair Day 
of a happy Eternit 7. 


1 


But, 


7 ß 8 


na 


Pt yy my, God, R notwithſtanding. che 
Toges I am in that thou haſt forgiven me 
my Sins, and that my Conſcience does not. LES 
reproach me with any Deficiency in Con- 
feſſion; yet as I am not ſure whether I am 
worthy of Love or Hatred, whether I am in 
thy Grace or Diſgrace ; in this Uncertainty, 
adoring the Depth of thy Judgments on me, 
grant I may inceſſantly bumble myſelf in thy 
Sight, and that the continual Remembrance, 

of my Sins may, thro” thy Grace, give me a Ecd. . 
ſalutary Fear, which is not — with Prov. 
the Abſolution of them? Xii. 

| Yes, O my God, I will preſerve the Re-, 

| membrance o* Sins which have corrupted 

: the Innocence of my Soul; not in order to 

love them, but to revolve them in the Bit- 
terneſs of my Heart, retain the Confuſion 

| to have committed them, and the Acknow- 
ledgment for being abſolved from them; be- 
cauſe I know that a Soul truly contrife and. 

t humbled at the Sight of his Faults, eaſily ob- = 

3 tains Pardon for them; that the Remiſſion St. Ar. _ 

$ of Sin, which th Mercy refuſes not to a £1 


Caps 87 ran Sseurinzuns, G. 
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4a penitent Sinner, oes not diſpenſe from the e 
it Obligation of expiating them by Fruits wor- 
— thy of Penance; and if in Conſideration of 


il de Weakneſs of my Body, thou exetnpteſt | * 
n me from it, thou, ordereſt me to ſupply it by — 
r Patience in my Sufferings, and by che Ac- 
»- ceptance of all the Pains infeparable from 
lt this Sickneſs and the Death to Which thou 5 
ce condemneſt me. 
Ah! my Soul, is it not much better to e 
* the Divine J uſtice FL theſe Erin a 


With Rigor in Purgatory all the Debts * 
oweſt him? In comparing the little Penance 
thou haſt done with that which thy Sins de- 
ſerve, and which the Primitive Church 'im- 
poſed on Sinners, oughtſt thou not inceſ- 
ſantly to thank the Goodneſs of God, that 
he is pleaſed to accept of Satisfaction in this 
World, and make thee to redeem, by the 
{ſhort Pains of Sickneſs, the incomprehen- 


ſuffer in the other. 


Sufferings ; but rather ſay with” Sentimenis 


Severity with which thou treateſt me. After 


EY it not reaſonable to accept the Remedies pro- 
Tren. i. & pottioned to the Greatnels of them? After 


| Relapſes into Sin, is it not fit I ſhould 
2 the Diſſolution of my Body by the fre- 
1 — 1 Attacks of Pains Lia Apptoaches of 


. 


| Such, my Soul, 0 to be thy Language 
1 in. order to ſtifſe the e and Impati- 


rings. Remember likewiſe, that the Evils 


T4. & 7 


Firg. 


Evils 0 his ae ere 0 *** te "4 


St Parti, ſible Pains which he might make thee juſtly 


Complain then no more, my Sol, in thy 


of Humility and ſincere Sorrow: I acknow- 
led ge, O Lord, that I am the Cauſe of the 
Evils I ſuffer I conſeſs the Juſtice of the 


having committed ſo many Sins, is it not 


Juſt to bear the Puniſhment of them? After 
having given myſelf ſuch deep Wounds, is 


St. Hier. PE ſo often ſeparated myſelf from God, 


ence of a Nature ever an Enemy to Suffe - 


St. AE. which ought. truly to afflict a Chriſtian are 
Lib. 4 the Objects and Occaſions which intice 3 
Habity,_ to * It was then thou oughtſt to Wer 0 


ö 3 a + LB ob _ , ME, x2 * 1 * 5 
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ta thy Voice towards the Lord, to ask 
his Succour in the Danger thou incurreſt of 
loſing thy Innocence; and yet how often St. Greg. 
haſt thou loved the Danger and even the M. I ir. 
very Depen or nr nia, 
Ah! penetrated with the "deepeſt Sorrow 
for having ſo often committed it, ſubmit thy- 
ſelf with a good Heart to the Sentence, which = 
the Divine Juſtice *pronounces againſt thee, Tobia iii... 
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in changing the eternal Punifhment it de- = 
ſerves, into ſo ſhort and ſalutary a Chaſtiſe- ._ - 
ment. Inceſſantly Tay-unto him in the Vio-— 
lence of thy Suffetings : As I remember, O 
Lord, to have often offended thee; fo I am 
willing to bear the Weight of thy Indigna- —_— 
tion here, that I may behold thee in thy Glory Mich.- vj. 
hereafter, T'own, O Lord, that T am much = 
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Sins on his Body fix'd to the Croſs, ſhould 


ſelf, ſhould I ſuffer nothing to contribute to 


"% b "a ad Ren CIS" I * — 
1 . 125) IO Ts pn | K. — 
_—— gs So : 
* > a] - x 5 
7 


| thyſelf by the Merits of my Sufferings u 


which the Grace of God inſpires, will miti- 
gate thy Pains, ſtifle, or at leaſt diminiſh 
the Repugnance and diſguſt Nature has for 


from the Goodneſs, of God, as a Pledge of 
TY +: Alana Reconciliation with; him, ;and a 


merit the Remiſſion of my Sins, ſhould 1 
_ deſire to expiate them without Bitterneſs and 


: I, who am Guilt » refuſe to bear the Pain 
of them in mine? If Jeſus. was cover'd. with 


their ure! 


ſalutary to me, by chearfully accepting thoſe 


ling to drink of this Cup of Salvation, Which 
has been ſo bitter to thee; I accept the Harſh- 


tion ſuch as mine; I accept them, I ſay, 2 
Occaſions and Means, which thou offeret 
me to ſatisfy thy Juſtice. Suffer me, 0 
Lord, to 


I + 


| 'Onn ISTIAN. SENT IM EN 3, Oe. ; 
to thine, R 1 
Ves, my Soul, ſuch Sentiments as theſe, 


Sickneſs, and animate thee to receive them 


— F I 


leans to attain his heavenly Kingdom, 
What! oughtſt thou to ſay 5 to thy- 


ſelf z if Jeſus Chriſt has ſuffer d ſo much to 


Sorrow ? If the Innocent Jeſus did bear our 


7 * 


Wounds, in order to cure thoſe I gave my- 


No, my Jeſus, I conſent to partake of the 
Sufferings of thy Croſs, Which has been ſo 


of the Sickneſs thou ſendeſt me, I am. wil- 


neſs of the Remedies, the Diſguſt, Weak- 
neſſes and Faintneſſes proceeding from them, 
as well as the Irkſomneſs, Reſtlefſnieſs and 
Sadneſs, inſeparable from. a ſuffering Condt- 


— 


— 


belcech thee, to receive as a Par 
T Tv 0 


CHRISTIAN SENMIMENTS, Se; 
ff. the Satisfaction I owe. thee, whatever is 
if * grievous and humbling. in the Depen- 
dence I am in, of ſuch as come to aſſiſt me; 
infine,, I ſubmit to all that is frightful to Na 
ture, in Death and the Grave, and offer it, 
before I depart. this World, e of 
Expiation for my Sins. 6 
The * of thes,, is 80 to JR 
dons thy Mercy from me; not to break the. 
Covenant thou; haſt made with me in Bap- —_ 
tiſm, and which thou renewedſt:by the Ab- l 
ſolution, of thy Miniſter 3 to awake in thy-- 3 HER 
ſelf thoſe, Sentiments of Compaſſion and Tem- —_— 
derneſs, which thou haſt. promiſed with an 
"Oath. to always retain ſor a Servant, who Ja. W. 
carries thy Badge by Suffering 3. to rememmj—-ꝛpñ 
ber whilſt, thou puniſheſt me with ſo much 


i Abrahams Iſaac and Faced, thy well beloved 
Servants; be- ſatisfie with the Evils I now, 
ſuffer, and. fave me from being a Victim to 
thy Juſtice hereafter: Afflict me as much as 
en for the few Days I haye tolive; 


the Enemy of my Salvation ſhould lay on St. Gg. 


7 Spare me not in this Life; but in end- mw e. OE 
g it make me enjoy the Reſt n i 
05 a happy Eternity. Jas? gl 
Remember, in eg e thou art mx 5 
Fathers, that ;this, Licie of Father which | BD 
the. unſpeakable Source the Goodnefs, thou 8 
. hadft, for: me, ingages thee to aſſwage % 
Paus. to ſupport! 2 one whe? | 
W 
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Jultions e romiles full of. Clemency and 1 { 


but permit, ner that, at the Hour of Deathy, Fab v. & Y 


me thoſe fatal Sus which the Re probate Mag. Lib. . 
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| - whilſt thou ſtrikeſt me with the other. M 
Body, thou knoweſt, has not the Strength 
of Braſs, nor the Hardneſs of a Stone; but 


the Weakneſs of the Earth of which it is 
formed; forget not then, O Lord, this 
Weakneſs of my Origin; have regard to 
the Frailty of my Nature; be touch'd with 


Compaſſion, in beholding the Matter of 


which T am made; a Man formed of Earth, 
broke by the Stripes of Tribulation, always 
in Pain, weaken'd by ſo many Miſeries, 


. and often overſet by Sickneſs; can he have 
Strength enough to bear the Weight of the 


Arm of a God, juſtly provok'd, unleſs he 


WIE ſupports him by the Virtue of his Grace? 


Cu c. i. 


| & cap. ii. 
| the temporal Puniſhments due to my Sins. 


Divine Jeſus, I have Recourſe to thee in 
the Evils with which I am ſurrounded ; ſee- 
ing thou haſt cloathed thyſelf with my Weak- 
neſs, in order to be my Support and) Re- 


deemer, ſtrengthen me in them by the Help 


of thy Grace. I unite my Sutferings* to 
thine, that they may be advantageous to my 


Salvation, and ſatisfy thy Father's Juſtice : 


For, O my Jeſus, as I could not be recon- 


Ciled to bim but thro' the | Merits of thy 
Blood, theſe ſame Merits are ſtill neceſſary 


to make my Sufferings truly ſatisfactory for 


O eternal Father, ſeparate not = Pains 
from thoſe of Jeſus Chriſt thy dearly beloved 


to his Paſſion In caſting” thy Eyes on the 
Evils which T indure, and the Sacrifice Jof · 
fer thee of my Life, turn them not from 


the Wounds and Death which thy Son re- 


ceived 
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ErrnrSTIAN SENTIMENTS, Se 25 
ceived for Love of me; let thy Looks be 1 
at the ſame time on: Jeſus fix'd to the Croſs, 
and on a penitent Sinner lying on the Bed 
of Sorrow, and thou wilt acknowledge tge 
Covenant thou haſt made to ſave me; give St. EFcciaas 
Ear to the Petition J make thee for the Re- in M. 
miſſion of my Debts; thro* the Voice of 
the Wounds and Blood of my Saviour, open 
in my Favour all the Treaſures of thy Mer- 
cies; weigh, in the Balance of the Croſs, 
the Sins I have committed, and the Puniſh- 
ment they deſerve, and thou wilt find, that 
the Sufferings of Jeſus infinitly ſurpaſs: the 
Mes of my Iniquities,. and the 'Satisfac—- 
tion 1 owe to thy Juſtice. „l 
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Ad and Sentifnents of @ Cu, 
if in Sickneſs, in or der to , Dr Pre Bim 
| ſelf for tbe holy Viaticum, by which 
be defires to repair the Faults of pre- 
ceding Communions, and "poſſeſs within- 
_ himſelf the precious Pledge of. eternal 
Life. 1 * 40% +5 30} bon. it. bak wa 


M Jeſus, now that thou haſt begun 
co open, in my Fayour, the Treaſures. 
of thy Church, that thou haſt applied tge 
Merits of thy Paſſion to me, by the Abſolu- 
tion of the Prieſt, and given me thy Peace 
and Love, which are the Fruits of it; ſuffer; 
e G * „„ 
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Remembrance of my Be: 


eunnis AN SexTinENTS, S 
me to beg the Continuance of them to the 


laſt Moment of my Life, that thy Mercy 


V e thee to deſgend towards me, to 
be Witneſs of my Sufferimgs, to be touch'd. 


with Compaſſion for them, to conſole my. 
Soul in her Afflictions, to ſupport and for- 
tify her before ſhe be environ'd and ſeized. 


by the violent Pains of 'Death; © | 
This, O my Jeſus, ought now to be my 
chief Deſire and the Object of my Vows 
and Prayers to Heaven, convinced that by 
thy Viſit and Abode within me, 1 ſhall ipof: 

ſels the heavenly Phyſician who has reftor'd 
me to Grace, and will, I hope, change this. 


mortal Life into a glorious and immortal 


one, whereof the Sacrament of thy Body is. 
the precious Pledge. i 

Ahl my Soul, let theſe. falutary Words 
of thy Saviour be now the Subject of thy 


Houſe with my Preſence, make thy Heart 


the Place of my Habitation, beſtow there 
the moſt ſingular of my Gifts. and Favours, 
admit thee to my Table, feed thee with my 
Fleſh, make thee Partaker of my Divine 
Life, give thee the Pledge of that Glory 
which I enjdy myſelf, and ſow in thy Suffe - 
xing and ſick Body the Seed of a happy Im- 


mortality. Had: ever any Nation or People 


fo great an Adyantage as this. Not fatisfied. 
to humble and abaſe myſelf ſo far as to be 
made Man, and die on a Croſs for thy Sal- 


vation, E have left thee beſides the Sacra- 


ment of my Body, to renew in thee the 
fits, and en 
Y 


* 


Myſtery, the moſt tremendous a of our Re- 


and Thbbcehice,? What Te 4H2 eue St. 4. % us 
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by the Union of my Nature to. thine, 1 
Pledge of that happy Lite, which I : acqui red 8. Th, 


for thee by my Death. 

* 8 0l, if the Communion of the 
Body of Chriſt "makes the greateſt Happi- 
neſs 55 a Chriſtian on Earth, in Exp pectation 
of the Joys of Heaven; if Life is not deſi: 
rable . to have the Happineſs to poſſefss 
God, and to experience in oneſelf the mi- 1 
raculgus Tranfmigration of the Divipity into St. can 13 
the Heart of Man, and of the Heart of Mar 1 
into the Divinity; what Preparation and 
Trial ought to precede the Reception of this 


nigion? For the Buſineſs is to partake 'of _ 
what is moſt grand and precious in Heaven 
and in Earth; to receive the Sacrament of 
the Love and 'Tendernefs of of. th 3 Dear. 
What Reſpect and Reverence, what Purity xxvill. 


ought | not conſequently 1645 Heart to be al 
wit 

Ah! my Soul, inceſſantly Harebütg Ae 
to have brought theſe hecelfary erent he 
to ſo many Communions, thou haſt made 
during the Courſe of thy Life,” r be at 
leaſt by this, which will pan 
the Outrages and Indignities, or at Neat 
Irreverence and Lukewarmneſs that attended 
them. Addreſs thyſelf to thy Divine Savi- 
our; expoſe | to him thy Weakneſs and In- 
capacity to make thy Heart, without the 
5 of his Grace, a Temple worthy” of 
his SanRtity and Grandeur. Thank him, that. 
be 1 Is Pleaſed fall to remember thee, un- 

. N 


——— 


15 28 
"1H ES 
3 - * 
al , 


CHRISTIAN SEN PIMENTS, Sr. 


= * 8 


worthy as thou art, and. to chuſe thy Heart 


to be on Earth the. Place of his Abode; ar- 


dently pray him to purify it by the Fire of 


X. Charity, humble it at the Sight of its own 


Nothingneſs and. of thy ſupreme; Majeſty, 
wg inflame it with the Ardor of Divine. 
O Bounty of my Saviour, worthy the 
Admiration and Praiſe of all Creatures, ſee- 


ing it pleaſeth thee to conſole me in ſo Di- 


vine a Manner in my Affliction, duly pre- 
pare me to receive within. myſelf, the Sacra- 


* 1 


- 


ment of thy adorable 5 inſpire me, on 


this Occaſion, with the Thoughts, Words: 
and Supplications proper to invite thee to. 
me; teach me how to behave in the Man- 
ner moſt agreeable to thy Preſence; ſanctify. 


„ my, Soul; empty her of whatever may be. 
diſpleaſing to thee, and fill her with thy holy 
Grace, that thou mayeſt poſſeſs her pure and. 


* 


WW Ree 
I accept, O my Jeſus, this Sickneſs as a. 
Preparation,. for the Communion Lam go- 
ing to receive: As it was but in the Deſert, 
thou gaveſt thy People the Manna and mi- 
raculgus Bread, which was the Figure. of 
this. celeſtial Bread, thou giveſt in the Sacra- 
ment of thy Body; ſo thou haſt led me into 
the Solitude and Wilderneſs of my Heart, 
where, after having ſhewn me its Stains and. 
Filth inſupportable in thy Sight, . thy Mercy 
preſented . me the ſalutary Pool. of. Penance, 
ir ot) od fo moat 
But, O my Jeſus, after having waſh'd my 


Heart by the Sacrament of Penance, Long 
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ſtill, in order to make it the more worthy: 
to receive thee, purify. it as much. as poſſi- 


ble from its Affection to earthly Things, * N 
its Attachment to the World and this Life, 
of which thou wilt have me make, after thy 85 


Example, a voluntary Sacrifice; waſh me 1 
then thyſelf, O Lend, more and more, by "8 
an abundant Infuſion of thy Grace and Love; 4 
make me humble myſelf. 9 A... 
Preſence, at the Remembrance of my Sins = 
adorn. my Soul with all. Chriſtian Nan St. Har-. 
that ſhe may be a Habitation ft for thee to in Mer, 
dwell in for ever. 1 

This Moment, that Fam to receive the "FR 
Summary of all the Myſteries .of Religion, 
in the Sacrament. of thy adorable. Body, P 
me, by thy Grace, to make Acts of three 5 
eſſential and fundamental Virtues of Reli- St. 4 - 
gion, without which. one cannot die a good 
Chriſtian, and in the Practice of which every... 
Chriſtian ought always-to . 

O my. Jeſus, tho* hid under the Species 
of Bread and Wine, my Faith confeſſes and -- -_ 
adores thee, as the only Son of God, the St. 1 
Maſter; who inſtructs me in the Truths of A1. 
dalvation, either by thyſelf in the holy Scrip 
tures, or by thy; Church which thou en- 
lightneſt and :deſt by thy Holy Spirit. 

I firmly believe, that thou haſt deſcended * 
from Heaven, and abaſed thyſelf ſo far as. 
ta be made Man, in order: to raiſe me to 
thee: I, believe, that to ſpread and perpe- 
tuate this. Myſtery of thy Incarnation and 
Abaſement, even to the Death of the Croſs, 
thou haſt left to thy holy Church the facred : 
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to unite me to thee out of Obedience to 


a 
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Depoſitum of thy Diyine Fleſh,” to be the 


Food, Support, Strength and Life of * 


Soul; I ardently deſire to receive thee, ſo 


the Command thou haſt laid on me to do it, 


to receive Courage in the hard. Conflicts, I 


ſhall have to undergo againſt the Devil, and 


to procure me, by this Union, the eternal Life 


of which this Sacrament is the Pledge, I 


believe thy Real Prefence in the Euchariſt, 
And by the effential Union of thy adorable 


Perſon with the Father and the Holy Ghoſt, 


I believe the Divinity of the three Perſons, 


contain'd under the Veil of this Sacrament, 
which is as much the Effect and Production 
of thy Eove for me, as thy Death and Paſ-. 


ſion, of which this Sacrament is a Memo- 
tial and Repreſentation. F ſtedfaſtly believe, 
O my Jeſus, the Truth of the three prin- 


eipal Myfteries of the Chriſtian Religion, 
and all the other Articles and Points of Faith, 
which thy holy Church propoſes to me: 1 


. Sacrifice to thee, with a good Heart, the 


Light of my Reafdn, by the perſect Submif- 


Hon of my Underſtanding; ſince by this. 
Submiſſion, I render Homage to the Depth 


of thy Wiſdom, and to the Sovereignty of 


thy Power: I beſeech thee to receive m 


Eife, as if I gave it, for the Defence of their 
fame Truths; thrice happy for me, if by 
the Confeſſion I; make of; the Obſeurity. of 
my Faith, I'may be made worthy to attain, 
to the more perfect Knowledge of thy Di- 
1 A OT OO | AED © - EMI 
we . „ eee ein © a 1 
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to thee, O Divine Ne tow" 
all its Vows and Deſires; thou 
art the only Object of them, becauſe the 
Belief and Faith of thy holy Word, is the 
Baſis and Foundation of them: Thou haſt 
created and redeem'd me for thyſelf; the + 
Effuſion of thy adorable Blood has ſucceeded. 
the Work of thy all-powerful Arm, in or- 
der to fix all my Hopes in thee, and in the 
ion of the Glory thou en joyeſt 
2 in Heaven: J hope then, O my Je- 
ſus, to partake of the Inheritanee of thy 


Father, which thou haſt:merited for me bj 


thy. Sufferings, and of which Jam geing to 


receive. a 2 rae in the een of thy: 


r= f 


rity fer me? Thou declareſt to me, that 

thou wilt not only maniſeſt th Ripe to me, 

and honour me with thy Viſit, but alſo Jahn xive. 
make thy everlaſting Abode with me; thou 
tnviteſt me to feed on the Bread of Angels, 

that I may have Courage to depart "this. 
World, and reunite myſelf to thee in Hea- 

ven. Is there any Invitation more ſtrong ?” 
Can my Heart refuſe anſwering to ſuch ar- St. Aug. 
dent Love, and not earneſtly deſire thy Ap-- 
proaches full of Tenderneſs and Bounty? As 

thou haſt had no greater Deſire than to die 

for, and give thyſelf to Man, grant, Divine 

Jeſus, that all my Vows may be to receive 


thee, before I am en d with the acute Pins l 
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ſoon undergo the Sentence: Seeing I have 
Recourſe. to thee, in the preſſing Neceſſity I: 


am in, let me not depart this Life, without 
being fed with thy Body and Blood. Thou 


art the Bread of Life ; give thyſelf to my 


Soul, which languiſhes for thee; thou art. 


ber true Spouſe : Unhappy are thoſe, who. 


delay to unite. and incorporate. themſelves, 
with thee. Permit not, that, any Qbſtacle, 
thould oppoſe the Reception of thy adorable, 


Body, and of that, holy. Viaticum that is to, 


ſupport me in the way to thee ; ſuſpend all, 
Events or Sickneſs that might deprive , me. 
of, the Happineſs. to lodge. thee within me; 


may I Jook. on the Privation of this Divine, 


Food, as a Subject of the greateſt. Grief. a. 
Chriſtian, ought. to be in, at his Departure 
aut of this, World,, becauſe of the hard. 
Conflicts he is to ſuſtain againſt Death and. 
Hell; may J. not defer asking it, thro”. a falſe. 
Fear of an approaching Death, ſince it is, 


the Source of. true Life, and of a happy Im- 
mortality. Give me, as to Zacheus, a holy, 


Impatience to ſee chee enter into this Houſe, 
from the very firſt Appearance of Danger I 
ſhall be expoſed to, during this., Sickneſs; 
give thoſe who ſhall be Witngſles to it, Zeal. 


and Charity enough. to. remind. me of it: 


May my Soukthen turn itfelf, altogether to- 
wards thee, ardently .defire thy coming, and. 
ſhew her Earneſtnefs. to receive thee, that 
ſhe may no more. congern,; herſelf. with the 


1 of this World. 


ut, O my Jeſus, 4 this ardent Deſire 
of being united to thee proceeds from thy 


(Graces 


cu AN ES MENTS, ca 


Grace, infuſe it aburidantly into m 
that 1 may ſay with thy Apolile. Th 125 
oweſt, O Lord, I-love thee; and An 
love thee,. when. ſhall I appear before thee ?- 
When wilt thou give thyſelf to me f. When. 
| ſhall I lodge thee in my Heart? If my Love. 
15 thee is not (as that of many Saints). 
enough to engage me to get out of, 
— , notwithſtanding the Weakneſs. of 
my Bad 200 in ordet᷑ to receive: thee, at 
ny my Soul meet - thee. by its Affections and. 4 
WH Defires; let her hear. with Joy the Signal of a 
| thy Arrival; and abaſed in thy. 8 8 
5 the Conſideration of thy ſupreme Cn. tas 
; and the. infinite Lowneſs of her o Nn. Con- c. li. de 
dition, ,let. her. receive thee Mt the Ren Virgin. . "i 
ſpe and Adoration...due;to. thy Divine Ma. —_ 
. jeſty; let her be adorn'd. and. cloath d that „ 
: Moment with the nuptial.Garment, 'with- 
: out which it's. not permitted to, Approach 
. thee in the, Sacrament, ., .... 
. But, O my. Jeſus, in inviting me lo pow-- 
4 erfully to correſpond with, the Graces and 
. Favours, with. which thau vouchſafeff to re⸗ 
I vent me, thou, commandeſt. me to gel 
and ſtifle. in my Heart all Hatred, :Reſent- 
b ment, and even. difference for my Neigh- 
4 bour, whom thou declareſt to be my Bro: 
: ther: As we are all. but one Bady, of which 
| thou art the Head, thou wilt haye no Divi- | 
t ſion to reign among the. Members of it; as N xii- 
f thou haſt admitted us all, by Baptiſm, to be me 
of the Number of thy Children; and.give ; 
p us all the fame Food and Bread in the Eu- 
N * it is thy, Will! that this DIVE 8 5 
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ſame Sacraments ſhould form and entertain 
in us Union, Society and mutual Love; it 
is thy Will that the Enjoyment of the ſame 
Benefits upon Earth, and the View of the 


ſame Rewards in Haves; ſhould be an En- 
ement to us to live in Peace with our 
Neighbour, and a Motive to make it up with 
him, when. we have the Misfortune to be 
divided. Is there, O m Jeſus, a more juſt 


and reaſonable Law What? thou haſt united 


thyſelf to Man, notwithſtanding the infi- 
nite Difference between thee and him; thou 


8 him ſo far as to give thy Life for his 


N vi tho? he was thy declared Enemy; 
1 Men who are 1 11 Brethren, in- 


ſtrucged in the fame Truths, admitted to 
the ſame Table, and called to the fame Hap- 


ineſs, fall out for Trifles, or; every night 
Difference of Humour. 
Ah! ee Jefus, T — hoy Pardon, that 


after having given me the Precept and Ex- 


ample of pa oning Injuries on the. Free of 


| 5 Crofs, I refuſed it ſpmetimes to thoſe, 


by whom I thou ght myſelf offended: Par- 


don me, for having denied thofe my Love, 


whom thou haft honour'd with thine, to the 
very Effuſion of thy Blood: Pardon me, for 


having ſo often betray d and condemn d my- 
felf, in asking thee every Day the Remiſſion 
. of my Sins, without ſhewing Mercy to my 


Cen. i. Brethren; Pardou me, my Jeſus, for havin 


13. 


ſo often render d ineffectual that Grace of 
mutual Love thou haſt ask'd of thy Father 
for us. Give me, from this to the Hour of 
6 * with. the. _ 


A rr Sew'rt ME ara, . 


Grass to e e 0 Hane 5 2 


and Merey for thoſe who may think them 


{ves offended by me, and retain” ſtill their | 


| Reſentment for it. 2 4⁊1 e 
But, my Soul, if the Means to Aae, 

God's Mercy on thee; N 10 "exerciſe it in 

Favour of thy Neighbour; that Merey and 


Love, which he commands thee to have ſor 
him, ought to be attended with Com * ; 


ſion and nevolence; that is to ſay, 
is not ſatisfied that we ſhould rg our Af- 


fection for the Perſon that might have of- 224 wie 


fended us; he wills, that after Bin gain'd & 


his Soul by our Meeknefs and Humility, we xl. 


fhould/ affift him, in his corporal: Neceſſities 
by our Liberah and Charities.  ; 246) Ri 


Hey my S0 ee is ſuch an 
N & ye to 


race and Salvation to thoſe, who, not ſa- 
tisfied with making Reſtitution before Death. 
of ill-gotten Goods, look upon ' themſelves 
no:niore than Stewrards over thoſe which God 
has confided to their Care They make their 
Riches, as it were; Interceſſors for them in 
the Sight of God, who 3 to protect, 
aglinſt the Enemies of Salvation, to com- 
fort and aſſiſt on the Bed of Sorrow, thoſe 


who. are: attentive to the Neceſſities: of the 
Poor, in order to help them; as on the con- 


trary, he declares he will treat with Rigor 


and without Mercy, ſuch as are deaf to their 7,4 xix. 


Ories and Petitions. Defef not then, my 


Soul,, to repair, before receiving the — 


. 
* 
Ca 


he freely offers, 
the Sacrament" of his Body Dy Blow? | 
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wo all the Damages thou mightſt have done, 
and to diſtribute ſome Part of thy! Subſtance; 
to the Poor ; for by doing Juſtice and Almſ- 
88 God will purify, thee from thy Sins; 
thou wilt obtain Mercy from him, appear 
with Confidence before him, and be reple- 
niſn'd with the Riches. of his heavenly Ha. 


going to receive is. co en ee „ 
| Some Moments before: ear Savious. 
. enters thy Houſe; Jay," 
© Saviqur and thy King, Who comes to make 
. lations; he takes the Title of Spouſe, in 
| thee; ceaſe not to humble thyſdlf in his Pre- 
Exceſs of his Love towards thee; beſeech 


now to receive, ſalutaty to thee ; beg of the 
of their Prayers, to obtain of God the Grace 


to Jeſus, the Saint of Sante and ſay to 
© 4;- Confidence: Who am I, O Lord, to be 


4H honour'd with thy Vifit: Why doſt thou 
regard a Veſſel ſo frail and full of Iniquity ? 


an Union with me, Who am but. a confuſes 


bitation, Whither the Saerament- thou art 


** Hol, my, Soul, thy, God, I 
thee partake of his, Sweetneſſes and Conſo- 
order to unite himſelf more . intimately with : 
| ſence; acknowledge thy: . and the. 


the Father of Mercies to render the adora- 
ble Body of his. Son, which / thou art going 


holy: Virgin and all the Saints, the Succour. 


ta receive this. Holy Haſt, not to thy Per- 
dition, but to thy Salvation; addreſs __ p 


| Lithe'1. him with Sentiments of Faith, Humility = 


How. vouchſafeſt thou to enter into ſo ſtrict 
Heap» 


Cra is TTA SEN TIM EA TS, Ce, 137 
Heap of Miſeries? What ! thou, my God, IF, 
whom Heaven and Earth cannot contain, 
vouchſafeſt to; come, to, dwell in me. What ſ 2 Paral.. 
thou who art the Bread of 72 2 75 and De- vi. | 
ſight of the Sainte, commandeſt me to carry 
thee within me, who am. polluted with ſo 
many Ciimes? What! thou who art the 
Ark of the New Covenant, the Seal of the 
Peace of Heaven and Earth, wilt enter into 
my Houſe, who have ſo often declared War 
againſt thee,, Ah! if the Righteous are 
ſeiz d with Dread and Fear in approaching, 2 
thee ; if what is holy ought. not to be given 
but to the. holy, ought I not rather to de.. 
ſire thee to retire m me becauſe I am Fa 
a Wretch and a Sinner; I. am not worthy 
thou ſhouldſt enter into my Houſe, but, 
one Word from thy cred Mouth is enough _. _ 
to cleanſe my, Soul, and .cure my. Be, w 
And as it is thy Pleaſure, to humble thy _ 
Grandeur to my Nothingneſs, to Viſit. me ©/- i’ "8 
thro' Mercy on. this Bed of. Sorrow, and Ce. Ml 
make me thy Habitation, by the. Reception 
of thy Sacrament, permit not that I ſhould 
receive it to my Judgment and Condemna- 
tion; but that it may be a wholſome Re- 
medy for my Body and Soul; grant that this 
Viaticum of thy adorable Body may pro- 
he everlaſting Life to the one. and. the. 
-h. | 
Holy Virgin, who haſt carried in thy chaſt 
Womb, the ſame God I am going to re- 
ceive, obtain for me ſome Share of that In- 
necence and Humility, which gain'd thee 
the Title. of, his Mother; grant that, * 
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of my Salvation, as thro” thee he has been 
Is giyen to the World for its Redemption. 


| fo mach Fervour' ar our Death, for this ſa- 
lutary Viaticum wh ch the Bounty of our 


of that Deſire and Love, with which your. 
Hearts were always inflamed. ' ' 
Behold,” my Soul, the holy Church thy 
tender Mother, who always intereſts herſci 
"7 Favour at God's Throne, 'is going 
to belce 


both Spiritual and Corporal, if it be more 


8 of him, at leaft to grant thee Grace to bear 
+ thy Sufferings with Patience and Courage, 
1 to reſiſt all the Temptations of the Devil, 


N all the wers of thy Soul, to the end thou 
mapeſt receive Reſpect, Purity and 


Fervour, the great Preſent which God is 


ing to make thee OY Lag N 
Ee 55 


thee, Jefus may be given to me as a Pledge 
All ye Saints of Heaven, who have ſhewn 


Saviour grants me, obtain for me fome Share 


ch him to cure thee of all thy Evils,. 
ſuitable to thy Salvation; ſhe is going to beg 


'& lx. at the Hour of Death. Join then thy Vows 
and Prayers, to thoſe of Her Miniſters; exert 
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in Sickneſs, after receiving the Viati- 2 
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ow, * Soul, that thy 8 Fa Tall. cab. 
God, dwells and repoſes. within thee, PT 
et and Adoration ;, admire bis Goods _.. -.. 
neſs towards these, inceffinthy. 3 ___ a= 
Gratitude to him; expoſe thy Miſeries 
him; beſeech him to be the e 
Soul, and thy Protector againſt the Enemies 
of thy Salvation; make; with a good Heart, 
a. Sacrifice of thy Life to him, and let thy 
whole Oecupation be to think of the happy; 
Eternity ite which this Viaticum, N ip the Vener. 
Pledge of it, is to lead theec. 41 Bede. 

Sovereigij Majeſty of my Jeſus, 15 {Dis | | 
vine Redeemer, reſide in my Soul, Which 
thou haſt choſen for thy Place of Abode; _ - - 
adore thee there with the moſt profound Re- 4 _ 
82 greateſt Reverence and Humility 2 | 
reature is capable of: I unite my. N 8 
tions t thoſe of all che Saints, n 


Seraphi 


140 Cris TAN SENTIMENTS, Ot) 
BN Seraphins, who proſtrate themſelves before 
thee in Heaven; I join my Homage to that 
which the holy Church has always paid thee 
il on Earth; which thou thyſelf renderedſt thy 
''Y Father, in the Days of thy. mortal Life, and 
we ceaſeſt not to render his ſupreme Grandeur, 
it in the Saerament which I juſt now received. 
Cal. ii.. May. I live. no more, G my Saviour, but 
1 by the Liſe thou now haſt given me; live 
, thyſelf entirely i in me, ta the end that thro” 
N thee, in thee, and with thee, I may conti- 
nually humble myſelf before the Divine Ma- 
jeſty, which honours me with. his Preſence 
and Gifts, and render him the Honour, Glory 
and Praiſe due to him. O Wonder of the 
Humility of my Jeſus! O incomprehenſibſe 
2 . Bounty of my "God! Thou who formerly 
tkteerriſtedſt Men by thy Preſence; thou whoſe 
Baud. xx. Words coming from amidſt Thunder and 
1 Abtning: ſtruek them with the Terrors of 
1 Peach; is thou whe haſt rendered chyfelf 
} humble; meek and familiar, ſo far 5: to 
oy come to me, to dwell in my Heart and com- 
| municate thy own Life to it: Thou who 
hadſt been for many Ages the deſir'd of Na- 
tions, the Object of the Vows of the Patri- f 
archs and Prophiens, it's thou thyſelf 'whom IM ” 
m Mouth has received, and who repoſeſt in 
Breaſt; it is thou thyſelf, who poſſeſſeſt ! 
all the Powers of my-Soul, :iti making her 
St. Bern. live by thee; it's thou thyſelf, Who art fo t 
intimately united te me, that I can r h 
diſting uiſh my Heart from thine. 
0 Reisens be aſtoniſh'd to ſee the God, 
wh, n in the Habitation of his neg 
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a Vale of Miſery and Infirmity.' Behold with 
Admiration the God of infinite Majeſty, 
who becomes the Aliment of his 'poor Ser- 


vant, and makes i it bis DE to "_ with 
Bim 


ſhall I make thee for {o many Favours? What 


mall I do to anſwer to them? Not ſatisfied 


to have given me, by Faith, the Title of 
Child of God, thou likewiſe feedeſt me, in 
chis auguſt Sacrament, with thy own "Body 
and Blood. | 

Ah! my Soul, never eaſe to publiſh his 
Mercies in thy «Favour; never forget the 
Graces thou haſt received from him; invite 


all the Saints, who dwell in Heaven and on 

Earth, to bleſs and thank him for thee. What 

4 1 ay, O my. Jeſus! all the Angels and 
en cannot ſufficiently ſignify to thee my 


Gratitude; ſo 9 myſelf to thee, with 
the Thndernefo of a 


all the Affection of thy Divine Perſon may 
ſatisf for me, and ſupply my Deficteney 
in rendering thee, With the Father and the 


CATS TAN SENTIMENTS! Gr. 
the Felicity of Angels and Saints, give him- 
ſelf as Food to Man, who is here below in 


eart, penetrated with 
the deepeſt Senſe of thy Favours, I beg that 


14 


25 


what Meknowledon\eine;t O m fee 2 1 


Holy Ghoſt the Glory, Honour, Praiſe and . 


Thankſgiving Bee are thy e e 


thou'ret 


rocally 
ſelf 2 — 


1 poſſeſs th thee, O ole aniiable Saviour, do 

me ʒ thou giveſt thy- 

me Wirhout Reſerve, may I be wbolly | 

thine; thok tepoſeſt in me thro Love, grant 

1 may Yepoſe in - thee” thro*” Chari # hou 

A wich all t — 
erne 


CuRIST IAN SEN TIM ENS, St. 
Ar of a Father, give me for thee; all 
the Submimon of a Child; en promiſeſt 
me to have always thy Eyes upon me, may 


mine likewiſe be 3 lifted up towards 


thee. Theſe; mutual Looks, this. reciprocal 
Love will be my Conſolation in my AMic- 


tions, ſeeing that in beholding thee, thou 


wilt make me partake of that F ranquillity 


which thou, enjoyeſt thyſelf; and Ta in be⸗ 


holding thee, ſhall find that profound Peace 
which, the Violence of my Sufferings cannot 


take from me, 


May. I, never, ceaſe, O my Jeſus, to "by 


- always attentive to the Happineſs of thy 


Preſence, within me: 1 ie by Sickneſs 
from-the Company of Men, may, "his Sepa- 
ration engage me to look upon, thee alone, 
in order to expoſe to thee the Miſeries and 
Afflictions with which my Heart is pierced. 


Thou art the heavenly Phyſician) who has 


approach' d the Bed on which, I lie ſick, and 
thou haſt united thyſelf to my Fleſh, by the 
Sacrament of thy Love; may chis Union 
engage thee to ſupport me, in this ſorrow ful 

ition Lam in. All living Creatures lift 
up their Eyes towards thee, O Lord, in 
Hopes to receive their Food from thee; thou 
haſt fed, me with thy adorable Fleſh, and 


inebriated me with. thy precious Blood, in 
the 9 70 moſt favourable to my Salvation; 


| granit I 1. t Sufferin order 
1 N 920 mn * my gszein, 


weetneſſes which axe in 
thee; may _ s.conſulex. the Excellence 


of this. 17 ſtial- Food, beyond that of al 
cri * which cannot See ys 


us live for ever., 


Body HUN 
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from periſhing, and which periſh themſelves; Joba vi. 
whereas thy Fleth,; is always 1 and 12851 


Thou art m we urs thou canſt « cure m 
— uh So all Things in as i 

and on Earth obey. thee,;, the 3 of thy St. Aug. 
Arm has operated great Wonders and miray in Tam 
* Cures,, when and in whoſe Fayour, i. 
3 full of Bounty. judged it pro . + 
— So Lask thee not to cure my Body, WM 
The according. to ay Pleaſure ; I even grant +: 
it has deſerved Death a, thouſand, and a 
thong Bene, and T FROST it out of 2 


heal u be chat the may nat i ever. 
laſting, D th. t Thou art her Judge, . 1 Das. uy 


time. to. appear at thy Tribunal: where 5 & St, 
is to receive her Doom. for all Eternity; may Certr. 

thou firſt behold her with Mercy, declare 8 * 7 
thyſelf her all-powerful Phyſician, and r 3 


her, hear theſe. comfortable Words: by 58 188 
be thou cured: May. thy holy So: 7 — 4 = 
mine,. an e Bn thoſe mordngre Affecti- . = 
ons, that av. and of this, tran= 


ſitory Like: May, « Grace of thy, holy ix 4 1 158 
Siri enlighten, 2 D of mine, that 
I may. ſee, th Snares and Temptations 8 

thy vicked World, out of which we. car 

"ſoon, depart, "that we may... not. b 
eſs to its, Scandals, but be rede 

Me. its Corruption, and .reynitec 

in whom alone. confi our. true, and ſolid 

Hai: May thy Heart, enfla it 
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Cu x IST IAN SENTIMENTS, Or. 


Love and Charity, make mine ſenſible thut 


the Yoke of the Sufferings of this Life, is 
light to a Chriſtian who loves thee; grant 
my poor Heart, which is troubled and ſor- 


rowful at the Approaches of Death, the 


Grace inceſſantly to conſider the Union it 


has contracted with thee, and the Happineſs . 


it has to repoſe in thy Breaſt ;' that ſo the 
continual Remembrance of the Sanctuary i it 
has in thee,, may impoſe Silence on Nature, 


which often reflects on her Pains, in order 


to complain of, or ſeek ſome Remedy for 
them; baniſh from my Heart the Grief i it is 
in, to depart this wicked World, and give 
it the Courage neceſſary to enter into the 


. narrow Path of a happy Eternity. May thy 


__ precious Blood offer'd to God on the Croſs, 
in order to purify the World from the Filth 
of Sin, cleanſe my Conſcience from all man- 
ner of Stains and Corruption. 

I have approach'd thee, O my Jeſus, who 
art the Mediator of the new Alliance ; my 
Soul has received by the Sacrament of 
adorable Body, the Aſperſion of thy Bloo 
which cries for Mercy in her Favour ;' pro- 
nounce then on her, I beſeech thee, ' theſe 


Na bleſſed and comfortable Words: I am thy 


Salvation, I come to bring thee Tidings 
thereof, give thee a Pledge of it by — Vit 
I now make thee; I am come to ap 
Merits of my Labours, Sufferings Th. Bed 
to thee; I am come to unite myſelf to thee, 
b the Line of eternal Love, and to defend 
hee from the Snares of the numberleſs Ene 
mies Which environ thee, e FIN 
Come 


„ T V 
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Come then, O my Jeſus; to fight Yotig 
with me againſt Death and Hell: Thou „ 
overconie them on the Croſs; aſſiſt me to P/a/n is | 
conquer them on this Bed of Sorrow. May ; 
the Food thou haſt given me, ſtrengthen 
me, in my Sufferings, againſt the Enemies 
of my Salvation; thou art Witneſs of their 
Malice againſt my Sotil; but remember, my 
Jeſus, that ſhe is the Work of thy Hands, 
and Fruit of thy Sufferings; ſo permit not 
that thy Blood ſhould be inefftctually ſhed 
for her; ſuffer not that my Soul, which is 


a © — „ * 


relapſe into Sin, thro* my own Frailty, or xv. 
the Temptation of the Devil. Be not fatif- 
fd to give her the powerful Succour of thy 
Grace, but render her, by thy Preſence with 
her, invincible to all her Enemics. 
* Thou exhorteſt me, O- my Jens, not to 

loſe Courage at the Sight of all the Dan- _ 
0 gers that encompaſs me; for having given  Sophon. 
5 WW thyſeif to me, and ſtanding by my Side, and St. Ch 

reſiding within my Heart, thou wilt not 
V deny me this powerful Succour, ſo neceſſary 
in the laſt Moments of my Life: It's true, 
Divine Bounty, there is nothing more com- 
fortable for a dying Perſon, than to poſſeſs 
the Author of Life; nothing more formi- 
dable to the Devil, than the Preſence of the St. Aug. 
Lord of Hoſts, and the Source of All Grace”: 
ts true, I can eafily overcome, and put 
them to flight by thy Aſſiſtance; but Wretch' 
as I am, how Nas have I'thro* my Free- 
will, yielded to the leaſt Onſets of my Ene- 
my? on how many Oecaſions Nie given Tertul.c.v. 

H up de P uit. 
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fed by thee the living Bread, ſhould: ever Ferom, © | f 
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CnnIST IAN SENTIMENTS, 


up my Soul, which is the Work of thy 


4 


Hand, and Price of thy Blood 
O my Jeſus, the . my 
paſt Cowardiſe and Perfidy makes me look 
upon myſelf as unworthy of the Succour, 
which is ill ſo, neceſſary for me. Vet re- 
member, ſweet Saviour of my Soul, that I 
am thy Handy-work, the Object of thy Re- 
demption, thy Child and Friend; may all 
. theſe happy Titles, which thou haſt given 
me in Baptiſm, touch now thy Heart, ſtop 
the juſt Severity of it, and draw upon me 
- thy merciful 'Tendesneſs: Grant me the 
Pardon of all my paſt Infidelities, im this 
Moment ſo favourable; to obtain it; I beg 
it of thee, thro' the Merits of thy Suffe- 
rings and Death, which I ſhall. not ceaſe to 
keep freſh in my Memory, in order to con- 
form mine to thlem 
Once more, my Jeſus, Pardon me for 
having ſo often neglected, in receiving thy 


1 Fer. xi. precious ody and Blood, to contemplate thy 


Sufferings and Death, of which this Sacra- 
ment is a Memorial and Repreſentation: 
Thou didſt inſtitute it the Eve of thy Paſ- 
ſion, to engage me to conſider, in receiving 
it, the infinite Evils which thy Love was to 
make thee ſuffer for my Salvation: Grant 
me, 1 beſeech thee, to make it my whole 
Occupation for che few Days I am to live, 
to meditate on the ſhameſul Indignities, and 
unheard of Cruclties which thou haſt ſut- 
fer'd during the time of thy Paſſion. 
Is it poflible, my Soul, that after having 


reccived the Sacrament of the Ben and 


11 lood 


* 
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he ſuffer'd on the Croſs for thy Salvation, 
and a Channel of Graces neceflary to ſup» 


.port -thee -in the Evils to 3 he con- 


demns thee, thou ſhouldſt refuſe, or heſitate 


to indure them with Patience, and out of 


Love for him? Does not Religion ſhew thee 
with what Inſtance all the Saints, fortified 


by the ſame Sacrament thou haſt received, 
ask'd of our Saviour to let them - ſuffer? 
With what Courage they incounter'd Dan- St. Bern. 
gers, with what Ardor they ran to the Place 


of Puniſhment and Death? Their Life was 
burthenſome to them, and they defired no- 
thing but the Poſſeſſion of God who 1s the 
Source of true Life. No, ne, my Jeſus, I 
will not render ineffectual the Graces with 


| which thou repleniſheſt me by thy Real 


Preſence in: this Sacrament; I am willing to 


there my Life for thee. 

But, O my Divine Saviour, in Ex 
tion of the great Sacrifice which I am to 
make thee of myſelf, by the Loſs of this 


periſhable Eife which I-loved but too much; 
in Expectation of becoming, by my Death, 


a Victim deſtroy'd and immolated to thy 
Grandeur, 4 offer thee the Sorrow of my 


Heart and the Humiliation of my Mind; 1 


offer tbee my Prayers, Sigbs and Tears; 
vouchſafe, O Lord, to look upon them as 
agreeable to thee, as thou didſt the Sacrifice 


of Abel and Abraham." It is with this Diſpo- | 
ſition of Heart * Mind that I deſire, O St. G 


my M. 
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Blood of thy Saviour, which is at the fame th. 
time a Memorial of the great Martyrdom, Abbas. 


follow thee to. Mount-Catvary, andactifice Orig. Hon 


XXii. i 


Gene f. 


n 
- 

25 
5. 
1. 
33 

$4 

? 

* 


* 


thy Saviour, which thou ha | 
call'd the Viaticum of the Sick, becauſe it 


|  reſe- from the Dead, to make thee Partaker 


— 


CarrsTIAN SENTIMENTS, Sr. 


my Jeſus, to render my Soul into thy Hands; 


as thou denounceſt thy coming by the Dan- 
ger of Sickneſs, my whole Deſire is to pre- 
pare myſelf for it, by dying to the World, 
immclating myſelf in thy Sight, ſighing for 
thy Preſence, asking thee the end of my 


Exile, and the Entrance into thy Kingdom. 


Such ought to be, my Soul, the Fruit of 
the Communion of the mo and Blood of 


received, it is 


is the Food that is to ſupport thee in the 
from this Earth to Heaven; let the 


Thoughts of this Journey be now thy whole 


Occupation ; feed thyſelf with the Hopes of 
a future Happineſs; live only in Expectation 
to reign with God who will ſatisfy. all thy 
Deſires ; make him the only Object of thy 
Vows and Prayers; lift up thy Heart and 
Thoughts towards the eternal Manſions to 
which thou art call'd ; look upon thyſelf as 


Aready a Citizen of the celeſtial Zeruſalem; 
let thy Difcourſe correſpond with thy Hopes: 


Thy Saviour Jeſus Chriſt diſcourſes with his 
Apoſtles only on the Kingdom of Heaven, 


forty Days before his Aſcenſion ; thou haſt 
perhaps fewer Days to be in this World, 


have then no longer an Attachment to it, 
expect nothing for the future from Men, or 
this periſhable Life; quit it with a good 


Heart for the Love of Jeſus, who being 


above aH, has quitted all, even his very Lifc, 


for thy Salvation; earneſtly deſire the Poſ- 


ſon of this dear Maſter, who died and 


of 
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of the Happineſs which he himſelf enjoys ;- 
place all thy Confidence in God who ho- 
nours thee with his Preſence and Favours; 
ſubmit to his holy Will in the Condition tes 
which he reduces thee, be no more anxious 
about 'thy Health or temporal Affairs, nor 
attach'd to this Life but in Submiſſion to 
God's Orders ; kt him be Maſter to put an 

end to it by Death when he ſhall think pro- 
per; avoid Impatience, how long and violent 
fever thy Suffering: chay appear to be; let 
the Remembrance of that terrible Anathema _ 
pronounced againſt the Impatient in the Days Fecd. 4. 
of Trial, be a Motive to curb and. calm the 
Emotions of Nature; turn to thy eternal 
Profit all the precious Moments of a State 
which makes thee ſo conformable to the 
Humiliations and Sufferings of the 8on of | 
God; loſe not, for want of Submiffion-and 
Patience, the Right he gives thee to bis King 
dom; let thy greateſt Fear be to ſee thyſelf . 
baniſh'd from? it thro' thy own Fault; in- 
ceſſantly beg of thy able Saviour, Who is * 
pleaſed to lodge within thee, to remain there 
to the laſt Gaſp, that he may conduct thy 
Soul at her Departure out of this World to 
the Manſions of the Bleſſed, and preſerve 
for thy Body the Right be has. given it to a 8. Amb. 
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CHAP. XI. 


Bec of. the-Faith of a. Cn 11871 AN. 
in Sickneſs, to animate him to ſuffer 
with. Patience the Evils which environ. 


. him out of Fear of the Pains with, 
5 which we are threatn'd after Death. 


N V Soul, thy Lord and God, who is 
come to honour thee with his Preſence 
- and Conſolations, gives thee to underſtand 
that the more thou advanceſt towards the 
end of thy Life, the more thy Pains which 
are to fucceed one another will be ſharp and. 
preſſing; that then the Devil, Enemy to thy 
Salvation, will come to redouble with Fury 
his-Efforts and Temptations, convinced that 
the Lime which remains for him to make 
thee ſuffer Shipwreck of thy Salvation, if he 
can, is but very: ſhort: In fortiſying then 
thyſelf in the ord, by the Virtue of his 
Grace, which he came. himſelf to commu- 
nicate ſo abundantly to thee, accept till 
from his Hand the Buckler of Faith to cover 
thee from the mortal Darts which the Devil. 
and Nature, ever averſe to Sufferings, ſhall 
throw at thee. The Love. of thyſelf and. 
of this tranſitory Life, of which God deſires 
thee to make an intire Sacrifice by the Ac- 
ceptance of Death, is a violent Temptation. 

thou muſt continually fight againſt. 
Remember that Faith e Sa thee thou 
muſt wer during the Td of. this. e 3 
: | at. 


to ſubmit to the Sentence of Death pro- * 
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chaſtiſe th by the Auſterities of Pe- 
nance, ee Now) co 
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| ATE were weaned from the falſe Com- 
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that the Croſs is here thy Inheritance z that Se. Ag. 
thy Vocation to Heaven is grounded oft thy 
Reſemblance with thy Saviour; that thou 
muſt ſuffer and die with him, before thou 
art aſſociated with him in Glory; that the 
Inheritance of the heavenly Father is given- 
to thoſe who paſs their Life in Sufferings and 
Pain, after the Example of his on Son; 
that in order to be of the Number of the 
Inhabitants- of his Kingdom, one muſt af- Ws, 
cend there by the different Degrees of Trials Keck 
ind Afflictions, and bear faithfully-til till Death 
the Martyrdom of Penance. 

Behold, my Soul, what Faith tesches, ; 
and what thou haſt heard a thouſand and a 
thouſand times; it lays" before thee the Ne- 


cefſity of dying” to thyſelf, to prepare” thee Cola. i 
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nounced aga — * Men; it orders thee to 


5 to experience the >... 
Bitterneſs" and Rigors that follow an imp: 
nitent Life; it teaches thee to inceſſantly © 
fight againſt the Love 6f this deceitful World, 
in order to better bear the Separation from 
and Loſs of it at the Hour of Death; 
what Credit haſt thou given to this Divine 
Voice, which ought” to be the Rule of thy 
Conduct? What Conformity of thy Actions 
with thoſe holy Truths which thou hadſt 
been fo often inſtructed in? On what Occa- 
ſions haſt thou made it thy Buſineſs to die St. Amb. 
to the World, thy Luſts and Paſſions? 
Wherein haſt thou made it appear that tw 
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CARISTIAN SENTIMENTS, G. 
forts of, this World, which has, fo often ſe- 


duced thy Innacence?. Didſt thou not de- 


ſerve. to; experience that Surpriſe and Con- 


ſuſion the. Worldling is in, when he is ſeiz'd, 


with a violent Sickneſs, threaten;d to . loſe, 


in a few Moments a Life paſſed in Pleaſures, 


and ſecs Hell open before his Eyes ready to. 


_ ſwallow him up? Ah! lamenting in. the vight 
of God for having given Ear to a ſenſual 
Nature, and. deceitful World that allured 


thee: with, Love of.. Pleaſures, and Averſion, 
for Sufferings, acknowledge in thoſe which 


incompaſs thee the Mercy of God. in thy, 


Favour; confeſs. thy, Happineſs. in being Heir 


to the Croſs of Jeſus Chriſt for which thou 


haſt ſhewn. ſo little regard; thank this Di- 


vine Maſter that he is ſtill pleaſed to repeat, 


in thy Favour, thoſe ſalutary Leſſons to Which 
thou haſt always refuſed to give Ear, that 
he is careful to make thee his Follower by, 
the Evils he inflicts on thee, aſſociate thee 
to his Pains by thoſę of the Sickneſs fe ſends 
thee, make thee have ſame Conformity. with 
the Original, he propoſed thee on Mount 
Calvary, and imprint in thee, the Image of 


his own Death, . 


» 


O my Jeſys,, Author of my Huth, ren- 
der aimable to my. Heart thoſe Truths which 


ſeem ſo difficult, and which it cannot · reduce 
to Practice without the Aſſiſtance of thy 
Grace: Enlighten, dear Lord, my Faith on 


the Neceffity and Advantages, of Sufferings 


to which I have ſo; great a Repugnance; 
convince me that in condemning thyſelf to 
the Dolors of the Crcſs, in ordes to change 
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the Sentence of eternad Dea which the 


ſuffering and 1 17 after thy Example, but in Cant. 


I muſt bear my Share of them with thee in 
order to enter into that celeſtial Habitation :.. 


Fleſh and Blood, are Life-giving to the Soul: 


Commands here in order to poſſeſs him here- 
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Divine Juſtice had pronounced againſt me, 8t. [Bis 2 
thou didſt not 3 to exempt me from Serm. i. 
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to mitigate and. ſanctify my Pains by the: 
Virtue of thine; convince me that as thou» _ 
haſt open'd Heaven for me by. thy Sufferings, 


L429 ont ood be 


That as thou haſt made th oy Death the way 
that leads to thoſe happy Manſions, I ought. St. FR 4 
to accept mine as thou didſt, in order to ny 
arrive there. Thy Teſtimony,. O my Jeſus, 
is faithful, ſince thou art Truth itſelf; thy 
Words, how hard ſoever they. may ſcem-to 


*. 


The Law: of . Sufferings and Death, which 
thou ordereſt- me to undergo! after thee, s 
to be follow'd by a happy Immortality. Can Jah n. 
it. be then, that 7 ſhould. heſitate to- ſubmit 5 py 
to it after thy Example, in order to procure by play 
myſelf eternal Life? Is it poſſible, that after _ 
having ſubmitted myſelf to it by the En- A * 
gagement of my Baptiſm, I ſhauld renounce © + 
it. in theſe Namen. rr tho! ene, CR 
Trials. 8 t . 4 Fo 
Ah! my. Soul, A lively Faith ie 8 by | 4H 
Works; this Virtue requires. not only a Sub- St. Gas! "= 
miſſion of Mind to the Fruths it. teaches, M.— - 
but likewiſe a Docility of Heart to reduce --- 
them to Practice: If. Faith be neceſſary to 
come to God, one muſt be obedient to bis 


- = 


after; it's deceiving oneſelf, to be ſatisfied — — | f 
with believing the Beatitude wbich the Galpel = 
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thoſe who are Witneſſes: to thy Complainte, 
fl. Murmurings. and Impatience, may. not. ſay: 
Hom. de with Truth, that thy Faith is very remiſs, 
Grat. Act. ſeeing it does not appear to be animated by. 


| [ St; Baſil. 


* 


that Charity, which perfects it in order to 
Salvation. Do not ſay, it is impoſſible to 


ſuffer in Peace, when Sufferings are ſo long 


and violent, ſince all is poſſible to thee. with. 
the Aſſiſtance of God's Grace, altho' the 
Trial of Virtue, in a ſuffering Chriſtian, is. 


a new Language always oppoſite to that of. 
Nature. A Man cannot have true Chriſtian 


Patience in the Afflictions of this Life but. 
inaſmuch as his Faith is. lively ;, the Body 
cannot remain firm in Suffering, if the Love 
and Fear of God be not deeply ingrafted in 
the Heart: If thou be dejected in thy Suffe - 


rings, and feareſt to Exceſs the Death that is. 
to put an end to them, thou thereby proveſt 


thyſelf a weak Chriſtian. For to believe a. 
Heaven, and be unwilling to enter into it 


by Sufferings and Death which are the Way 


7 


that leads to it; to hope that an eternal Reſt 


and Joy will ſucceed a few Days of Pain, 
and refuſe to bear it with Patience; to flatter. 
thyſelf that thou loveſt God, and to ſhun 
at the fame time his Poſſeſſion and Preſence, 
which the Tribulations of this Life are a 
Means to procure us; is this to be a faithful 


Follower 


* i 


tience in the Evils he fends. thee, thou wilt 


and endleſs Pains. . © -** 


the Sickneſs" and other Pains Which Meh⸗ 
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Follower of Chriſt, who would not triumpm 
over Death, but by accepting it on the Croſs 

Is this to imitate that Divine Maſter, who daily: 
deſiring to finiſh his Sacrifice on that Inftru-- 
ment of our Salvation in order to, return to 
his heavenly Father, gave us to underſtand, .- 
that we ought to continually ſigh after him,, 
and chearfully accept all the Evils that may 
haſten. our Re-union with him. 
Ah! my Soul, if the Promiſes of a God 
ſo magnificent in his Rewards are not ſufſi- 
cient to ſtop thy Complaints in thy Suffe- St. dug. 
rings, let the Fear of the incomprehenſible 
Dolors and Pains, with which his Juſtice 
threatens thee after Death, raiſe thy Courage 

and ſupport thy Patience, If thou wilt noet 

be ſubmiſſive to his Orders; if thou haſt ag 
Repugnance to, and endeaveureſt to throw 
off the Croſs of Sufferings which he himſelf 
Jays on thee; af: thou refuſeſt to bear, for the St. Mir 
few Days thou haſt to live, the Title of Di *t 
ciple of his Son. by: thy Reſignation and Pa- 
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incur the Danger of being excluded from 
his Inheritance, and condemn' d, as a ſenſual: ©» 
and effeminate Perſon, .to. incomprehenſible 1 Cor. W 
Haſt thou ever well confitlèr d, my Soul. 
the Rigor of theſe eternal Torments, he 
Nemembrance of which would be enough to 
make à Ch iſtian bear with Patience all the | 
Evils of this Life? In order to give thee-. = 
ſome Idea of them, tho“ but very faint and 1 
imperfect, imagine to thyſelf that if all 1 


ſuifer- 


— ® 
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5%  CxARISTIAN SENTIMENTS, Sc, 
St. Chry/. ſuffer in all Parts of the World were con- 
ee 34. center'd in thee, thou wouldſt judge them 
_ pleaſant-and, delightful in Compariſon of the 
Torments which the Damn'd fuffer in Hell. 
Beſides, the very Idea of the Death, Which 
we are all ta undergo, is a ſenſible Image. | 
which. the Goodneſs of God gives us of 
Hell, to the end we may avoid becoming 
the Inhabitants of that Place of Horror. As 
| ſoon as the Soul. is ſeparated, from the Body, 
it's no more than a Carcaſe, the Sight whereof, 
is horrible, and the Preſence inſupportable to 
all Men; in the Graye, Where it is laſd, it 
becomes a Prey to Worms and Serpents 
which deyour all the Subſtance of it: As 
Lon as the Soul of an impenitent Sinner de- 
parts this World, and , appears in the Sight, 
ef God, ſhe is incontinently rejected as an, 
Object of Horror and Anatbama for all Eter- 
+ . nity, and the. infernal. Abyſs to which the 
} Divine Juſtice condemns, herz is a Place of 
| incomprehenſible and innumerable_Tortures: 
= +» Lt us add; that in this Ocean of Pains 
! here the Body, riſen from the Dead at 


Y 


Ge - 


f. the end of the World, will partake of and 
eyen increaſe the Torments of the. Soul) 
> there is not one Moment of Reſt or Inter- 
MY miſſion: That both are there buried in hor- 
Rr St.There/a rible and eternal Darkneſs; always over- 
_ whelm'd with a mortal Sadneſs, in bitter 
Groans, violent Agonies, and a furious De- 
ſpair of ever ſceing the end of their Misfor- 
tunes; in a word, every Part of the Body 
end Fagulty of the Soul finds in Hell its 
Torment which. is in itſelf extreme, end 
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: the. numberleſs and terri ible Chaſtiſements 
which the Hand of God exerciſes on the 


certain, that to meaſure their Duration is 


of which he tempers the Bitterneſs. by the 


CHRISTIAN SENPIM ENTS, Ee. . : 
without the leaſt Mixture of. Swectneſs 1c or 
Conſolation. 

Ah] my Soul, if te very Reflexion on 


Damn d. ſeizes thee with Dread and Fear, 

in order to avoid them let the Remembrance 

of their Duration animate. thee. to make good 

Uſe of the ſhort and flight: Evils. which thou 

ſuffereſt, and with which the. Divine Juſtice | 

is willing, to be here ſatisfied. „ 
If it is certain that the Number of the 5 

Torments, which the 108. robate indure, 3 

not known but to God alone, it's equally 


2 Ny 1 * — 2 2 * * . 
I TIT 71 2 : 
= : - N 13 © 
q — 0 x . 8 — FATTY p 
— 227 * 1 p - « "un. 2 r * 
. OETIFIOT 15 age = 16% 


Ca ns 


alſo impoſſible, ſeeing the Number of Years IK 
which they are to laff is infinite. Since it ig, 
more than ſeventeen hundred Years, which St. Greg. 
Dives begs fox a Drop of Water: to quench, i» Ja 
the Ardor of the Thirſt which devours him 

he has not as yet been able to obtain. i it, and is 
ſtill without =_ of ever finding any 5 5 
that will afford him that b : Th * 
Cup of God's Anger, of which his Ie . 
makes the Damn'd to dri nk... is incxhauſtible. =: 
and always , full. of Ritterneſs; their Condi- St P aulem. 
tion is a Life of. Punifhment,, an; Immorta- Fpif- th. 
lity of Torments, an endleſs. Deaths 1 Inn j 
Eternity of Pains for Soul and Body. 

Is not this enough, my Soul, to eng 
thee to accept, from the merciful Hand of 
this ſame God, the Chalice of Salvation 
which he preſents thee by thy Sickneſs; and 
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158 CHRISTIAN SENTIMENTS, Oc. 
and much more by the Hope he gives thee 
of avoiding, by the Pains. of this tranſitory. 

Life, the eternal Punifhments of the other? 

Is there any room for thee to heſitate on the 

Choice thou art to make Oughtſt tho not 

fo ſubſcribe with a good Heart to the Judg-- 

ment of Mercy that God exerciſes by the 

- Evils with which he afflicts thee?” Is there 

any Infirmity, Sickneſs,” Pain, that thou 

- oughtft not to ſuffer with Patience and Cou- 

rage, becauſe they are a Means to deliver 

thee from the Torments of Hell? I per- 

ceive, my Soul, that the Apprehenſion thou 

art in of that Place of eternal Regret, 
Whereof the dark and devouring, Fire will: 

never be extinguiſh'd, where the Damn'd 

phaouls become an everlaſting Victim and Sa- 
St. Amp. Crifice to the Indignation of a God juſtly 
pPlrovok'd; I perceive, I ſay, that this Ap- 
8 engages . thee to ſupplicate his 

Hercy to preſerve thee from that Place of 

» Horror and Deſpair, being ready, fayſt thou, 

> to ſatisfy his Juſtice in Purgatory, provided 

St. Anelm_ he puts an end to the Pains thou ſuffereſt 
©, here, and which thou imagineſt to be.unpa- 
2” . rallell'd:, But know, that the Pains that we 
= _- are.to undergo in the other Life are incom- 
| parably leſs ſupportable than the moſt cruel: 
Torments we can form an Idea of in this 
World; that the Fire of Purgatory is more 
rigorous and fharp than the Sufferinis of all 

the Martyrs, and that there is no Propor- 2! 
tion between the Pains thou fuffereſt here, 
and thoſe which thou conſenteſt to ſuffer in 
Purgatory; as well becauſe. Sufferings: can- 

n 1 8 ; not 
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CRTSTIAN SENTIMENTS, Oc, 
not be long, if they are violent, as alfo be- 
cauſe that God puniſhes our Faults but 
lightly. in this Life, in View of the Merits 
of our Saviour, and. that his Mercy mode- 
rates here below the Decrees of his Juſtice 
which fully exerciſes. its Right in Purgatory. 
Convinced then, my Soul, of theſe Truths, 
impoſe Silence on Nature when it ſhall dare 
complain; in faying to thyſelf; alas! if 
without complaining I cannot bear the Heat 
of a Fever or the Violence of my Pains, 
what ſhall I do when encompaſs d with the 
devouring Flames of Purgatory and over- 
whelmed with the Dolors which are there to 
be ſuffer'd ?* Is it not much better for me to 
leave this Prifon of: my Body, acquitted and 
diſcharged from all Debts. owing to the Di- 
vine Juſtice, to which I may make. Satisfac- 
tion. for my Sins by ſaffering with Patience 
and Reſignation, than to fee myfel# detain'd,.. 
after Death, in the frightful Dungeon of Pur- 
gatory, there to expiate without Mercy, and 
according to Rigor, even the leaſt Fault of 
Life. Raiſe therefore, my Soul, thy 
Thoughts towards Heaven, to beg of G ; 
Strength to bear with Patience theſe mo- 
mentary Trials whieh are ſoon to be fol- 
lw'd by an everlaſting Reſt and Joys let 
thoſe that are Witnefles of thy Sufferings 
know by thy Submiffion and Patience that 
thou beholdeſt them with the Eyes of Faith, 
and, judgeſt of them as all the Saints did 
and as Jeſus Chriſt himſelf judged them ne- 
ceſſar to Salvation, do thou receive them 
| ö TH from 
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CHRISTIAN SEN TIM I TS, Se. 
from the Hand. of: God,, as che moſt ſingular 


| Fayours. 5 

By making ſo good a Uſe of thy Faith 
thou wilt be rewarded even in this Life; q 
for ſeeing thou haſt borne with Patience, ſhall 
thy Saviour. ſay to thee, the Evils which I 
4 ed to be falutary, to thee, at the Hour 


_ of th, which is. the time of the - moſt 


violent Tribulation, will come myſelf to 
deliver | thee from it by, os Virtue. of m 
Grace; I will declare in Favour a ainf 
thy Enemies, and will 12 them all to Fli light 
before thee ; be thy Pains ever fo. great, I 


| N. xliii. will give thee Strength to bear, and even ta 


munen over them. 
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CHAP xn. 


Eure of the Hopes of a CnnisTIAN: 

in Sickneſs, to raiſe the Dejires. of his 
Heart towards. Heaven, and 10 fortify 
' tis Courage in bis Pains, in View of 
be eternal Happineſs ff wanders are 
: 14 Seed and Price. 


M Y Soul, if Faith i is a ee Mo- 
tive of thy Submiſſion to the Deſigns 


of God, his Goodneſs is the . ſolid Founda- 


4 Fr. A8. tion of the reat Hopes he gives thee, not 
Ser. xxix. in regard of this. World, which he forbids 

ig thee to es La. in regard of Heaven which 
in 


He 
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way to it: 
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he. commande thee to make the Obj ect of 
al 


then dt tothe great and neſs Riches 


he promiſes. thee. there; forget the Evils thou 


o 
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nificent Reward which will be the end of 


ſuftereſt by the Remembrance of the mag- 


them; raiſe thyſelf above thy Senſes, in 
order to taſte the Delights of. the celeſtial. 


Inheritance; endeayour to. enter there by 


the Deſires of thy Heart, and ſecure to thy- - 


4 9 


— 


ſelf the Poſſeſſion of it by Patience in the: 


Tribulations of this Liſe, which is a ſure. 
To be admitted into the. Society 


of Angels. and Saints; celebrate with them 


an eternal Feaſt z be a SpeCtator and Witneſs St. Gag 
of the Glory, of a God; reign with him for Mag. 
ever; ſee, Without: Curtain or Veil, his Di- . 


vine Eſſence 3 enjoy a happy Immortality; 
be no more- Subje&t0 he e Miſe- 
ries that over helm. us, and ce. ourſelves, 
enrich'd with all. manner, of Good, What 
do I ſay, O my God, it's thy. Spirit alone 


that is capable to comprehend and declare St. 
the Excellence of thy Houſe, and the b. 


Happineſs of thoſe who inhabit it no Fiz. 
gure, no Compariſon can give us an Idea. 
worthy of its Magnifigence: It's written, that 
the Eye 1 the Ear never heard, 
and the Heart of Man never. conceived,, 


what God prepares, for thoſe who hear and 


love him. It ſuffices.. thee then, my Soul, 
to know that he ſhews. himſelf to bis EleQ 
in the Kingdom of Heaven; opens all the 


Treaſures of his Wiſdom and Power in their 


\ | 
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| thy Vows and Prayers: Be not ſenſible. 


Fayqur z, admits them ee : 
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162 Cunts T IAN SEN TIM EN TS, Gr. 
his Glory and Delights; enters fnto Society 
with them; fills them with his Light; pe- 
netrates them with his Truth; communi- 
cates his Perfections to them; makes them 
bear a Reſemblance with himſelf, and crowns 
them with everlaſting Joy. All the Occu- 
ation of the Saints is to be aſſociated with 
] | eſſed Spirits, to publiſh the Praiſes and 
| {aiab li. Mercies of the Lord": In this Habitation of 
Joy and Delights, they de not experience 
the Cravings of Hunger and Thirſt, ſince 
they ate fill'd with God himſelf who is the 
living Bread, and inebriated with that Tor- 
+ rent of living Water of which he is the in- 
- exhauſtible Source; in this Place of Peace, 
Light and perfect Satisfaction, there is neither 
Apec. Xx. Pain, Sickneſs, Temptation, nor Darkneſs 
| to. ſuffer, or fear; Death itſelf, . Which is 
the Term of all our Miſeries here, and the. 
moſt ſevere Puniſhment of Sin will be ba- 
niſh'd from Heaven for ever, and "relegated: 
| jt Hell with the Devil who is the Author 
34 0 „ " 833 2 n 92 . 
Ah! my Soul, if this faint Portraiture of 
the celeſtial Jeruſalem makes ther ſigh after 
the. Poſſeſſion of it; if that alone appears 
aimable to thee, if thou haſt an ardent De- 
fire for it, why deſt thou not ſay often to 
thyſelf, in order to divert thee from Atten- 
tion to thy Pains, and ſtop the Complaints 
of 2 Nature averſe to Sufferings: How vile 
and deſpicable the Earth appears to me, when 
Ebehold Heaven! What an IIluſion to feel 
for happy Days here below, fince it is im- 
poſſible to find any! What an Inchantment 
OY N 55 to 


yo 
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F | if the Sweets of Reſt and St. Aug. 
che bitter. Abode of a Life of Ba- Ser. xxix-. iſ 
Nhe and Exile ! How lomg, O Lord, 4. Ae g 5 
will the Fatigues of mx. Tc y laſt? When. Domini. 
term of my Hopes? 


ſhall I arrive at h 


When wilt thoy Ec oduce me a that de- 
lightful Land y bþich thou haſt promiſed me? 
When ſhall received into thy, Houfe'?- 
When ſhall 1 E myſelf among the Number 
of its Inhabita , O — Habitation t Thema: a 


O fair Day of | Eternity !:O my dear Cgun- * 5 Lis. 
try, preſent thy to my Eyes may ut. c. 48. 
the Lord inſpire. mtr: new Ardor W._ 
polleſs thee. p 
Such is, my Souls. the Lind ofa a0 
Chriſtian animated by Hope: And as thou 4 
art become a Coheir with thy Saviour by: 
Haptifm, he aſcended into Heaven, to open 
thee its Gates and prepare a Place therein * 24 
for thee. Bat this ſame Saviour declares, that 
none ſhall enter that Kingdom but thoſe 
whoſe Names are written in. the Book of 
Life; and as he himſelf did not: think proper 
to enter that Habitation of Glory, but after 
having been ſacrificed on the Altar of the 
Croſs, , where he ſuffer d the moſt cruel Pains © 
and ignominious Death, ſo he tequires that 
thoſe who are his Followers ſhould paſs thro? 
put Trials, by partaking of his Death and 
ufferings. As he has made the Inſtruments 4 vi. 
of his Paſſion the fineſt Ornaments of his 
Triumph in Heaven, ſo he will haye thee, 
in order to be received there, to carry in 
wy Hand: the Laurels of the hard- diſputed 6 
TIO | 
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10 Sufferings and Death. 
f He 0 18 


Merit of Nie Suffgxings: that thou mayſt be 


a Partaker of the M hich he enjoys; 
but he will have. thee N to apply theſe 
_ Merits to thyſelf by imitaſg him in his 
8 . " Pains, It is on this Conditn all the In- 
N St. Avg. habitants of Heaven, whoſglappineſs thou 
Peer u. now envieſt, have enter d le. 
n. Render then, my Soul, e laſting Thankſ. 
| —* giving to Jeſus, that he i ſtrengthen'd thy 
Hopes for Header bye Virtue of his Sut- 
ſerings; made thee enter, by Sickneſs, into 
> the Way which leads to his holy Manſion, 
and open'd the Gates of it for thee in viſi- 
ting thee with Tribulations: Ask him the 
Courage neceſſary ta bear them with Pati: 
St. Len. ence till Death; and to withngly confent to 


> thee of the clear Viſion of aGod,..who is 
now the Object of all thy Hopes, and will 
de that of thy eternal Happineſs hereafter. 
No Man, whilſt living on Earth, ſays be, 
| ſha'l ſee me; I will exclude him from my 
* Preſence, and he ſhall always be a Stranger 
with regard to Heaven, .as long as he be 
united to this ſinful Body which retains him 
en Earth. Being in myſelf a .pure Spirit, 
Fleſh and Blood, terreſtrial and corruptible 
Eyes cannot behold my Glory ; you muſt be 
reform'd and renew'd on the — of 
Jeſus Chriſt to poſſeſs my Kingdom; you 
muſt be new - modelled. on his Divine Image, 


Victdries which thou ſhalt be g N 
eaſed to let thee partake of the 


the Diſſolution of this Body that deprives 


In 


* 


. Cy YE ER 
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in order to ee e Splendor and Beauty of 


his Perſon: If the Grain is not caſt into the Feln ad. 


Earth, if. it dies not and rots not there, it 
cannot grow up and bear Fruit; if the Body 


be not now conſumed with Pain and Rotten- 


neſs, it cannot become ſpiritual and glorious 
at the Day of our Saviour's:coming. - 


You mutt then, my Soul, loſe in this St. Gyr. 
World this vile and corruptible Body, in Epift. ad 


order to find it again full veſted with Glory FR 


in the next; and as it is only by the Pains 


of Sickneſs, and by Death, it periſhes and is 


deſtroy*d, chearfully conſent to its Diſſolu- 
tion, in order to ſee it one Day riſe glorious 
and incorruptible. If the Infirmity of our 
mortal State makes Nature ſad at the ve 


Thoughts of its Deſtruction, let Confidence St. 7M | 
in the Promiſes of God be a Motive to thee Serm, 


to baniſh Sorrow from _ Heart and wipe 


away thy Tears; let thy Faith often remind wer. 


thee of that Truth ſo proper to conſole us 4 
on / our departing this World, that the Grave 
annibilates not the Subſtance of our Body, 


which we ſo much love, but only deſtroys P. c 5 
its Mortality, to render it capable of enjoy- Hom. ® 
ng the Glory of God, mn Gen of the xxxiv. 1 i 


Saints in Heaven. 
After ſuch formal ee of the Ad- 
vantages of a Chriſtian Death, calm then, 
my Soul, thy Uneaſineſs and Pain in View 
of thoſe thou muſt undergo to come to God 
let it not be ſaid, that both Angels and Men 
ſee thy Indifference for the Riches of Heaven, 
and Ar * wouldſt willingly * 8 : 
SN 0 E 


CNET" THY A IN . a * 
* N. 
1 7 


166 CunisrrAx SenTIMeanTs, Cc. 
| Pet. Chryſ. Joſe them, if it was per itted-thee to always 


live upon Earth. Be not ſeen to ſhed ſo 
many Tears for the Pains thou ſuffereſt, 
"whilſt thou ſheddeſt ſo few for the number- 
leſs Sins that made thee ſo often loſe the 
Grace of God, and the Right to his Inhe- 
ritance. Remember the Lord in thy Suffe- 
rings, be they ever ſo violent; and the Hopes 
thou haſt of the everlaſting Conſolation he 
Prepares for thee, will encourage thee to 
ſuffer them with Patience and even with 
St. Aug. Joy. Think of the Millions of Saints Men 
and Women now in Heaven, who ſupported 
by the ſame Hopes as thine, have bore with 
+, Courage the moſt acute Pains and cruel 
Torments. O! how little we ſuffer, ſaid 
+ they, and how great is the Reward that is 
promiſed us: Come Croſſes, Afflictions and 
Death with all your Anguiſhesz your Wounds 
will not only be flight, but even favourable 
and ſalutary to us, ſeeing they will be the 
Source of our Happineſs, by conducting us 
to God, after whom we inceſſantly ſigh. 
Ves, my Soul, God's Appointment muſt 
be ſubmitted to; we muſt ſow, during Life, 
in Pain and Sorrow, to reap at our Death 
in Joy and Glory; we muſt accept and bea 
with Courage the hardeſt Trials in order to 
be judged worthy the Poſſeſſion of a God; 
we muſt paſs thro' the Darkneſs of the 
Grave, to ſhine bright with the Bleſſed in 
Heaven. Complain then no more of thy 
Sufferings, ſince they are neceſſary to put 21 
end to thy Exile and advance thy Happineſs; 
ex | 5 complain 


% X GS x Coe 


complain no more of ſeeing! the daily Decay 
of this Body whoſe. good Plight was always 


nance, in order to ſecure thyſelf Heaven, of in. & St. 
trance ſo difficult; but thy Love for this 
Precautions for its-Preſervation. What Good - 
neſs of a God to ſupply for thy Cowardiſe 


and Effeminacy 1. He ſtrikces this ſenſual and 
delicate * he, attenuates, waſtes and St. Bern. 
* | 
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4 
bl 


fatal to thy Salvation. Thou wert cms 
manded to attenuate it by the Rigors of Pe- St. Max- 


which the Gate is ſo narrow, and the En- Anb. 


miſerable Life has always made thee to uſe 
criminal or dangerous Managements and 


conſumes it by the Dolors of Sickneſs, that 
he may favourably receive it at the Hour of 
Death, and cloath it with a happy Immor- 


— not N 3 thy rm | 
him in ſpite, of the Repugnance an zel> St. Ag. 
lion of — leſh which cannot eaſily conſent thee 
to its Diſſolution, ., Be not afflicted that thou | 
ſtill retaineſt an Affection for this periſhable. 
Life, even when thou conſenteſt to make a 
dacrifice of it to the Lord, in order to pro- 
cure thyſelf his Kingdom; nothing is capa- Im. 
ble to deſtroy that natural Love which Man Serm. 
has for Lite, but the Grace of God and xxxiv. 
Hopes of his Rewarde will give thee Cou- 
rage to overcome it. The Merit of a, Chri- 
ſtian's Victory, over Sufferings and Death, is 
raiſed by the Repugnance be has for them: Vim. 
It's this Repugnance and Rebellion, which the Ser. 
Sentiment of Pain produces in the Fleſh, clxxiii. 
that makes the Perfection of Virtue in 2 


54660 Chriſtian 


a. * 


r 


. 


| 
] 
| 
buman Weakneſs, to quiet thy Uneaſineſs W ; 
on the ſad Events of Sickneſs, to quell the « 


Dead; his Omnipotence, who made this 


8 thee a particular Right to a glorious 


tation. The Life-giving Spirit which thou 


of bis y which thou haſt now eat, has 
. - commu | 


Re, 


OllreFrae Sen TIM ENS, Or. 


Chrriſtiam Seul: Jeſus Chriſty wh thro? Merey 
had taken our Nature with its Weakneſſes, 


would feel the ſame Repugnance, at the 


Sight of the bitter Cup of his Paſſion; in 
order to fortify thee int the Troubles of 


Rebellion which ariſes from tlie Bitterneſs 

that attends it, — to teach thee to raiſe 4 
thyſelf above thy Senſes; when the Queſtion Wl # 
is to obey God's Orders, be dv; apa ſo t! 
hard and afflicting to Nature. 
When then the Terrors ef Death ſhall B 


firike- thy Mind and make thy Eyes ſor- WE 


rowful, caſt immediately thy Heart upon 
Jeſus, and think of the Victory he gain'd 
over Death in accepting it on the Croſs. He 
is the God of the Living, and not- 6f the 


our Divine Head to -rife ſrom the Grave in 
— to raiſe him to Heaven, will raiſe the: 
from it · in a little time, as being one of his 
Members, to reunite thee*to him, and make 
thee Partaker of his Glory: He has often 
reiterated this Promiſe to thee; he has even 


eſurrection, by feeding thee with his ado- 
rable Fleh and making thy Body his Habi- 


haſt received in Baptiſm, and the living Bread 


cated to thine a Seed of Life and 
Immortality, which will vivify «it upon the 
2 de wy” his coming: But as the time that 
N | precedes 
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precedes his Return, may be compared to st. dug. 7 
the Winter which ſpreads hs Image of Death * 
upon the Trees and Grain coverꝰd in the 
Earth, ſo thy Body muſt be hid therein to | 
the laſt Day, that it may then appear with 
Jeſus Chritt-veſted with the W be n- 
ſelf enjoys. 

Look then, dani, on Death, ofwhich the. 
Thoughts are ſo frightful to Nature, not as an 
Extinction of this : Fleſh whoſe Diſſolution. 
thou ſo much feareſt, but as a Preparation for a —_— 
Change and Reformation like untothe glorious _.:- :;', 
Body of our Saviour; look not upon it as an 
Enemy thou oughtſt to fly from and have 
an Averſion to, but as a Friend who comes 
to eaſe thee of the heavy Burthen of thy 
1 and to pilot thee into 3 | 
of an happy Eterni thy Deſires to 
meet this roman. „A both as a Paf- 
ſage to the eternal Life which is promiſed. 
thee, and as a Sleep from which the Voice P/ Xvi. 
of the Lord will awake thee in a ſhort time; : 
xert often thy Faith and Hopes en this = 
ruth of the Reſurrection of our Bodies: =_ 


en es, I know, oughtſt thou often to ſay, 

zus hat my Saviour, who is living, will raiſe ne 
Jo- the laſt Day; I believe my Jeſus, who wer FT | 
bi- Wvercome Death by his Reſurrection, will 


nake me overcome'it by raiſing me at the 
nd of the World; I believe that then 1 | 
ball be cloath'd wihh- this Fleſh and Skin 1 . xy. 
hich I now ſo much fear to quit, and of 
hich the Separation ſeems ſo difficult to 
ic; I believe God 1 gather together _ | 
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| } the Parts of my Body, tho“ conſumed. by 
N Pain and diſperſed by Rottenneſs; I believe 
WU Fob. xix. he will reunite them and bring them to Life 
dy a Miracle of his Omnipotence. Beho!d, 
theſe are my Hopes, they always lodge 
in my Heart; the Word of God is the in- 
fallible Surety of my Hope, and the Food he 
has given me of his Fleſh is a Pledge of 
the Reſurrection of mine. 

: Relying on the formal Promiſes thou haſt 
given. me, O Lord, to make me an Inhabi- 
Mat. xxii. tant with thee in Heaven, and there to ren- 
der me like unto the holy Angels, I efteem 
myſelf happy to be call'd out of this World: 

Finiſh then by Sufferings the Deſtruction of 

this Fleſh which is to riſe again and die no 

more; humble my Bones to the Duſt of the 

Grave, ſeeing thy Word is to raiſe them to 

Life one Day, in order to repleniſh them 
with Joy: Haſten in my Favour the coming 

- . _ of thy —— which will fully ſatisfy all 
my Deſires, make me enter, as ſoon as poſ- 

ſible, into that perfect Adoption that vil 

ſecure my Salvation, and conſummate my 

Happineſs: Deſtroy this Houſe of Earth and 
2 Cor. v. Dirt that ſtops me from and ſuſpends the 
Poſſeſſion of thy Inheritance: Tear this Veil 
which hinders me from ſeeing thy Gloy; a 
operate for me, as ſoon as poſſible, this Re-. o 
novation of Nature, and reform my vile and L 
deſpicable Body according to the Splendorſ dr 
and Beauty of thine. _ Pedic 

But who am I, O my Saviour, to nov 
ſpeak to thee the Language of the Juſt, a 
54 27h | tel 
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WW Sinner? It belongs only to thoſe, who after St. Ab. 

cy Example, have look'd upon Liſe u a ia 2 Cer, 

painful and neceſſary Evil, wean'd them“ Y- 

ſelves from it by the Contempt 1 

ſhew'd for its Advantages, and ſought in th 

Rigors of Penance the Means to ſhorten it 

It belongs to them to accept in Peace the 

Pains which attend it, becauſe it delivers 

them from the Servitude of Sin, and pro- 

cures them the Liberty of the Children of 

thy Kingdom, after which they always ſigh de 3 

It belongs to them, I ſay, to behold'Death * 

as the Object of their Deſires and the End 

of their Hope: It belongs to them to liſt up 

with Confidence their Eyes towards Heaven 

at the Hour of Death; to expect with a filial 

Fear that terrible Day of thy coming; to ask 

thee to be introduced into the Preſence of 

God thy Father, and to be made Parta- 

kers of the unſpeakable Delights thou en- 

joyeſt thyfelf at his Right-hand; to preſerve 

their Bodies, which they willingly give up 

to the Earth, in order to render them, at the Pal xv. 

laſt Day, Partakers of the Glory which thou 33 ↄ 

art to put their Souls in Poſſeſſion ß. 
Once more, who am I, that preſumes to 

animate myſelf, as if I were of the Number 

of the Righteous, againſt the Terrors of 

Death! Summon'd in a little time before thy 

dreadful Throne, ought I not to fear to be 

there judged according to the inordinate Love . 

of this World, that criminal Attachment to 

its Comforts, that Attention to ſatisfy the 
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Deſires of a delicate and voluptuous Fleſh, 


that Coolneſs and Indifference for every thing 
Which belongs to thy Service, and that Ar- 
fy dor to pleaſe and ſerve this wicked World? 


Have I not deſerved to hear 1 
int me, at the Hour of my h, that 


thundering Anathema which baniſhes for ever 


the ſlothful and ſenſual from thy Preſence, 
and not to ſee my Body raiſed at the laſt 


Day, but to be cover d with an eternal Re- 
| proach and condemn'd to the Torments pro- 
Aboc. xviii. portion d to the e ber- Pleaſures N 
1 3 lo eagerly purſued f EO LE 48) I 


Ah! my Jeſus, addetrated with the el 
Sorrow for having ſo often offended thee, 1 
hope thou wilt not permit that I ſhould ex- 
perience the Effect of that dreadful and fatal 
Reſurrection: Remember it has been given 
thee to be the ſovereign Judge of my Doom 
for all Eternity, becauſe os baſt render'd 
thyſelf, by thy Abaſements and Sufferings, 3 
Saviour full of Tenderneſs and Bounty; and 
it's in Quality of Saviour of my Soul I ad- 


dreſs myſelf to thee with Confidence. 
However criminal I muſt confeſs myſelf 


to have been, I hope thou wilt not deſpiſe 
the humble Prayeis of a Sinner who has 
Recourſe to thee in his Afflictions; that thou 
wilt ſtill open the Boſom of thy Mercy, and 

not let eternal Puniſhment ſucceed the Pains 
I now ſuffer; I know thou loveſt me, not 
only as the Work of thy Hands, form'd after 
thy own Likeneſs, but as the Fruit of thy 
Sufferings and Price of thy adorable _ 
e | 3 Lge 0 
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& J hope, that being my God and my Father 
from my Mother's Womb, thou wilt be my Fſalm xxi. 
Protector and Sanctuary at the Hour of my 
Death; I hope thou wilt preſerve my Soul 
from the Rigor of thy Judgments, © and that 
applying the Merits of thy Death to her in 
departing this World, thou wilt conduct her 
ſafe into thy Tabernacles, where after having 

laced her on thy Right-hand and made her 
Nertaker of thy Ghory, thou wilt reform 
this vile and corruptible Body to the Reſem- 
plance of thine. Behold, my Jeſus, all my pp. 
Hope; as thou thyfelf haſt inſpired me with © 
it, be likewiſe my Support and Conſolation. 
in this painful Condition to which thou haſt - 
reduced me; inſpire me with Joy and Ac- 
knowledgment at my rture out of this 
World; indemnify me for all the Advan- 
tages J am going to loſe with my Life; in- 
fine, engage me to make a voluntary Sacri- 


fice 'of it to thee, in order to pollefs the 
everlaſting Inheritance thou has promiſed meme 
and of which I have received the Pledge in : Ki 
the auguſt Sacrament of thy precious Body / 
ande Bid. Tho hh et , m 
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s 71A N in Sickneſs, in order ſo moke 
*" him find Foy in his Sufferings, by lock- 
ing on them as @ new Mark of the 


Tore Gop for bim; as his bearing 


them with Patience is a ſolid Proof of 


bis Love for GG. 


the innumerable Favours I have received 
from thee in the Courſe of my Life, and of 
the incomprehenſible Riches thou promiſeſt 
me after Death, without aſſuring thee of my 
fncere Attachment and Love: Unhappy am 
I, for having been fo tardy in loving a God 
who deſerves. to be eternally loved. O Beauty 


_ always. ancient and ever new O Bounty 
_ fovereignly aimable » I deylore the time which 
I have given to the Love of this. World; J 
| conſecrate to thine alone the few Days J 


have to live, and ardently wifh to bleſs and 
love thee everlaſtingly. | 

I confeſs that Lam unworthy to be loved by 
thee ; as for thy Part certainly thou deſerveſt 
I ſhould love thee with all the Powers of my 
Soul. O Charity, who art my God! Set 
me all of a Fire, and enflame me with thy 
Divine Love; give me what thou commandeſt 
me; for without thee F cannot fulfil the 
Precept of thy Love; infufe a-new into my 


Heart that precious Gift, which thou now 
= #3 ; T Ny 
FT IE vw 2 i 


with 


W dee 
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vith ſo much Juſtice. requireſt of it, and of 


which I owe thee the juſt Tribute all the 
Days of my Life : For what haſt thou not 
done to entirely gain to thyſelf this ungrate- 
ful and unfaithful Heart? Thou haſt loved 
me firſt, ſince thou lovedſt me before all 
Ages; thou haſt loved me ſo far as to ſtrip 
thyſelf of thy own Grandeur, and cloath 
thee with my Nothingneſs ; thou haſt loved 


me ſo far as to condemn thyſelf to the Death Gal. ul. 


of the Crofs, and there ſpill thy Blood to 
teconcile me to thy Father, and reſtore 


me to the Right of his heavenly Kingdom. 


What do I ſay, ſweet Saviour of my „Soulf 
| thy» exceſſive Charity has made thee. over- 


come the Exceſs of my Ingratitude ng Ma- 
lice: The very time I renounced, by 
Crimes, that celeſtial Inheritance which po 
thee ſo dear; prophaned the holy Alliance of 
my Baptiſm which thou hadſt ſeal'd with thy 
adorable Blood; the very time my Soul wag 
threaten'd with an approaching Reprobation, 
for reſiſting the interior Solicitations of 2 
Grace, thou haſt taken Pity of her Bli 
neſs and Miferies ; as I withdrew.: from thee 
by Sin, thou didſt draw near to me by Mercy z 
thy compaſſionate Tenderneſs ny r'd thee - 
my Mediator with thy Father; thou haſt 
oppoſed the Merit of thy Death to his juſt 
Vengeance; thou haſt waſh'd away the Mul- 
titude of my Sins by the ſhperanupagyt 
Graces of thy Redemption. | 
None but thou, O my Saviour, art capable St. 


to love to fo Five an Exceſs: Mult thou, J. i; 


1 * * Wen command me like; 


wiſe 


. "i 
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| wiſe to love | thee ? Muſt thou make it an 


indiſpenſable Obligation, and even threaten 


to · puniſh me if I fail in it? Ah! lamenting 


my long Infidelity to the ſo aimable Pre- 
eept of the beſt of all Fathers, what ſhall I 
do, O my Jeſus, to teſtify a Gratitude that 

as-fome Proportion with thy Benefits ? What 


; Proof- of my Love ſhall Egive thee in Ac- 
| knowledgment of thine ? What I can do is 


2. to accept with Humility, Patience and Sub- 


miſſion the Cup of my Sufferings: But, O 


Wd: foport me thyfelf by the Virtue 


eg, give me. Courage to offer 
thee, as a Mark of my Love, what is-moſt 
dear to me in this World, which is the Life. 
of the Body, that thou mayſt judge by 7 


Offering I make thee, of the er of 


* Affection for the. 
Thy Bove, O. my. Saviour, 5s 28 Grong 


$:.. as Death; it was this Love which made thee. 


at the ſame time Prieſt and Victim on the 
Croſs for my Salvation, and entirely deſtroy'd 
and conſumed thee there; may the Graces 


thou haſt merited thereon break the Chains 


3 which attach me ſtill to the World, and 
1 Grey make me, on this Bed of Sorrow, à Hole- 


eauſt agreeable in thy Sight. The Repug- 
nance of Nature, the Fears and overwhelm- 


ing Sadneſs at the Sight of the cruel,Neath 


which was preparing for thee, could not di- 


miniſh thy Zeal for the Intereſt of thy Fa- 


ther; the tender Love thou hadſt for = 


2 made hve Cibmait to the Decree of bis moſt 
- rigorous Juſtice, in order to render thee my 


ade at bis Gs 3 make me partake 


in 


A 
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in ſpite of the Rebellion of the Fleſh; make 


Expence of thine, as my Saviour; grant me 


obtain Mercy at thy Tribunal. 


in the eh of a God who ſounds the bottom 


CMRISTIAN SENTIMENTS, Ofc. 
in my Sufferings of thy amorous Obedience 
me always remember the ſupreme Dominion 1 Pex: ii. 1 


thou haſt over my Life, as my Creator, and 
the Acquiſition thou haſt made of it at the 


Grace to undergo Death, as well in Imita- 
tion of wy incomprehenſible Charity for me, 
as thro Homage to thy fovereign Grandeur; 

may I be, after thy le, a Victim im- St. Bern. 


molated out of Love, that my Soul may _ 1 


Thou haſt faid to me, O my Jeſus, that 
there ſhall be much forgiven to him who- 
ſhall have much loved: As there are no Debts 
comparable to, or Sins greater than mine, 
grant me Grace to love thee much, that! | 
may receive an abundant Remiſſion of them. St. Pert. 
All my Vows and Prayers to Heaven are to Cbmſol. 
beg Grace to love thee, ſince if I love theme 
] ſhall be faithful to thy moſt rigorous Or- 
ders, accept the moſt. hard Trials, bear eaſily. 
and with # good Heart the painful Yoke of 
Sufferings, which without the Love of thee 
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of thy Conſcience, as it appears to be in the 
Sight of Men? Is it the Heart that forms 
in i 


5 f NS, Se. — 


out of Love 
Delights; it is to be fear d, that after having 


ever ſought the Sweets and Eaſe of this. Life, 
thou ſhouldſt complain of the Violence and N 
Duration of thy Suffezings, which a Heart 
inflamed with. the Love of” God Judges t to be 


: St. Bern. but very fhght and tranſitory 


"Is this, my Soul, to vs the ſame Sent 
ments for the Sufferings of this Life which. 
our Saviour had for them Is it to juſtly 


FEY ü. "deſerve the Name and Title of Difciple of 
* * f tion, of which. a 3 Life is 2 ſtrong; 
Preſumption, ſeeing thy Saviour fuffer'd.on 
a Croſs to merit it; Learn now that every: 


Chiiſtian who has, not the Spirit and Senti- 
ments that Jeſus Chriſt had. for Tribulations, 
i not worthy of him, and that he incurs the 


Danger of being excluded from the King- 

Sin of his: Father. "That Oppoſition of Sen- 

oF timents, that Ixk ſomneſs, Dikeuſt and Aver- 
M7 ſion for a ſuffering Life, which Jefus Chriſt 
R ſo. much ſought and loved, is in his Eyes a. 
1 State of Indifference and Eukewarmneſs. 
b Ves, my Soul; for as the, greateſt Misfor- 
tune of a Chriſtian 3 in this Life is. to know 
Jeſus Chriſt, and at the ſame time not to 


9 a, fo it is. wn. great e 


theſe Vows and Dekires, or is it only the 

Lips which pronounce them Ah! aſter 

A having had Ny little taſte: for Sufferings; what 
Bern. do I ay, after having always. had an Ayer- 

ſion to them, it is much to. e fear d thou 

doſt not 3 them in Imitation of and 

= r Jeſus, Who for thy Salva- 
9 tion made them the Sub bject of his Joy and. 


o dear a Maſter ?. Is it to love thy Salva- 
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thy Death is a pregnant Inſtance of thy Love; 


ried it even to Exceſs. 


CTS TIN SWT 1 FIN 


for thoſe, who. being. inſtructed in and con- 
vinced. of the Advantages of Sufferings, re- 
fuſe to receive them with an amorous Sub- St. St. Bern. 
miſſion to his. Orders. 

O! how ungrateful and unthankful is a. 
Heart, that makes. a Difficulty to ſubmit to- 
the Obligation he is under to ſuffer ſome 
tranſitory Pains for his qwn Salvation, after 
that Jeſus Chriſt has ſuffer d. ſuch long and 
acute Pains to merit Grace to effectuate it: 
After that thou haſt reconciled. me, O my 
Saviour, to thy heavenly Father, ſhall I be 
ungrateful ?. After that — haſt ſpill'd the 
laſt Drop of thy Blood for me, ſhall I. be 
counted a true Chriſtian without Acknow- 
ledgment and Love for thee ? Thou couldſt. 
not go farther in loving me; thou haſt al-N 
ways treated me as a Brother and a Friend; 
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but the Indignity of the Torments of thy St. Ga: 
Paſſion is. a Proof to me that thou haſt-car- M. 


Thy Love preſles- me, O aimable 1 
it engages: me to render thee. on this Bed of 
Sorrows. to · which thou reduceſt me, ſome - 
thing like that with which thou haſt pre- 
vented: me on Mount-Calvary x thy Grace: | 
folicites me to renounce myſelf and this Life 
out of Homage to that unſpeakable Love: 
which made thee willingly die for me; it 
inſpires. me to reſiſt the Lufts of the Fleſh,. St. Ar. 
to ſtifle its Complaints, to Sacrifice it to c. iv. 4 
thee by Pains, to look upon Death, not as Cate. 
the End of the Evils of this Life, the Cha- Rad. 
ſtiſements due to my Sins, and the way that 
is. to 3 me to thee, b but as. a Means N 


N 
- r 


+ 
fo "i 
OY = 
= 4 7 PY — A * 


i 
—— 


3 


— Im 
FESTES 


ITE 


De — — 


bY n 
8 a — 
<a 
2 


5 


N Az 


that the ſupreme 


2 TIAN Hamer eee S. 


thy Love -prefents me in order to· give de 
a Proof of mine. Create therefore in me a 


Heart tender and affectionate — 9 — 

reſtore to me that Spirit which the Love of 
6. An. this World has always ſtifled in my Heart; 
renew in my Soul that Uprightneſs and Juſ- 
tice, Which it had received from thee in Bap- 
tifm, to the end that ceaſing to turn to- 
wards herſelf, and this periſhable Life, ſhe 
may make a voluntary Sacrifice of it, that 


ſo ſhe may tend only to thee . art her 


End and her Haappineſss. | 
0] Grace of my Saviour, eme ia 4 
Pofſefon'of - my Heart, reign” in it, by ſub- 
jecting its Inclinations and Deſires that it 
may have no other but to love a God who 


has fo much loved me, and whoſe: whole 


Law is falfill'd © 'by Love: For it's in Love 
c orſhip L owe ' bim con- 
ſiſts; it's Love that conftitutes the Charac- 
teriſtick of a true Chriſtian; it's by Love that 


I ſhall become a living Victim and an Holo- 


13 of an agreeable Odour: in his Sight; 


that I ſhall appear with Confidence before 


his Throne, and that paſſing from this Earth 


to Heaven, I ſhalt burn Wn 2 1 _ 
eternal Flame." 

Father of 'Mercies, 1 ſhall never 1 to 
ask thee, in the Name of thy dear Son, the 


Grace to love thee; he is himſelf, as eternal 
TFruth, the Surety of the Promiſe he made 
bes me, to obtain from thee whatever I ſhall ask 
in his Name; and thou thyſelf,” after bavirg 


deeliver'd him over to Death for my Salva- 
tion, will not, T hope, reſuſe me this Fa- 
vour: No, my God, I hall never es 

Y 4 | y 


nm a - 
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CH RISTLANSENT FMENTPS; Gr. 
thy - Goodneſs towards me 3/1, confeſs; that 
thy Heart has always been in regard to me 
ſuch as Jeſus declared it to me; I have had 
numberleſs Proofs of thy Affection, all the 
Days and all the Moments of my Life are 
ſeal'd with thy. Benefits, and the Favour 
thou haſt done me to come into my Heart, 
by the Sacrament of thy Love, makes me 
book that thou wilt not refule me the (rags | 
to love thee as I ought... 

But, my Soul, wherein haſt thou "add. St. Ap 
hitherto appear that thou loveſt God? We 
judge of the Quality of a Tree by that of 
the Fruit it bears: How can it be ſaid that 
the Love of Jeſus is deeply imprinted and 
rooted in thy Heart? What Mee kneſs, What a 
Patience, What Submiſſion, what Courage 
haſt thou ſhewn in thy Sufferings? n | 
Virtues are the Fruits and Proofs of the 80 - 
lidity . of our Love for God: He will not 
have us to love him by Word of Mouth... 
only; he is not ſatisfied with Acts of Love 
that phe more in the Tongue than in the 
8 Heart and Conduct, it is his Will we ſhould 
. prove it by our Werks and Actions. 

; As Charity is meek, patient and pacificks » 1 Cor. xii, 

can it be id that it perfectly poſſeſſes the a 
„ Heart of a ſick Perſon, who troubles the 
Peace of others by his continual Complaints, 
and gives not a moments Reſt to thoſe who . | 
n are about him in order to aſſiſt him? Ah! 
K 
Z 
2 
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my Soul, acknowledging and lamenting the 
Remiſſneſs of thy Love, think of Jeſus, Wo 
in order to give Proofs of his, remain d mute 
\- {Wit the greateſt Inſults and moſt cruel _ 
f. Torments' Let the Remembrance of his 
4 5th "Pains 
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CunrsTIAN SENTIMENTS, Sc. 


Pains be then a Motive to engage thee either 
to the Silence which he kept in his, or at 


leaſt to make appear by thy Words a certain 


Meekneſs, which is the moſt natural Lan- 


age of Charity, ſo proper to gain the 
Heart, and ſupport the Zeal of ſuch as par- 
take of thy Sufferings by their Care, Atten- 


dance, Watching and ſometimes overwhelm- 


- he w 


ing Fatigues; and all that often out of a 
Motive of pure Charity. If the Violence. 
of thy Pains and Vivacity of thy Temper, 


which has perhaps but too much appear'd ; 


or if even the Want of | Zeal. or Attention. 


in thoſe whoſe Buſineſs it is to aſſiſt thee, or 
ſome hard and indiſcreet Word which they 
drop, expoſe thee to ſome Motion of Impa- 
tience, incontinently lift up thy Heart to 


Heaven; reflect won thy Sins with a hearty 


9 


Sorrow, and beg 


s Grace to preſerve in 


- thee that precious Peace of Conſcience, and. 


to' make thee return Jeſus Chriſt Love for 
Love, Pain for Pain, and Death for Death. 
Remember that every thing may contribute 
to the Salvation of thofe who love God; 
and that as his Sufferings proceeded: from 


Love, the more thou partakeſt of the Bit- 


ters and Contradictions which he experienced 
in them, the more he will recompence thy 
F _ in following and imitating him: For 

ill make thee feel the Sweetnefs and 
Lightneſs of his Yoke which is not heavy 
and bitter but to a ſlothful and lukewarm 
Chriſtian; he will make thee find more Joy 
in the Evils which thou fuffereſt, than thou 

had in the deceitful Pleaſures thou haſt 


1 eagerly purfued in the World ; he Har 
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make thee conſider thy Pains as a precious =_ 
Baptiſm that extin + pron the Flames of Hell, 
and even thoſe of Purgatory; he will make 
thee find in that amorous Union of thy Suf- St. "MR; 
ferings with his, powerful Arms againſt the”; 
Efforts of the Devil, who is ſure- of his De- 
feat and of our Victor „when he 2275 us. 
fight againſt him under ich a Head. A 

Inceſfantly ask thy Saviour, O. wh Ss; | nn 
the Grace to ever love and thank him 70 „ .» 
his Benefits and Gifts; continually--razfe thy © _ 
Voice and Hands towards Heaven in order } 
to obtain it, bend all thy Vows to the loving 
of a God who deſerves to be fovereignhy + 
loved, and beſeech bim to vouchſafe that his 
Love may reign without End in thy Heart: 
as his Glory is eternal in Heaven. 2 

O Lord, who by the Exceſs of thy Bounty: Ores. Fe- 
always furpaſſet the Merit and Prayers of 88 
thoſe who inv oke thee, infuſe into my Heart 
the Ardor of thy Love; burn by its Fire 
h. whatever eee of human, terreſtrial and 
te I carnal in me: May I live no more, O Lord, 
dB but by thy Spirit? may the Virtue of thy 
m Grace wean me from both this World and 
it. myſelf, and make me to inceſſantly ſigh 
ob il er e706 aut After thes > Gäbe af es Be 
hy Wl Strength of my Body ſhall diminiſh,” that of 
or my Love for thee may increaſe and improve, 
nd that it may compleatly extinguiſh, whatever 
WY BN  ftill mortal in me, and make me feel that 
um I happy languiſhing of which the Royal Pro- 

Joy dhet ſpeaks: In faying to my Soul, thy well- 
hou i deloved draws-near,, mayſt thou pine away 
bal aa die for Love of him. May 9 
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of the Taper, O my Jeſus, that mall be 
ut into my Hand at the time of m my"Agony, N 


to the Aﬀliſtants an Emblem o 
dor of my Love for thee: May they know 
that I wiſh to finiſh my mortal Life in loving 
thee, as thou thyſelf haſt begun my ſpiritual 
Life by Baptiſm in-giving me thy holy Love, 


this World, among the Number of thy Elect, 
and put me in Poſſeſſion of thy Inheritance. 
May I have the Happineſs to ſay to' thee in 
receiving it from thy adorable and paternal 

now fee what I believed; I enjoy 
i for ever what L hoped for in my Life time, 
wal and embrace with all the Ardor of my Soul, 
: the God who #4994" "50 NIE to love bim. 


T9 4 5 1 


FY ys - N 1 1 
* 18 1 [ 7 * '% $4 #7 N . Cl * T 7 1 9 Wade” 9 L, . 3 4, 1 —— 


0 H A P. A 


FEY and Sentiments of Ani IAN 
_ before the Extreme. Undtion, on the new 

1 Spiritual and Corporal Succours which 
Ixsus Cu R18 T prepares for him in 

. that Sacrament, againſt. the, Anguiſits 
2 Death and Nenne ſh the Devil. | 


Pi. i EH Ol. D, 0 Lord, the Aha; of: my 
0 2 Departure out of this World draws 
* neat. 1 perceive, by the Violence and Dur- 
| tion of my Sickneis, that my Soul is going 
ſoon to e this Houſe of- Earth - Which it 
7 ſo long inhabited, Thy n ente 


the Ar- 


Admit me, O my God, at my departing 


— 


CRS TAN SaNTIMENTS, Or. 
to and touch'd with my Condition, hass in- 
ſtituted in my Favour a laſt, Sacrament, of. 
which the Vir tue is to eaſe, .and-, even cure 7 ac ; v. 
my. Illneſs, if thy Wiſdom judges, it exper & Conc. 
dient for thy Glory and my Salvation. 7%. 
I do nat deferye, O Lord, thou ſhouldſt 
reſtore me to Health; the bad Uſe I made of 
it condemns me to loſe my, Life; but open 
in my Favour and beſtow. on me thoſe Trea- _ 5 
ſures. of Graces which attend the holy and, «© + 
laſt Unction that thy Bounty ordains to be i 
zpplied to my Senſes, in order to repair the = 
bad Uſe of them; re-eſtabliſh me in m Ins 
nocence, relieve my Miſery, by the irtue 
of thy Merits, ſtrengthen and animate zl * 
my Powers to ſuſtain the violent Conflicts 
Belchen eee Death and. 
ell. aig 2 in TOY 3 8 
Ves, my Saviour, Llook upon this Sacra, Ex Cone: 
ment as an univerſal Reparation of all my Trid. & 
Life; I believe that the Grace of Extreme- Fare. 
WH Unction is a Complement of that of my Bap ?r- 
„bim. Cloath'd then entirely with thee ;; in- 
„ Wh corporated. in thee; enliven d by thy Spirit; 
n conſecrated in thee to God thy Father and - - i 
s mine; F ought, after thy Example, to employ. . _ 
only in his Service, and for bis Slory, all the 
WM Powers. of my Soul, and Faculties of my. 
ny Body: I ought not to have lived but by thy 
ws very Life, , which thou haſt -communicated 
ra- to me in Baptiſm, and by following the. 
ing Pights and Motions. of thy holy: Grace, and 
it n rendering my Actions conformable to thy 


ive Will, that J might find myſelf, at the 7 9 Wy 


ih Death, enrich'd with a plentiful Harrel 
, »& 1:62; r | : ” Q 
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CHRISTIAN SENTIMENTS, Oc) 
of Good-works. But, Wretch as I am, far 
from having imitated thee by my Conduct, 


aud faithfully correſponded/ with thy holy 


Grace, I too often behaved in oppoſition to 
thy Will, oy following the Luſts of the 
Fleſh, and Violence of my Paſſion; I have 

'- almoſt all my Life. grieved thy Holy Spirit; 

J have frequently. been deaf to his Voice, in 


order to hearken only to the Voice of this 


corrupted World and my criminal Paſſions, 
I ſhould have reaſon'to fear that thy Juſtice 
would find in my Infidelities the Subject of 
my Condemnation and Perdition at my de- 
parting this Life, if thy unſpeakable Bounty 
did not engage thee to deſcend a- new to- 
wards me in my Extremity, in order to re- 
pleniſh my Soul with: thy holy Grace. Let 
her for ever thank thee, adorable Saviour, 
. that thou vouchſafeft not only to conſecrate 
her ftill to God by the Union of this laſt 
. Sacrament, but alfo to apply the Merit of thy 
Good- works to her, and make her partake 
of the holy Uſe thou haſt made of thy Senſes 
during the time of mortal Life, in or- 
der to repair the ſhameful and criminal Uk 
ſne made of hers by the tnordinate Love of 
herſelf and other Creatures. It is by this 
Communication of thy Grace, O my Jeſus, 
that the Exceſs of thy Mercy fhines -in fo 
reſplendent a Manner; grant me to join my 
Prayers with thoſe of the Prieſt as often 3s 
he ſhall nada, Song Unction to the different 
Parts of my Body. Eh 7 

For which Purpofe a more than common 
Piety and Devotion is neceſſary ;- a — 
Fa men 


Cx RISTIAN SEN/FIMENTS, Ge. 
ment ſo important and profitable to my Sal- 
vation ( ſince it's to conſummate in me the 
Chriſtian Life which. thou haſt given me in St. Thom, 
Raptiſm ) requires, if poſſible, the Uſe of 44. 
Reaſon and all the Preſence! of Mind one is 
capable of. Grant then to thy Miniſter, 
from whom I am to receive it, the Know- 
ledge of my approaching End, and the Cou- 
rage to give me Notice of it. Let him de- * 
nounce to me the dangerous State of my 
reſent Illneſs, before it becomes incu able! 1 
w him convinde me that the Sacrament ff 
Extreme - Unction is not à Sacrament: of 
Death; that it is a Sacrament inſtituted by 
thee for the Benefit of both Soul and Body: 
Let him perſuade me to receive it in time Na n. 
as well for the Eaſe of my corporal Pains, 
as for the Relief of the Ker e. of my 
Soul: Let bim explain. to me all the Eſfecta 
and Advantages of this Divine Remedy, in 
telling me, that it's the Conſummation of & 
Chriſtian Life and will cauſe in my Soul an | 
Augmentation of Grace that it will puri | 
my Confcience from the Guilt of all the — 
Sins I omitted in my Confeſſions thro? for- S/ xiv. 
getfulneſs, that it will fortify my Mind [ 
againſt the Terrors of Death, the remptas - 
tions of the malignant Spirit, the Violence : 
5 Pain, and the Deſpondeney of Nature 2 J 
in telling me, that the Grace of this at ''  -* 
Sacrament will wean my. Heart from the I 
Things of this World, apply the Merits of > Them. 
my Saviour to me, render me, at his Tri- . > 
bunal, an Object worthy: his 'Complaifance, >! 
and there procure me wn I 
; ele be 
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= Father, take Poſſeſſion of the Kingdom 


the Beginning of the World. 
Ah! my Soul, diſfabufe thyſelf- of that 
flalſe Perſuaſion that thou muſt ſoon die after 
having received this Sacrament of the Ex- 
treme-Vnction; for many have lived feveral. 
Pear after: receiving it. Wait not then to 
the laſt Rxtremity, as the Lovers of this: 
Life do who apprehend it more than they: 
deſire it, and whoſe wilful Delays till the 
Moment they loſe the Uſe:of their Reaſon. 
and Speech, is often a criminal Neglect in 
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EHu. and contemn the Grace of this Sacrament. 
Cenc. Trid. Whereforeg-O my Soul,: diſpoſe thyſelf to: 
© benefit by ſo great à Succour, whilſt thou 

art in thy full Senſes. Calb the Miniſter of 

* | the holy Church, Who alone can !iadminifter. 
3 it to thee according to- the Inſtitution of 
Chriſt q accuſe thyſelf of the: ins thou. mayſt 
blaue forgot in thy Confeſſion, ànd thoſe thou 
> migghtſt have committed ſince by Impatience: 
in thy Sufferings; beg God's Grace to give 
1 thee a fincere Sorrow for them, call with. 
QOQonſidence on the Father of Mercies, unite 
 . thy Tears to the Blood of thy Saviour in 
| odrder to obtain Pardon for them 5 manifeſt 
St. Aub. to him a Love without Reſerve, in Acknow- 
* ledgment of his Love for thee which is in- 
finite; prepare thyſelf . for his coming by the 
Acceptatien of all the Evils that precede it, 
buy a general Diſguſt to Creatures, and a 
buoly Impatience to poſſeſs thy Deliverer; 


3 


order 


theſe comfortable Words: Come, Beloved of 
ich his Love has prepared for thee from 


them} ſince in ſo doing they tempt God, 


„% ) P . CEN 


CST TAN SEN THMENTS, Sn 
erder all thy. Senſes who have bee an En. 
trance for ſo many Crimes, and an Inſtru- 
ment for committing them, to diſpoſe them- 
ſelves to benefit by this Viſit which the hea- 
venly Phyſician is ſtill pleaſed to make thee: _ 
For it is in Favour of a Chriſtian indeed 
with theſe holy Diſpoſitions, that this laſt 
Sacrament expiates the remains of Sin, and 
even the Guilt if there be any. Endeavour 
then, my Soul, to bring theſe Niſpoſitions 
to this laſt ſacramental Viſit of thy. Saviour, 
receive his Approaches to thy Bed in the 
Perſon of the Prieſt, with a Spirit full of 
Faith, Co nce and Conviction of the 
Advantages/of his Viſit; join thy Prayers 
to thoſe which the Holy Catholick Church 
uſes in the Adminiſtration of this Sacrament; . 
u beg of the Aſſiſtants to ſupply for the De- 2 Paral. 
£ ſects of thy Capacity; and make it thy Re- xxxir. 
r. queſt to- the Miniſters! of God to offer for 
(dat Intention the holy Sacrifice of the Mas; 
remember above all, that if the Church does 

u. Wot command thee to lie in Sack- cloth cr 

ce. Aſhes, before granting thee the Unction of Ex gib 
ve the ſick (as ſhe formerly ordain'd her Chil- P 
th: Wl dren to do) remember, I ſay, that ſhe de- Rm. 
re cares that the Spirit of Penance is a Diſpo- Job xvid 
im ſition always 5 to partake of the Ef- & xlii. 
(Wl fects of this Divine Remedy. So, my Soul, DE 
w- it every Unction that ſhall be applied to the 
n- Farts of thy Body, think with Sorrow on 


1 


he the bad Uſe thou Raſt made of them, and 
it, Non the Goodneſs of thy Saviour who inſti- 


tated this Sacrament in thy Favour; ſay to 


/ 


. 


190 


. T7 1 e i g 


un ban S ENT MENTS, Gr. 


bim with, She e aſe a \<ontlite Þ 


"2 4s dn the Ex E TY 


11 0 my Jeſus, whoſe pure and chaſt Eyes 
have ſhed ſo, many Tears, to expiate all my 
unchaſt and curious Looks, grant me Grace 
to join a Torrent of Tears to thine, and to 
the Effuſion of thy Blood, of which the Vir- 
tue is applied to me by a _ ee 
es n Eee. 1994. 7 


4 the Anointing the. Eaxs. 


was H, 0 my 8 the Impurity 
of my Ears by the, Purity of | thine. May 
thy Mercy which pardon'd thy Enemies the 
e and Blaſphemies they pronounced 


* againſt thy adorable Perſon, forgive me all 


the Sins I have committed by hearing an in- 
finit Number of vain, flattering, unprofi- 


table, e pe: and. ee Ei 


4 1 * 7 "# þ 
i 


A. the 3 GE . 
"PARDON me, O my Jeſus, the Sen- 


ſuality of my Smelling. I unite the bad Scent 


of the Remedies and of my ſick Body, to 
that which thou haſt ſelt on Mount - Cal uam), 
by the Infection of the Bodies exccuted 
there, in Expiation both of the Pleaſure! 
1 taken i in r Smells and o on Aver- 


ſion 


-- > * —— 


— 


2 
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CunroTian SenTiMenTs, Ce. 
fon I always ſhew'd to the alpen ad 
Houſes of the Poor. 1 | 5 


- 
* 


At the Anointing the 1 


O my Jeſus, whoſe moſt pure and holy 
Mouth never open'd but to bleſs thy Father, 
denounce his Orders and preach that Penance 
neceſſary to Salvation z I beſeech. thee. thro 
the Gall and Vinegar that were given thee 
on the Croſs to drink, to pronounce. on me 
the general Pardon of the Sins I have com- 
mitted by my Exceſles in eating and drink: 
ing, and by my vain, e n 
l and iffolute ON: 97 


At the Aung the: an bs. buy 


I beſeech thee, O my Jeſus, thro” the 
cruel Pain which thou haſt, felt, when thy 
Divine and: bounteous Hands were pierced 
with, Nails, to pardon. all the Crimes: of 
which mine have been the Inftruments 
my Thefts, by the Outrages I have done to 
my Neighbours,. and by the be rhe Touches 
New which I have defied both my Soul and 

Yo 
At the Anointing the Fee T. 


0 my Jeſus, whoſe adorable Feet kinks A 
zone ſo many weary Steps in order to with- 
draw me_ from the criminal Paths, where 
mine have ſo often carried me; I bumbly 
beg Pardon for all the ſinful Steps I have 
* and of which thou haſt been Wit- 


ncſs; 


152 unis TAN IE In ENS, 2 
ness; 1 in waſhing my Feet with thy Blood, 


cleanſe my Soul by thy Grace of alk. ou 
mortal Stains it has contracted. e alas 
* 42 4 . 3 N e 


A. the Aninting the Rx 195. 


«] 4 Wetereb hes, — Jaſons hrs” — 
Innocence of thy holy Life, to forgive m 

all the ſhamefel Lace es of mine; may the 

 Life-giving Water which flow'd from thy 

Side, extinguiſh in me the Fire of Concu- 

| 1 IT but too often kindled with- 

i RN: Grant that thy precious Blood, in 

I place my whole Confidence, may 

Eh 2 to my Soul. and Body a ſacred Bath te 

' purify them from the We * with 

which nd ionic bx. 34" 


1 7 naw 1 
« 1 ; ? : ADS 8 
i da Pa a 1 TP” ] EA — * 
riss CSE 7 . ah 4.771 * 1 9 1 1 p TY —— 
* * * 1 * * 5 


cn A p. XV. N 


a 45 Sentiments of p Caan, AX Wer 
after the Exireme-Unition in order ue 
2: reap the whole: Fruit ef this Sacrament, Life 
I the Application be mates of it 10 al prac 
the Lowers of his Sou, and Body. we” 


E for . Bleſfed, 0 my 3 for all Wh th 

the Marks of Love 196 + Mercy thou hic! 
haſt given me in this Life, of which 1 
ſhall retain an everlaſting Remembrance: 
Give me Grace, O Lords to \publiſh them bert 
for ever; grant me to fing thy Praiſes in at 
Heaven, in Acknowledgment of + all the Be- 


nefits 


— 
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Conviction of my numberleſs Infidelities, the 
Abuſe of ſo many repeated Favours, gave 
me room often to fear that thou hadſt re- 
Bounty has ſtrongly reunited me to thee: 
For by the holy Unction chat has been ap- 
plied to me, thou haſt cauſed a new Infuſion 
of Grace an my Heart; thou haſt deſcended 
1-new. on me; taken away the Gauſe both 


of my Shame and Deſpair; :deſtroy*d' what St. Aug. 
remained of the old Man-in-me; thou haſt Jou v. 
communicated thyſelf to me, by a full Ap- 
plication of thy Merits, that I may appear, 
WH zfter my Death in the Preſence of thy Fa- 
ther, an Object of his Efteem and Love. 
Once more, O my Jeſus, be thou bleſſeeld 
and glorified for ever and ever, that thou haſt 
given me Grate to work my Salvation, and 
vouchſafeſt to remain with and conſole me: to 
the laſt Moment of my Life. May the Ex- 
treme - Unction, whichd now received, make 
ne ſo. to partake of the Merits of thy Death, -. 


| 
a nothing may-appear more in me of that 
„ie of Adam which fo often canſed my Dif- 
race and Ruin. Suffer not that I ſhould come 


ut of thy Wounds in which thou haſt now Cog 23% 
uried me-3 may the reſt of my Life be hid x. 
1 theez may the 'Holy Catholick Church, to © W 
hich ] have conſecrated the firſt Moments 
pf PA Being in Baptiſm, receive the 

at Gaſps of my Life in the Sentiments f 
perfect Submiſfion to her Doctrine: May 

at holy Mother that adopted me from my 
ith for her * always * 7 
SYS | | er 


1 


* 
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CnnlisTIAN SENTIMENTS; 
her Boſom, acknowledge me for ſuch at the 
Hour of my Death, may her Arms in which 

I have been received by Baptiſm, put me into 
thine by Means of the Sacrament of Extreme- 
Unction, in order to ſee the Splendor of thy 
_ Glory; may thy Kingdom crown the Treaſure 
of Graces which thou haſt hitherto beſtow'd 


on me. In order to obtain it I chearfull 


renounce this carnal and fenſual Life ac- 


Habac. ii. cording to which I have but too long lived. 


. 
Rem. 
- 
; 
* 
. 


— * , 
* 


er li. 


I freely condemn to Death and Rottenneſs 
this Body of Iniquity, of which I but too 
much follew'd the Paſſions and inordinate 


Motions. I willingly ſay to my Soul: Since 


it has pleaſed God to pardon us ſor the bad 
Uſe we made of our Senſes thro* Malice or 
Frailty, let us uſe them no more but in 
holy and pious Practices; ſince Jeſus Chriſt 
is come to form a-new his Image in me; 
ſince that heavenly Man has repleniſh'd me 
with his Grace, in order to communicate his 
Life and Sentiments to me, I will no more 
bear the Image of the terreſtrial Man, I 
wilb no longer appertain to him, nor be- 
have, fon the future, in a ſecular and human 
Manner. % ² A ² m ˙ ab 1 
Ves, O my Heart and Mind, thou ſhalt 
have no more Thoughts nor Deſires but lor 
eternal Happineſs: Les, O my Mouth, thou 

| ſhalt no more be open'd but to publiſh the 
Praiſes of God, and the Greatneſs of bis 
Mercies; my Ears, ye ſhall no more hearken 
but to what ſhall be told you of his Love 
and Kingdom; my Eyes, you ſhall lock ne 
more but towards Heaven, where tHe Good 
STS I 42 | ne 
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eady to admit you; my 
Hands, you ſhall for the future touch oni 5 0 
the Cros of Jeſus, which is to conduct us 3 
thither; my Feet, you ſhall remain on my = 
Couch oũt of Obedience to the Orders of 
the Divine | Juſtice, whoſe: Will it is thou 
ſhouldſt no more deſcend from it; my Fleſh, 
thou ſhalt be fix'd to the Croſs of Pain, 
where Jeſus ordains thee to die with him. 
But, O Lord, in conſenting that my Body 
ſhould return to the Earth, of which it is 
form'd, grant that my Soul may be received 
into thy Hands which have redeem'd it; in 
conſenting that my Body ſhould be cover'd 
with Duſt and hid under the Shades of the 
Grave, grant that my Soul may enjoy the 
Light with whieh thou Hluminateſt thy holy Hs, 
Manſion; it is towards it alone that all my P/; xvi. 
Vows do tend. Pardon me, O Lord, for 
having ſo long loſt Sight of it; Pardon me 
for having done ſo much for the Earth, and 

1o little for Heaven. I confeſs that the For- 
getfulneſs and Indifference I always was in 
with regard to its Happineſs, induce and 
animate the Enemies of my Salvation to dif- 
pute now with me the Poſſeſſion of thy In- 
hetitance:: Thou art, O Lord, Witneſs of 
the Snares they lay for me in the ſhort Way _ 
that remains to come to thee, It is true, . - * 
thy Mercy has raiſed in my Favour, by the 

laſt Unction, a formidable Bulwark againſt 
their Efforts; it is true, this Sacrament fur- 
riſhes. me with victorious Arms againſt the P/ xvii. 
Devils who "ſeek my Deſtruction. I render 102. 
thee, O Lerd, my moſt humble Thanks 


- W-+ 5 


196 Cu RIS TIAN SENTIMENTS; Ge. 


for that thou haſt granted me this powerful 
Succour; and I earneſtly beg my Friends 
and Acquaintance to do the ſame. But, my 
Jeſus, if thou continueſt not till Death thy . 
Protection againſt them, my on Emilty 
will make me again fall into their Hands; 
grant me then, O Lord, the Grace of per- 
ſevering to the End; thou art faithful, I 
own, but thy Fidelity in not letting me be 
tempted beyond my Strength, does not free 
me from the Fear of not correſponding 
faithfully with thy Grace, and of my loſing 
Courage in that frightful Trial I am ſoon to 
Andergo againſt Death and Hell. 
Ihe time of this hard Conflict draws 
near; I ſee myſelf already ſtrugling with 
them: A Deluge of Evils overwhelms my 
Body; they ſucceed one another with a Vio- 
lence ſuperior to my Strength, and my Soul 
is encompaſs'd by the Devils, who promiſe Je 
themſelves to ſeize on her the Moment of W nm 
ber Separation. They ſtand around me like in 
. Grez. furious Lyons, and try different Means to wi 
A. deſtroy me: If they ſee me ſtedfaſt in the M 
Belief of the Truths which thy holy Church len 
teaches, they endeavour either to make me Pai 
loſe Confidence in thy Mercy, by remind- cor 
ing me of the Number and Grievouſnck W cru 
of my Sins; or to make me preſume too Wl tio; 
much on it by the Remembrace of the Vir- W Gr: 


220 + Þ *- XY 3X TE ONT EN 


tues, tho' very imperfect,” which I have WM Ma 
practiſed. ; N E 5 3 FFP and 
Who but thou alone, O my God, canſt WM fizn 
deliver me from the Snares of my Enemies! WM belo 
Men give me already Notice by their with-W cnc 
32 „„ drawing; 


in his Power to preſerve me from the Dan-- 


cruel Purſuits of the Enemy of my Salva. 
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drawing from me, that I vainly placed: my 
Hopes in them, ſeeing none of them has it 


gers that enviton me; as for my Part, I am 
but feeble, poor and infirm, It is then of. 
thee, O Lord, who art Witneſs to my 
Weakneſs, I beg the Succour I am now in 
need of; to ſuſtain with Courage the Aſſaults 
of my Enemies and become victorious over 
them! It is then to the Throne of thy 
Mercy 1 lift up my Eyes, and from Which. 
expect the Salvation of my Soul: The 
Remembrance of ſo many Falls from which. 
thou haſt preſerved her by thy Grace, and 
Promiſe to be attentive to her Neceſſi- 
ties in the forrowful Day of Tribulations, 
ſupports and animates the Confidence which 
thou ordereſt me to place in thee alone. Job xx. 
In Effect, to whom but to thee, O mx 
Jeſus, can I addreſs myſelf, ſince thou aft 
my whole Hope and Strength in the afflict- 3 
ing Condition I am in? Is it not thou to F 
whom is left the Care of poor and afflicted Ps 
Man? Is it not the Effect of thy Bounty to . 
lend thy helping Hand to e who are in ll. 
Pain and Tribulation? Riſe then quickly to 
come to my Succour; put a ſtop to tzhe 


tion, by powerfully aſſiſting me with thy 
Grace; break his Arm full of Violence and 
Malice by the all- powerſul Strength. of thine, 
and force him to deſiſt from the unjuſt De- 
ſign he has to ruin my Soul. I declare, ſhe 
belongs to thee, and not to him; I loudly 
renounce his Empire over and over again; 
N e tho' 


. licb ix. 


— 


* 


my ſelf to it on ſeveral 


CHRISTIAN SENTIMENTS, (fe) 
tho' T have been unhappy enough to ſubmit 


under them. I confeſs thee my Creator and. 
Redeemer ; reſume all Ay Right over me; 
make thy Grace rule 

the Powers of my Soul and Body; let that 
Uſurper of thine Inheritance retire con- 


ſounded and ſtripp'd of the Pretenfions. he 
Kill claims over me; let him no more glory 
in the Advantages I had given him by my 
Diſobedience, ſeeing thy Mercy bas for- 


ven me; let him not authorize the Vio- 
* he would exerciſes on me, by ſaying, 
thou haſt abandonꝰd me to his Fury, that L 
am to expect no Succour from i ©, and 
that no Power is capable to. preſerve-me from. 


bis Hands, ſince thou haſt environ'd me with 


my Body and Soul with thy on Blood for | 
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Strength, by the Extreme Unction, in order 


to ſuſtain his Aſſaults, and haſt been pleaſed. 
to take me under thy Protection in ſealing 


the Security of my Salyation. 


But, my Jeſus, the Favour I beg of thee 


is to preſerve me till Death, by the Virtue of 


thy Grace, in the way of Salvation. Suffer 


not that the implacable Hatred of the Devil, 
mould ſhake my Conſtancy or make me ever 


depart from it. Thou Knoweſt, O Lord, 


that the Height of his Joy-and Deſtres, would 
be to withdraw me from the State of Grace 
where thy Mercy has placed me. In thee 


alone have I placed all my Hope, becauſe 


thro? thee alone I ſhall be able to overcome 


Atte Tewptations of thatmalignant Spirit: 


TY 
ocaſions,. IL. will die 


govern over all 


. 


— 
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He will redouble them in thoſe Moments 


that he ſees me moſt overwhelm d With P/. ba. 


Evils; he will then endeavour to excite trou- 
ble and inordinate Fear of thy Judgments 
in me, in order to make me loſe that Con- 
fidence I have in thy Mercy. Ceaſe not, 
my Jeſus, to be Witneſs to his Arts and my 
Fa to the end thou mayſt be ready to- 
lend me thy Aſſiſtance. Vouchſafe, I be- 
ſeech thee, to grant it me to the laſt Mo- 
ment of my Life, ſince the Devil will not 
then ceaſe to ſeek my eternal Perditibn. Re- 
member, Divine Saviour, the Alliance thou 
haſt made with my Soul in Baptiſm; forget 
not the Promiſe thou haſt given ber in ” 
mitting her into thy Service, of being 
God and Protector againſt all the Inſu ts we 
her Enemies; permit not that after having 
made me ſo often feel the Effects of thy 
Mercy in the Courſe of my Life, 1 ſhould 


before thee, ſhould. be that of my Baniſh- 
ment for all Eternity z include me not in 
that terrible Sentence that will exclude the 
Sinner from thy Preſence, in the fatal In- 
ſtant that he mall appcar before thee: All my 
Fears, O my Jeſus, reunite when I confider 

thy Juſtice: I tremble at the very Thoughts 


me, ye Curſed; my whole Concern is to 
loſe thee, . F conceive that to be ſe- 
parated from thee,, is the Height of all Mic 
fortunes. So, my Jeſus, Weck me not, 
I. | K. 4 | when. 


* 
ny 


at the end of it be deliver d over to the Deut. ix. 
dreadful Executioner of thy Juſtice; ſuffer xxvi. & 
not that the Moment I ſhall be ſummon' d * 98 1 


of theſe thundering Words: Retire, from Mat. xv. . i 


When I ſhall preſent myſelf before. theo; let 
me nat ſuffer Shipwreck in thy. Sight; let 


me not become. the. Object of thy eternal 


Vengeance: But when thou ſhalt exerciſe 
on” thy : dreadful- Throne the Function of 
Judge of the Living and the Dead, remem- 


ber the Title of- Father and- Saviour of my 
Soul, which thou haſt taken on the. Croſs; 
remember that her Juſtification has eoſt thee 


infinite Labour, and the Effuſion of thy 


Blood: Suffer not that the great Myſteries 
of thy Abaſements and Death, which thou 
haſt operated for my Salvation, and of-which 

there is: no Acknowledzment in Hell, ſhould 


be ineffectual: Apply the Merits of thy Suf- 
fering to me in theſe Moments ſo proper to 


conſummate the Work of my Redemption. 


Save my Soul thro' the Virtue. and for the 


Glory of thy holy Name: Have-ſome regard 
to the extreme Affliction I am in; hearken 


to the Cries of my Heart and Faith; be at- 


tentive to the Voice of my Sighs and Tears; 
know by the Weakneſs of my Hands, Eyes 
and Cries, whieh I ceaſe not- to lift up to- 
wards thee, the Violence E ſuffer, that J 
may not ſuccumb under the Efforts-of my 
Enemies. Grant, O Eord, that the Day of 
thy coming which is, for many, a Day of 
Tribulation, of Horror and Darkneſs, may 
be, for me, a Day of Confidence, Lighe, 


Henediction and Peace; releaſe not my Soul 


from the Priſon of my Body but in order 
to bleſs thee for all Eternity. This Separa- 
tion ſeems hard and is repugnant to me, | 


grant, but animate me thyſelf: by thy = 
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and Example 501 wy Jets. to ſubmit to and 
accept it, ſeeing 


"thee" in ons port ner N 
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ath: will, I hope, unite 
me to thee for ever, and allciate, me CP 
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CHAP. XVIN. 


neſs by the humble Acceptance he makes 
f the Death to-which Gon condemns _ 
bim, and of the Circumſtances in which 
it Hall Peaſe Gop: to take. . 1 
** 


HO U offereſt me . goa o 

my Jeſus, the fatal Cup of Death; 
thou declareſt to me that T muſt depart this Dear. 
World in a. little time; ſeeing, the Sentence XXXi. 16. 
which condemns me to it is irrevocable, 1 ä 
adore and ſubmit to it with all my Heart, | 
whatever Repugnance Nature, that cannot © © 
eaſily conſent to her Diſſolution, may ſnẽ 
for it. I belong. to thee by ſo many Titlesy 5 ; 
that it would be to want Reaſon and Reli- 0 
gion to oppoſe. thy Orders, or even com- = 
plain of them. I acknowledge that my Lifſfſe 
is not ſo much my Property as a 1 nn 12a 3 


which thou haſt confided to me; it is all due "BE 
to thee, ſince it is the Price of thine: Di. a 
poſe” of it then as ſovereign Maſter of my * | 


Doom which is in thy Hands; exerciſe the 
Rizht of Life and Death which thou haſt $2. ** 
over me. I deliver E to thy rewe : 
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ewt in wider to beat the Ege of it by 


the Diſſolution of my Body: Make appear 
What thou art at the Expence of thy Crea- 
ture, who owes, her Whole Being to thee: 
Burn, break, deſtroy this unhappy Fleſh, 


Enemy to thy Sanctity by its. inordinate De. 


ſires; ſpare not this vile ody, that has been 
ſo long the Object of Self-love, and the In- 


ſtrument of mo many Sins; finiſh. me by re- 


_ ducing me to Duſt: I offer myſelf to thy 


ſupreme Majeſty in order to be, ſacrificed to 


thy Glory: L deſite to honour, by the Lok. 


of my Life, the Immortality of Ude Make, 


O Lord, of my whole Perſon a Burnt-offe- 


ring for the entire Accompliſhment of the 
Deſigns of thy Love and Juſtice on me: 


Immolate my Body by the Pains of Death, 

and my Soul by the Agonies of its Separa- 

tion; thrice 1 5 that the voluntary Obla- 

tion I make of: oe, Life, may partly ſerve: 
h 


xpiation of my Sins, and. 


at thy Bar for t 
3 me avoid the Pains of Hell, in Com- 
E of which mine are but Phantoms. 


But, O Lord, my Soul in the Agitation 
ſhe is in, and in the Sorrow which preſſes. 


Her at the ſight of her approaching Separa- 


tion from my Body, raiſes up towards thee. 
her dying Voice be thou then entire ad. 


favourable to her Drayes i 0 


I confeſs the Juſtiee of · this cent of 


Death pronounced againſt me à miſerable 
Sinner; but in fubmitting to it, 1 beſeech 
thee to "diminiſh the Fear that attends It 


. * and with'which thou pierceſt my Heart in 


PuniQunent, of its Rebellion. Shew-me 7. 


* 
wo 


91 1 


— 
rr 


Fg S 


cu x TS TTAN. MENTS; 


ſelf the Greatneſs . of the Evils from which 
Death is ſoon to deliver me, ſince it is im- 

poſſible for the moſt eloquent Tongue to St. Aug. 
expreſs it; enliven my Faith and Hope in 

View of the Immenſity and Eternity of the 
Treaſures which thou haſt acquired for me 

by thy Death on the Croſs, har of Which 
cannot take Poſſeſſion, but by accepting 

Death on this Bed of Sorrow: Inſpire me St. Greg. 
with Courage to depart, without Regret, out ' 

of a World which is nothing but a, Revo- 

lution of Men born only to die; into which 

I came myſelf weeping ;-where I have al- 

ways ſeen myſelf encompaſs'd with Miſery, 

Labour and Pain, and which L muſt neceſ- 

farily quit amidit the Pangs of Death. May 

this Life, of which the vain and deceitful 
Charms have ſeduced my Soul and gain'd f 
her Affection, become inſupportable to me; . = 
may I loſe it in Puniſhment of the bad Uſe: = 
I made of it, and fo put an end to Sin 1 
which has ſo often reign'd in me. I believe 
it is thro' Sin that Death which threaten? 
me, and the Evils which environ me, bade 
enter *d:into. the World: I believe it is this 
lame World, which I ſo loudly renounced. in 
Baptiſm, . nc. in the midſt of which I pro- 
miſed a thouſand and a thouſand times to = St. Ch ny} 
faithful to God, that has'render'd ineffetuel. 
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WM ny Reſolutions od Promifes, becauſe it is but 
je Snares, Temptation and Scandal; becauſe it 
ch Aways is an Enemy to God, and oppoſite 


to his Service: Cai it then have any thing 
that may render it ſtill aimable to me? Has 


worthy: my Attachment to 124 st. E 
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and ought I to ſo much fear quitting it? 
Has it not. ſtill. the ſame Illuſions that have 


o often robb'd me of the Innocence of. my 


Heart ?. Has. it not: ſtill: the fame contagious 
Air which has fo often infected it; and ſhould 
not the Remembrance alone of the fad Ship- 
wrecks it has made me ſuffer engage me to 
quit it without Regret, in order; to be re- 
JJC Por ode ie 
If I paſs from the Corruption of. this 
World to its Duration, what is more ſhort 
and. frail! Is it not common to fee thoſe 
. haſten to the Grave, whoſe Birth had drawn 
them out of nothing but a little before? 
Does not the Earth continue to take back 
again, without. Diſtinction of Age, what it 
had lent us to conſtitute our Being? Can 1 
be. ignorant that Death which is the Puniſh» 


maent of Sin, ſucceffively. ſeizes on all Men, 


and that none of them can (exempt himſelf 
from it? Have I not ſeen my Neighbours, 
Friends. and Relations go before me but a 
little while ago, and what have I done, and 
what do I. ſtilk every Day do, but haſten 
to the fame Term where they: are arrived? 
Am I not convinced by myſelf of the No- 
thingneſs and Frailty. of Life, which paſſe 
in vain Diſquiets and Uneaſmeſs; of which 
the Courſe, as fwift as that of a Shadow, 
gives me Birth and brings me to Death ale 
moſt at the ſame time? Don't I know, by 
my own Experience that Death, which al. 
ways follow'd me cloſe; has laid a thouſand 

Snares for me by the different Diſtempers 
with which. it has ſo often attack d 175 
by | o 
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Life which the deplorable Series of Miſeries, . 1 
Weakneſſes and Languors that attend it, 
makes rather a continual Death than a true 
Life? How comes it that Iſo. much appre- 
hend the end of my Days, of Which the 
Number: has always increaſed , that of my 
Sins? How comes it that I make it appear 

to thoſe who: are Witneſſes of my Depar- 

ture out of this. World, that Lam. as ſorry 

for it as a Heathen who. has no Hopes of. a 
Reſurrection? That it is with Grief. I ſee 


1 - ,I% 2 
the end of ar That I don” t _ * 2 1 


hold Heaven but with Eyes full of Tears? 
And that being on the Borders: of the Land 


of Promiſe, where the Chriſtian Soul en- and} AJ 
joys a perfect; Peace, eternal Reſt, and an Cyr. Lb; Abb 
Abundance of all Sorts. of Bleſbngs, I ſtill de Mert. 


retain an Affection .for. the diſmal Place. of 

my Exile, and that I. cannot n upon 

myſelf to leave it but by force Z. os. 
Ah!] my Saviour, open the Eyes "of 


4 


Faith that I may ſee my Blindneſs, = Falls, he 


an loving &@ much a.Life, when the.number- st. Aug. 


leſs. AMiRions, with which it abounds, draw | 5 7h 


Tears from the Eyes, of | thoſe who but con- 
ſider them ever = little. Take away. from 
me this low and groveling Heart, that is Rill 
full of the World and its. fleeting. Vanities, 
whilſt thou; calleſt it. to take Poſſeſſion of 
thy Kingdom: Deſtroy in me. this mean a 
ſervile Inclination which makes me {till love So. Pop- 
the Bitterneſs. of the Priſon, of my Body, * 
at the very time thay: n the Ad- 
: vantages. 
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How comes it then to paſs . I am. trou- gt Bafil. | 75 | 
bled, and that 1 ſo much fear the Loſs of- a in 22 kg 
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Chis terawy' Sew ew s, Ge. 
- yantages and Sweetneſs of my Deliverance: 


Lake Compaſſion, O Lord, on my Weak- 


Rom. viii. 
v. 21, 22, 


23. 


neſs, which is inconceivable: What! I am 
convinced that all Creatures ſigh for the 


Manifeſtation of thy Glory which is one 


Day to make ours, and ſhall I fear Death 
that is to be the Paſſage to it? What! I have 


ask'd thee a thouſand and a thouſand times 
the coming of thy Kingdom, and ſhall 1 


Cypr. de 
Orat. 
Dom. 


FS. 
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now fear chat it will — What! I 


know that Death is the Object of the Vows 


and Deſires of a true Chriſtian, becauſe it 


makes them paſs from the Region of Dark- 


neſs to the bright Habitation of the Living; 

and Ahall I ſtill look upon it as the moſt 54 
-midable and cruel of Vall Evils? What! af- 
ter having ſhed ſo many Tears for the un- 


* happy Condition to Which Sin has ſubjected. 
"ORE me, ſhall I fear ſeeing myfelf deliver from 
it, that I may come to God What! I am. 


convinced that Life, after a great deal of La- 
bour and Sufferings, brings us at length to 


Death by the Law of Sin, when on the con- 
trary thro* the Gtace and Mercy of God, 
Death makes us paſs to Reſt and Immorta- 
lity ; and ſhall I ſtill heſitate to receive it as 


bon. Mart. one of his greateſt Benefits What! I know 


that the Saints, of whoſe Happineſs I deſire 
to partake, expected with Patience and Joy 


the Moment of ſecing themſelves diſingaged 


from the Chains of the Body, which indeed 
was not lawful for them to break, but Which 
cdmey endeavour'd' to untie by Degrees by 

 - *the Auſterities of Penance; and ſhall I give 
| a my DNAs: and ſet all Engines 72 
* Ry | 255 
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which prolong my Servitude, and increaſe 
the 3 of my Miſery? What? I feel 
that my Body pines away and conſumes 
every Day, that ir has this long while re- 
fuſed me its Services, and that Geof which 
L force it to render me, 'for the-Eaſe of my 
Pains, (irritate them; and ſhall I ſtill fear to 
ſee myſelf got rid of ſo bad a Servant, and 
to break off Society with ſo afflicting a Com- 
anion? What! the Phyſicians. haye for a 
Pong time look'd upon me as a Man whoſe 
Cure is deſpair'd of, they have very often 
told me that my Diſtemper is without Re- 
medy, and that fri ſure and evident Signs. 
of Death in me, I ought every Day to ex- 
pect it and prepare myſelf for it; and yet 
when I have auy Intervals of Eaſe from 
my Fains, ſhall L Kill: "Hamed en bar 
may Pe ute en ne eee 

Once more, O lord, N I'beſcech — 4 
Compaſſion” of my Weakneſs; comfort my 
Affliction which is extreme; come to my 
Suecour in the overwhelming Agitation I am 


in; free me from the/Neceffities-whichen- Thoma. a 
virort me. I am become burthenſome to 1 Lib, 
myſelf, when I conſider that my Heart, tho? iii. c. 


it lifts itſelf up ſometimes. towards Heaven, 
thro* à Deſire of ſeeing thee,” yet it oops. 
again" Wards the Earth drawn by the Love 
2 has för this Life: Give me the 

wiſhy as oon as poſſible, the End ob ihefe 
Condes Which indanger- my Salvation 3- 
and ſeeing thy Merey prepared me, by 
D many Relapſes into Sick neſs, for my De- 


n parture- 


mee if 1 dandy che Dich - 
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ed me why: thy Coden: to — 4 in —_ 


-- that fatal Moment, why then do:I-ftill look 


back upon it? Why do 1 love the Chains of 


- - this Body that retain me Captive? Since I 
have ſo perfect a Knowledge of the Miſeries 


| St. Ag. 


with which the Life of Man is overwhelm'd ; 
ſeeing. J feel by myſelf; the Straits to which 
they reduce it; [ſeeing I groan, ſo long under 


the Weight of Pain, of which Death is to 


take away all Sentiment from me, how comes 
it then that I fo much fear its Approaches? 
Why do I apprehend the Sight and Entrance 
of the Harbour, where all our Afflictions and 
Pains end? How comes it that I heſitate to 
get over this Paſſage that will be the term of 
my Couiſe, Temptations. and. Conflicts? 

Ah! my God, it is from thy Bounty I 


expect this Victory fo 7 to Nature; 


it is only by the Succour of thy Grace, that 
my Soul can conſent to the Diſſolution of 
this vile Matter, which it animates and loves 


too much. Apply then to me, my Jeſus, 


the Merit of thy Death, in order to ſur- 
mount the Frights of this which threatens 


85 me; deſtroy in me this Apprehenſion that 


Nature prompts me to, and which the Love 
of thee orders me to fight, againſt; make 
me partake in. my. Sufferings of that perfect 
Submiſſion thou ſhewedſt im thine ; it is thou 
alone, who encouraging me to follow thee 
my Maſter and Paſtor, wilt deliver me from 
this inordinate Fear, fo dangerous to Salva- 
tion. Above all, O Lord, become not thy- 
2 ”— Subject of my. Fear: For I ow. 


that. 


deres, 0b it: The Hoke wry — — 
nd. Severity of thy Judgment; ſurpaſſes tho Tertul. 4 
Sentiment — the Miſeries that inconmpaſs Te/f. Ani. 
me, and from which Death is ſoon to de- - x. 
liver me: Become not, I ſay, O Lord, the 

Subject. of my Fear, by pezmitting me to 

be too much terrified by the Number of my 

Sins, and the Rigor of thy Tribunal, where 

I am ſoon to appear; ſhew not thyſelf to i 
me as a Tevenging God, but as. a tender and _—_ 
a charitable Father: Make me forget ts l, 
Sins of my Youth which always come to 
trouble the Peace of my Heart: Repleniſh -- . "Wh 
it with thy Grace in order to calm its Dif- = 
quiets; reproach me no more with my paſt Jab livs 
Folly ; but tell my Soul, that ſhe will not 

be confounded - at thy coming, and that thy 

Merey will be everlaſting in her Favour: 
from her that fatal Fear that cauſes 
Trouble and Deſpair at the Approaches of 

Death but preſerve in her - that filial Fear 

attended. with. Sentiments worthy: thy Goode 3 
neſs; animate her Confidence in thee, and .- 
make her repeat often in her moſt violent 
Pains: Efear not to die, becauſe Jeſus is my 7 
Reſurrection, my Hope and Life: I fear St. . 
not Death that is to ſummon me before his & St. 
Tribunal, becauſe: I have to do with a good . 
Maſter, who, always inclined to Clemency; 

wills my Salvation, and not my Perdition. 

He was propitious to the Prayer of the good 

Thief, whilſt nail'd to the Croſs; he gat 

him an Aſſurance of Paradiſe at the Mo- 
9 his Death; and it is in this ſame 


Mercy 


Exile? When wilt thou break the Chains 
of my Captivity? When wilt thou reunite 


Tobia iii. 


my Doom? My Soul groans in Expectation 

of the ultimate Effect of her Adoption; ſhe 
zs preſs'd and labours with the Deſite of ſee- 
| ing thee; how long will her Pain and Tor- 
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in che Anguiſh of my Departure: How l 
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Mercy I place my Hope in this Day of my 


greateſt Affliction; it is thy Mercy and 
SGrace, which penetrating my Heart with a 
ſalutary 


Favour at thy Tribunal, will procure me, 
before I appear there, an entire Detachment 
from this Life ſo full of Dangers, will in- th 
ſpire me with a Diſguſt for the Conſolations 
of this tranſitory World, will pour on my 
Evils that Unction ſo proper to render them 
aimable, will make the Approaches of Death 
eaſy to me by the ardent Deſire it gives me 
to ſee the Lord, and will make me ſay often 


t 
] 
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h 
E 


wilt thou tarry, O good Jeſus? When wilt 
thou come to let me know the End of my 


my Soul to her heavenly. Spouſe? When 
will ſhe be received into Abrabham's Boſom? 
When ſhall I be Witneſs of thy Glory! 
When ſhall I poſſeſs thee as the Object of 
my eternal Happineſs? Have I not been 
long enough upon Earth? Have I not often 
enough run the Risk of my Salvation? Wilt 
thou leave me longer in the Uncertainty of 


ment indure? When wilt thou conduct her 
to that Place of Refreſhment, Light an 
Peace which ſhe pants after? When wilt tho 
operate, in her Favour, that happy Change 
which ſhe ſo ardently wiſhes? When — 5 


moos «7a pour n r r. —— 
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thou free her from the Fumults of this 


World? When wilt thou take her out of Jeb xiv. 


the Prifon of: the Body to put her in Poſſeſ- 
hon of thy — Whew wilt thou 


hide her in thy Boſom, there to enjoy the 
eternal Reſt bich, ne Nee e in 


9 8 e e ene 
Ah! d Mead key lh each ex- 
bauſted, and ** Grave open — the Eyes 


expect with Impatience ta 


thee ? 


of my Miad, I 
ſee myſelf freed — the Chains of Death 


ind of Sin: It is with Sortow I 
behold n elf ſtill a Slave to that Vanity to 
which all Things are ſubject here below 


this vile and deceitful World is inſupportable 


to me; to live in this Habitation of Death, | 
of which: the Shadow covers already my 


Eyes, is diſagreeahle to me beyond Compa - 
riſon ; ſince thens O Lord, the Ax is al- 
ready laid i to the Rao of the Tree; ſinee 
the Sword that is to finiſh my Days, is al- 
ready, lifted over my Head; ſince 'Life be · 
zins to forſake me, * it is almoſt ſpent, 
and that my Body tends to the Corruption 
of the Grave; then Death and Lare within 
i Hair's Breadch of each other; ſince Ino 


nore expect bot the Stroke that is co — 


molate me to thy fupreme Majeſty, in or- 
ler to cogfammate my Sacrifice, and unite 


me to thee ſor ever incontinently pronounce St. A 


on my Fleſh the Sentence of — Diſſolu- 
tion. 44 3 no more to her Deſires al- 
— contrary to thy Will; give her to un 
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in are taſted, without Piſquiet, the ineffable 
8 weetneſſes of thy Conſolations. Have no 
this Fleſn which riſes againſt the” mortal 
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Give me Courage to deſpiſe Death, which 
thou haſt ſuffer d: on the Croſs, in order to 


rtl ber Eyils, fince'ber Bnd-approaches, and 
that in a little time ſhe muſt be reduced to 


ber ſhe is cah'd to thee who arts her Fa- 
ther and her God; haſten in her Favour the 


foon as poſſible, into that Place of Abode in- 


Body, unworthy and imperfecꝭ as, they are, 


Cu xis TAN SENTIMENTS, Gf; 


a handful of Duſt: But as for my Soul, tell 


coming of thy Kingdom, which is her In- 
heritance and Country; introduce her, a3 


acceſſible to the Miſeries of this Liſe, where- 


Pains that oppreſs it; but render my Soul; 
by the Virtue of thy Grace, ſtedfaſt and 
conſtant in the Submiſſion/ ſhe owes thee: 


animate me not to ſear it ; at leaſt rant me 
to receive it with Thankſgiving in View of 
the great Benefits of which the Virtue of 
thine makes me hope the Poſſeſſion; accept Ref 
in odour of Sweetneſs the little Life that me- 
remains in me, and the Offering I have ſoarde 
Sufferings; fanctify my Death by the Merit - 
of thine, in order to render — ry and WY nity 
agreeable in the Sight of thy Father. Unite; preſ 
the Sacrifice I offer — my Soul and of ] 


to the Oblation thou haſt made- oft thy all 
holy Life, and of thy pure and ſpotleſi 
Blood: It is in this Union that Tdeſire to 
give up my Soul into thy: Hands, penetrated 
N V 25 {+ 160466 wit 
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with Sorrow and Repent 


ceived by my Bap tim. 
A am A illing,- O Lord, to render my Re- 


pentance ee by confeſſing with a La- 


per in Diſobedience to thy 
Comman antalts; 1 the Vows that at- 


tach'd me to thee. I confeſs that I have 


often broke the holy Union which thy ſanc- 


tifying Grace had form'd between iy Soul 
disfigured thy Likeneſs in me 


and ther. I 
WH by reaſſuming the old Man, as the Maxims 
of the World fupyeſted; This is, O Lord; 


what aſflicts, torments, and rends my poor St. a 


Heart. Defer, I beſeech thee, ſtill for ſome 
Moments, the Execution of the Sentence of 
1 Death which thy Juſtice pronounces upon 
ne, as guilty/of High- Treaſon againſt the 
Divine Majeſty, to the end, that penetrated 
by thy Grace, with Bitterneſs and Sorrow 


for my paſt Strayings, I may make a ter 
Reparation for it, and become worthy to 


Taper is an lem and Repreſentation 
1 Majeſty of my God, Holy Tri- 


preſent myſelf before thee Wien che Sweat 
of Death already on my Face, to ask thee 


the Equity: of the Sentence of Death which 
muſt undergo. Thy Mercy has ſeveral 
times deferr*'d the. Puniſhment I deſerved for 
by Crimes; but it is in this Moment that 


epentance not to have 
preſerved that Innocence which” I had re- 


meet thee, in leaving this World with that 
ardent N ED the Light of this 


nity, Father, Son, and Holy Ghoſt, I dare 
ſtiſl Pardon for all the Sins of my Life. Thou 


art Juſt, O my- God, I adore and ſubmit to - 


thy : 
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thy Juſtice is pleaſed to put it in Execution 1 
Grant me Grace — ſatisfy for them t 
| { 

0 


U P * p 
[ <4 * 
4 
\ 


by the Pains of Death, and to end my Life 
in the Kiſs: of thy Love. Suffer, | my 


Jeſus, that in order to continue in the State t: 
1 Jobn i. of Grace, and die in Union and Society a 
with thy Father and thee ; ſuffer, I-fay, that N 

I invoke the Interceſſion and Suff rages of the W t 

Saints, with whom I am united by ſo many d 

Ties: This Deluge of Evils that overwhelms e 

and advertiſes me of my Departure out of 2 

this World, is for them the moſt favourable WM A 
Occaſion to en their n to re in 

my Behalf. | ONT HEY 4 217 lo 
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150 of a CHki 18 TI AN, it his Agony, 
io ibe Interceſſion of the. Saints, lo be- 
91 rect them to obtain" for bim the-power- 
u ul Succour vohith be and " in need 
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'F © of, and 1a.receive big ine 455 clerna va 
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NM Y 8 — Sid of in wh x Soul, 


ſole and all-powerful Mediator of the fat 

1 Tim. ii. Redemption of Men with thy Father, thou of 

=_ - whoſe moſt. pure Blood  rifes- in my Favouſß tisf 
4 before his Throne, and ſpeaks. .efficacioullyM thi 
4 for me, how. thou ſtrengtheneſt my Confi of 
8 dence in this fatal Con. &, I muſt ſoon un apy 
7 mie in giving me at the n of th Blo 


Juſtic 
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Juſtice as many Interceſſors and Patöng 3 
there are Saints that environ it. They de 
fire my Salvation with a perfect Charity, and 


only wait my calling upon them to come 
to my Aſſiſtance: Their Interceſſion will be 


always a formidable Bulwark againſt the Ene- St. Grey 


my of my Soul: Not ſatisſied to have pro- M 
tected her in thy Preſence by their Prayers 
during my Life, they are willing ſtill to 4 
care to receive ber at the Hour of Des 


and to conduct her into the Happy 1 Place of Se. Mar. 97 


| Abode which they inhabtt. 
MM  Lamenting, O Lord, for not Wang fol 
low'd the Examples of Virtue which thi 


had left me, I thall beſeech them to offer St. Amb, 


-W thee their Good-works, in order to fy 
the Deficiency of mine, and I hope that 


thy Mercy * og to m. ; 
Bleſſed” Mary, Mother of m wy Tefii, 17 12 
thou, as Quicert of Angels and 8a 


Tempeſt; where J muſt ſuffer Shipwreck of 


vation, Wbieh chou haſt 2 much at Heart. 
Seeing thou art the Channel of the Graces 
which God grants to Man; ſceing thou art 


ſatisſted for us, to his Father, by the Effofion 
of his Blood; ſeeing this Mediator of Sa- 
tisfaction and Juſtice has received from thee 
this precious Blood, which is'the true Source 
of our Salvation; ſeeing thy Solicitude to 
apply to us the Merit of the fame adorable 
een makes thee — Gy attentive to 
our 


their Merits, grounded on thine, wilt | render - 
ints, whom St. Bern, 
I ſhall firſt call to my Succour in this furious 


every thing, except, as F hope, my Soul's Sal- 


the Mother of Jefus, who has fully p aid and 


by 


FT. 
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oo” 


dur Neceſſities, and gives thee. ſo. great a 
Deſire to procure us the Graces: neceſſary to 
work our Salvation; I hall not loſe Sight of 


thee in the extreme Want Jam in ef thy 
Aſfiſtance. My Trial is ſocn to come on, 


the Actions of my whole Life are to be-can- 


Vas d, 0 
bunal; the Que 


to Rigor, before his Tri- 
buna ion will be, whether I ſhall 
gain or loſe his Inheritance; the Sentence, 


that is ſoon. to be pronounced, will decide my 


and Prayers that the 
thou art the Emblem, addreſſes to God in 


Doom for all Eternity: Seeing thy Throne is 


at the Right-hand of his, be there my power- 


ful Advocate; uſe the utmoſt Diligence in 


my Cauſe; join thy Interceſſion to the Vows 
ers that the holy Church, of which 


my Favour: She ſupplicates him to reple- 


4 L 22 


niſh me with his Graces, to ſupport me in 
my Weakneſſes, and to fill me with Cou- 
rage and Strength to overcome the Ene- 
mies of my Salvation; intereſt thyſelf for 
me to that Purpoſe with Jeſus, and beſeech 


him to deliver me from the Pains which [I 


ſuffer, and from the eternal Death which 1 
apprehend. Since, after thy Son my Saviour, 
9 405 all my Hope in thee, declare thyſelf 
my tender Mother: It is the Name he 
thee whilſt he was on the Croſs, and in the 
Arms of Death; adopt me for thy Child on 
this Bed of Sorrow, where I conſent to par- 
take of his Sufferings, and to die with him; 
render thyſelf propitious to me purſuant to 
his Recommendation of all the Faithful to 
thee. in the Perſon of his Beloved Diſciple, 


of 


"I 


gave | 


St. John. He could not chuſe a Circumſtance! 


\ 


Cu RIST TAN Sri Nb 


of Time and Place more favourable thai tht 
of Mount-Calvury, where, in giving his Bloss t 
and Life for us, he honour'd me wich the 
Title of thy Child; receive me then as the 
Inheritance which he left thee” in cofſum 
mating the Myſtery of dur Redemptiom; 
behold me with Compaſſion and Tendemeſs, 
calling to mind the laſt Words that my Sa- 
viour addreſs'd to thee in order to recom- 
mend me to thy Protection and Care; think” 
me not unworthy thy Adoption which will = 
always be glorious and ſalutary to me, nog ] 
that T bear a dolorous Reſ-mblance with: oy St. A2 2 


adorable 'Sorr; Thou remainedſt ſtedfaſt an 
conſtant at the Foot of his Croſs, to be 
Witneſs of the mortal Pains he there in- 6 
tured for my Salvation; obtain for me, 1 
beſeech thee, the Application of the Virtite Eceleſ, in 
of his Sufferings, in beholding mine; affiſt 2 
at my Death to procure me the Merit 6f 
that which Jefus has ſuffer'd for me. Offer 


fy. . 


to thy Son the Anguiſh with which th 


1 Heart was penetrated in ſeeing him on the 
1 Cross, in order to ſupply the Grief with 
, Wybich mine ought to be pierced at the Re 5 : 

f Wiembrance- of its numberleſs Offences, 9 

e Wie the Bitternefs with which my Soul wil 


de fll'd at the Approaches of my ſaſt Agony; 
obtain, by th Prayers, that ſhe may find her 
Reſt in the Farefing of my Saviour, and 
thar his ſacred Wounds may be to her . 
Place of Retirement at the terrible Moment | 
ef her Separation from my Body. 
Canſt thou, Holy Virgin, refuſe me theſe 
Py Succours it is eaſy for thee 
to 


— 
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to procure me, thou, who haſt, carried in 


thy Womb the Incarnate Word? Wilt thou 


St. Bern. 


triumph at her Peidition. I throw myſel 
thy Mediation; hearken to my Vows and 


Sighs, conſider my Groans. and Tears; pro- 
- cure me, in departing this World, the favour- 


in Poſſeſſion of the Glory which thou en 


Tefule to open for me the Baſum of thy 
Charity, which is the Refuge of Sinners, 


the Strength of thoſe, who Fight, the Health 


of the Sick, and Joy of the Dying? Be 
then my Reconciliation with God; be my 


Sanctuary in the Preſence of my Judge; 
ſupport me by thy Protection at his Tribu- 
nal; moderate the Rigor of it by thy Cre- 


dit, turn not thy Looks from thy poor Child, 


who is in the greateſt of Tribulations. Ihe 
Holy Church has reconciled me with thy 
4 * but there is no Effort but what the 


Devil makes, there is no Snare but what he 


lays for me to withdraw me from that happy 
State, and render me an Aſſociate of his 
Misſortunes. Behold, O my tender Mother, 
What cauſes Trouble and Diſquiet in my 


Soul. Save her, I. beſeech thee, from the 
Hands of her Enemies; let her not ſuffer 
Shipwreck under thy Eyes, nor let the Devil 


into the Arms of thy Mercy, I hope all by 


: 


able Looks of thy Son, my. Saviour, and en 


gage him, by thy powerful Credit, to put me 


OVYClz .. 11 DIED =. 73 
, 0 Glorious Patriarch St. Jeet h, faithfu 
Guardian of the Humanity of Jeſus Chriſt 
thou, Who after having been the Comfort 
and Support of the Holy Virgin Mary in hel 
2 pa. s Fatigues 


% 
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Vati es, didſt expire in the moſt He: 
Manner that ever Mortal did, in the Arms 
of Jeſus and Mary, declare thyſelf my De- 


fender, as I am now deſtitute all human 


Succourq come to receive, in theſe precious 
Moments, my laſt Gaſp.;; obtain the Grace 
for me to die like thee the Death of the 
Juſt, and guide my Soul in the hop: » 
Heaven where thou inhabiteſt. 

O all ye Saints in Heaven, wboſe Fide- 
lity in loving God and Zeal in promoting 
the Salvation of Men, have made you In- 


* 


habitants of that happy Place of Abole, 248 55 17 


1 beſeech you, attentive to my Miſeries: To 
who know by Experience the Frailties and 
Infirmities of human Nature, aſſiſt me in 
this ſorrou ful Condition J am in. You rer 
member that the Holy Church, in ſeeing 
you perfecuted for her Cauſe, and that of 
Jeſus Chriſt her Spouſe, begg'd of God in 


her Prayers, to ſupport you in your hard 427 oh 


Trials: Now that you enjoy the Reward of 
your Labours and Pains, think it not un- 
worthy of your Glory to make Interceſſion 
for the Salvation of my poor Soul. Call to 
mind that Day of Jubily which my Con- 
verſion cauſed in Heaven, and may the Re- 
membrance of that Joy of the Ade which 
occaſion'd an incredible Vexation to the 
Devils, render you attentive to the Gnares 
they lay for me, to the Dangers that ſur- 
round me, and to the Uncertainty Jam in 
to come off Victorious. Employ, on your 
Side, all your Credit to obtain from our com- 
mon Saviour the Grace to protect and ſup- 


Rs port 


ie SexTinnnTs; Er. 


port me to ad latwBreath in the W ay uf 
Salvation. Be mindful of me in the Pre. 
ſence of © Lord, and offer your Prayers 
er. before his __ in my Favour, /, 

I hope for this Attention and eder 
from your perfet Charity with ſo much the 
more "Tonk ence, that your - Suffrages will 
have a happy Succeſs at 25 Bar of my Judge, 
St. Anz. as he now ſees me fortified by the Sacra- 
5 ments of the Holy Church, ſupported by 

her Prayers, honour'd by the Preſence of 
my Saviour, made Partaker of his Suffer- 
ings, weaned by the Virtue of his Grace 
from this World which is going to periſh 
for me, and in Expectation of the Execu- 
tion of the Sentence of Death, which I ac- 
_ cept with all my Heart in Satisfaction far 
ttzhe Sins of my whole Life. | 
It is true, that to deſerve to have you at 
the Hour of my Death the zealous ; 5 | 


1 "iS tors of my 2 l have been 
| during my Life a faithfu itator of your 
ap 4 Wirres But my Soul, pierced with the moſt 
lively Sorrow for its Infidelities in not cor- 
reſponding with God's Grace and following 
your Example, dares ſtill promiſe herfclf that 
ou will have regard to her, and that the 
3 you wll of her Repentance will engage = | 
St. Chry/, to employ your powerful Credit in her Fa- 
. vour at the Tribunal of her Judge. Addreſs 
then, I beſeech you, your united Prayers 
and Interceſſion to him, and endeavour to 10 
appeaſe his Juſtice by offering him the Me- in 
on bo y_ Good- works for me. 
e Give = D 


"a "A TT "F<. a ö 
; FL, 


Ciizior) (Aw SEXTIMENTS, Sr. 2218 
Give me this last | Mark « of th Charity, MW . 
thou in particular, O holy St M whoſe 
Name I have the Honour to bear; preſerve 
me always' under thy' Protection, tho” very 
unworthy of it. I confide in thy ſpecial 
Care oVer my Soul, as thou haſt been given 
me in Baptifm for a Patron. With Sorrow 
T confeſs how far J have been from living 
according to thy 20d Example; but obtain 
for me from the the God of Mercies the Grace 
to imitate | thy Patience in my Sufferings, a 
Humility like thine at the Sight of my Sins, 
and a perfect Submiffion in The mortal Sage 
to which it pleaſes God to reduce m. 
O Spfen Archangel St. Michael, Prince: - 
of the heavenly Hoſt, thou whom God has* ; 
appointed Protector of the Faithful, cone Eccl. in 
now to ſupport and preſerve me in the State of. 
of Grace wherein his Mercy; I hope, has. 
placed me: Thou art the zealous Defender « 
of his Glory; : it is thou who haſt overcome, 
and even drove out of Heaven the Enemy: ©. 


of it; come to defend me from his Fury; Wal : 


oppoſe thyſelf to the Efforts of the Devil, 
kaffle his Deſigns, preſerve me from We 
Snares he lays for me in the terrible Way 
E am to paſs from this Earth to Heaven; be 
Spectator of the Conflicts 1 undergo, and 
ſupport me thro? that 'ZeaF which animates 
thee, that I may come off Victorious; pre- 
ſide at my Death, receive my Soul” depart- 

ing my Body, affiſt her by thy Prayers: be- 

fore the Tribunal of her 8 baniſh the Apoc. ail. 

Devil from it who dares threaten to become | 
where 2 Trl Accuſer 3 ſaffer” not that he 
e L 3 ſhould 


moe . «T7 re in, me that - ap - 
_ pertains. to him, and with which he may 
charge me. int that dreadful Moment; obtain 
fer me the Grace to renounce all his Work 
. Aub. that he may retire dumb and,. confounded in 
3 his Pretenſtons; preferve me, by thy Credit, 
= from the Place of Darkneſs, which this 
_ _ | Wretch inhabits, and conduct me into the 
* reſplendent Place of Abode which the Good- 
neſs of God promiſed to our Fathers, that I. 
Fan for ever bleſs. bim in Concert with the. 
Ws iS 
O my good An 1 faithful Guatiias of 
my Soul, 8 Guide of my Salvation, 
how often have I grieved thee in the Exer- 
ciſe of thy Commiſſion over me] Far from 
48 following thy wholefome Advices ;. far from. 
Walking in the Way of Tanocence where, 
thou haſt taken care to guide me. by thy In- 
ſpirations, I paid not due Reſp off N 
Counſels, * refuſed to follow the holy 
Paths which thy Charity ſhew'd me. Par- 
don me, O holy — for the bad Uſe L 
made of thy Favours 3- . me my num 
Fs berleſs Infidelities: May thy Zeal for my 
4 'F Salvation,” engage thee to 4 Mercy for me 
1 before the Throne of God where thou aſ- 
vj ſiſteſt. I want thy Protection more than 
ever; ſeeing I am foon to appear there to 
hear the Sentence that will decide my Doom. 
Continue, I beſeech thee, to be there my 
5 Defender; preſent there my Pains, Tears, 
Sighs and Prayers; grant by thy powerful 
Credit that the Tribunal of my Judge may 
be 1 to me the Moment: that; thow 
11201 f eonducteſt 


ks 


* 


cantsxiax S rin zvrs, G. 5 223 | 


conducteſt my Soul thither; "'redouble, I St. Max- 
pray thee, thy Care in her Favour ; protect . 
her in the hard and Violent Sonflicts that the  - 
is to ſuſtain againſt the Pains of Death, and 
Powers of Hell; diſperſe the Spirits of Dark-' St. Epbr. 
neſs, permit not that they ſhould preſent. 
themſelves before me to trouble. the Peace 
of my Soul by their borrible Viſions, and 
threathing Figures; be her faithful Guide in 
the terrible Munch which the is to make 
from Time to Eternity; obtain Courage for St. au 
her to walk with thee in thoſe 9995 which ##. in vite | 
are unknown to her, and where ſhe ſo much St. es iis 
fears to enter; deſtroy in her that Appre- i 
henſion fo little conformable to her Intereſt, 
and the Orders of God who calls her out * 
this World: Caſe her Diſquiets by ſhewing . 
her Heaven; yet ſignify to her that ſhe cah- 
not get there but by accepting Death wich 
the fame Sentiments her 7 had, in ſub: 
mitting to it on the Croſs; that is to ſay, 1 . 
ought after his Example, to offer myſelf as a © 
Victim, to honour the ſupreme Majeſty of | .... 
3 and appeaſe his Anger by the wh .* 
tary Diſſolution of my Body: Take there- 1 = 
fore, O my charitable Protector, Compaſ® - nl 
ſon on my Weakneſs; raiſe my Courage to 1 
make the Ordinances of God triumph over 
the Sentiments of Nature, animate me to k. 
diſcharge myſelf of the heavy Load of car- St. 42 18 
nal Deſires out of Love for my God; vouch- 1 
ſafe that I may be mindful of nothing but 
his Pleaſure, and that I may be content to 
die, becauſe he 10 ordains it. 


8 - 1 55 : Come 


Ca+R15T1AN SENTIMENTS, Qn 
Come then; my. good Angel, come as. 


ſoon as poſſible to break my Chains and. 


finiſh the Hardſhips of my Paſſage; advance, 
- if pollble, the End of my Exile; deliver 
my Soul from, the Servitude of this Body, 
_ of which, the Miſeries inceſſantly increaſe; 
withdraw her from the Obſcurity of this Pri- 
ſon where ſhe has ſo long groan'd, and carry 
her into the celeſtial 1 7 of which, | 
the Inhabitants enjoy an immutable.and ever-. 
. laſting LAY ie . 
DO O faithful, Companion of my Pilgrimage 


nn this Life: O charitable Affiſtant of my 


Labours in the Way of Salvation; thou, 
whoſe glorious Title of Servant of Jeſus, 
Chriſt our common Mafter, forms with me 
- 16 happy and ſalutary an Union, give Teſti- 
mony to this Divine Saviour of my laſt Diſ- 
poſitions, and join thy Prayers. to mine, to. 
beg his Grace that I may be enabled to finiſh, 
my Days in theſe Chriſtian Sentiments with 


os 


15 3 w hich he pies me 3. obtain from his Mercy, 


that my Soul, at her Departure from my: 
Body, may go to reſt in Peace ;. that by ex- 
piring in Reſt, I may Sleep, the Sleep of 
Peach that this Reſt may be ſecure, and. 
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1 H E Motive of colleing i hs. 
5 Rl following Sentences was to- 
G2] repreſs the Licentiouſneſs with 
RES which ſome People ſpeak of 
a future State, to the great Scandal 'of . 
the Weak, and Detriment of Chriſti- 
anity in General. Beſides, the Vollies.. 
of Oaths, Curſes and Imprecations'+ 
echoing in every Street and utter'd in bs 
publick and private Companies, even by Ke 
ſuch as one would think ought to be; 
convinced of the 'difmal Conſequence of: - 
them, give me Room to believe that 
their Faith is dead, if not intirely cor- 
rupted, with regard to the Happineſs or 
Miſeries of the other World: For ſurely. - 
no Chriſtian 'in his Senſes would ' wiſh + 
Damnation to himſelf, às is frequently 
done, or even to his greateſt Enemy, if 
his Faith was intize- and 80 with Re- 
ſpect to the everlaſting Joys of Hs ; 
I . 


? * 


* ee b ee. , 
os "a eternal Horror, Confufion and Pains 
of Hell. As for Purgatory it is made 
ſo little of by ſome, that you will often 
hear them ſay, they would be glad to 
get there; becauſe then their Salvation 
would be ſecure: Others tell you awed 
would rather ſuffer. there than here; and 
_ thei} © Hanks an not to fay Wickednefs, 
carry a great many of them ſo far as 
not to read the Pſalter of Jeſus, becauſe, 
in one of. its Petiions, we beg of God 
to grant us here our Purgatary, not con- 
Hidering, that the. Souls there detain'd 
bear the Weight of God's Juſtice as. the. 
Damn'd do .in Hell:: With this Diffe- 
rence, that the Pains of Hell are eter- 
nal and thoſe of Purgatory. but tempo. 
vary. In order therefore to. open the. 
Eyes. of their Faith, with Reference to 
the three ahoadunantants. Places, viz: 
Heaven, Hell and Purgatory, I ſet be- 
fore them: the conſtant Tradition of the. 
> Catholick Church thereupon, as couch'd 
in the Writings of the Holy Fathers, 
and if it ſhould have the deſired Effect 
on my Reader, I. ſnall look upon my- 
of as well e r WE Te 
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On HEAVEN, HELL and 
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MEA VEN isa place. of Gere Cie Mi 
nity, and a"Paradiſe of Plea- Porret. 4 | 
ſures. Serm. xxvli. Sup. Canti 
+ WEL Heaven... . is the Seat Hugo. a: W 
: of God, the Place of Ang St. Vickorc. | 
2nd Holy Souls. Lib. iv. de Propriet. cap. ii 
3. In the heavenly Kingdom there will be 80 St, Hug. 
Sorrow: no Labour there, no Pain, no Death, 
bun a perpetual Health always perſeveres, | 
4+ TIO: 


1 e = no 7 "OY 
at. 60 Infirmſty, no Neceflity at all. 

\ There. will be no Hunger there, no 
＋ Birſt, no Cold, no Heat, no Wearineſs of 


* Falling, no Temptation of the Enemy, no 


Will to Sin, no Poſſibility of dfiading, but 
Joy and Exultation will poſſeſs all. 
6. Nothing more magnificent than bigs ; 
Kingdom, nothing more glorious, nothing. 
more bright, nothing more fair, nothing 
more true, nothing more ſincere than that 
Goodneſs, nothing more copious than that 
Abundance. de Vanitate Seculi. cap. 2. ante 
medium, Pag. 647. lit. a. Tom. ix. 
28 Q holy City, O fair City! Whatever 
is d thee, is all fair, ſweet, Meant It is 
one good, and all good is in it... . What- 
ever good I can name all is there. All there 
contemplate, all rejoice, all delight in God, 
whoſe Aſpect is holy, whoſe F. ace is reſ-. 
plendent, and Diſcourſe ſweet: He is de- 
lightful to behold, ſweet to poſſeſs, it pleaſes - 
always to. behold bin always to have him, 
always to enjoy him, and delight in him. de 
Spiritus & Anima. cap. 57. ” 
8. Let us contemplate what the Choirs of 


- Angels ace, what the Society of Holy Spirits, | 
wWahat the a 3 > the Viſion, of God is: 


None in:this Life can ſufficiently conſider how 
5 2 the Happineſs is to ſee God Face to 
Face; how great the Sw eetneſs is to heat that 
angelical Melody, how great the Pleaſure is 


to enjoy the Company of the Saints, ibid. 


9. All Happineſs, all Sweetneſs, all Plea- 
fare, al Charms, all 5 is there. What 
81 | ever 4 


4 


an n 
* . 


Huy Ex rir wat) G 


ever is agrecable; - whatever dengkes ts there; 
that is to ſay, all Riches and Delights, all! 
Reft and Comfort are there. id. 5 
10. O vital Life, happy Life, ſecure Lite, 
quiet Eife, fair Life, unſpotted Life, chafte/ 
Life, holy Life, Life exempt from Death, 
void of Sorrow, Life without Spot, Wine 
out Pain, without Anxiety, without Cor- 
ruption, Life without Conſuſion, without 
Viciflicude and Change, Life moſt full-of _ 
Elegance and Dignity. In Medit. c F. eh 
11. O moſt Pappy Life! O 
truly happy, void of Death, without nds * 
Where there is a continual Day without 


Night, where there is no contradicting Ad- 


verſary, no Allurement of Sin, where there 
is a perfect Love and no Fear, where there. 
is an eternal Day, where God is ſeen Face 
to Face, and the Mind is plentifully't fatisfied 
with this Food of Life. bid. 

p 12. There are heard Oy of Ange gel. 

inging Hymns; there the ety of hea- 
_— BT ng there the Solent. of all 
returning to Joy from this forrowfyl Pigri- 
ma . 

. 3. There the Choir of inſpired: Prophets, 
there the glorious Company of the twelve 
Apoſtles, there the conquering Army of in- 
numerable Martyrs, there the facred Aﬀem- . 
bly of holy Confeffors, there the true and 
perfect Monks, there holy. Women, wh 
avercame the Pleaſures of the World anc 
the Weakneſs of their Sex: The Glory of 
each is different, but "8 Joy of 148 . 
Won. 191d. cap. 23. 33 ho paws 

| ' 14, There- 


* The Doc r RINA of the; 


City: Where it c | 
| with, God, to hve of God. de Cantico Novo. ; 


1 15 Þ that heavenly, Court the Plenitude 
of all Good is perfectly in all. There, the 
HT EI... 


; 14. There the Underſtanding is without 


Error, the Memory without Forgetfulneſs, 


the Thought without Diſtraction, Charity 
without Diſſimulation .. . . Strength without 


Weakneſs, Health without Pain, Life without 


Death, Facility without. Impediment, Full- 
neſs without Loathing, and a perfect Health 
without Diſtemper. de Diligenda Deo. cap. 18, 

15, There is infinite Joy without Sad- 


neſs ... -. Light without Darkneſs, Life 
without Death, all Good without any Evil. 


There Youth never grows old, Life knows 
no End, Beauty never fades, Love never. 


. 


ads cold, Health never decays, Joy never: 


reaſes, becauſe there the chief Good is in 
our Poſſeſſion. de Solilog. Anime. cap. 35. 
16. Run faſt the right Way, for it — 
you to your Country: To that Country, 
vrhoſe Citizens are the Angels, whoſe Tem- 
ple is God, whoſe Splendor is the Son, whoſe. 
Charity is the Hoy hoſt : Holy City, happy 
elights to ſee God, to live. 


cap. 10. 


17. There are ſo many and great Joys there, 


that all the Arithmeticians in this World 
could not number them: Nor all the Geo- 
metricians meaſure, nor Gramarians, Logi- 
cians, Rhetoricians, or Divines explain them. 
Lib. vii. Compen,, Theolog. Veritat. cap, 31. 
18. God will be. there a Mirror to the 
Sight, a Harp to the Hearing, Honey to the 


Taſte, Balm to the Smelling, 13:4. 
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Virgin will rejoice ſeeing the Merit of the. 
holy Widow. The Widow will exult for 
the Privite of Chaſtity beſtow'd upon the 


Virgin... he Conſeſſos will be . Are 


bes the Triumph of the Martyr. The 
Martyr will leap 7 r Toy y for. the Prize gain 'd 

by the Confeſſor. 

the Patriarch for his pious Converſation. 

The Patriarch will be tranſported. with Joy, 
for the Faith and. Eore- knowledge of the 


Prophets. The Apoſtles and Angels will re. 
joice for the Merit of all their. Inferiors. AIL 


the Inferiors will be glad for the Glory and 
Crown of their e in Solig. cap. 4. 
20. The Rewards of the Salle are fo. 


great, that IT, cannot be meaſured. So. | 


manifold, that they cannot be number d. 
copious, chat they cannot be bounded. Sox 
precious, that the cannot be N Lib. 
vii. Compen. T heolog. Veritat. cap. 331 
21. If we but 12 2 nh what 4205 10 
great the Things are, which are promiſed to 


us in Heaven, all earthly Things become $6 | l 
deſpicable to us. Hom. xxxvii.. Sup. Evang. Mag. || 


22. The Way to Heaven is narrow to. 
the Few that. chufe it, but eaſy to All that 


love it. Serm. ix. de Verbis Dom. St. 4 


23. Neither the Glory of this World, 
the Multitude of — 4 the Nobility of 
Birth, Science, Wiſdom; © nor Eloquence 
being us to the Kingdom of Heaven; but 
Grace, Virtues and Good-works, Serm. xxili- | 
ad Fratr. in Eremo. . 

24. If we are willing to attaih abend 
i is adſolately necellary* that we ſhould mor- 


tif 


2 4 


he Prophet will. praiſe 


7 7 1 


| wn [| 


24 The Doran 1 
_tify the Paſſions of the Fleſh. Lib. iv. in 
27 Reg. cap. 5. 

The Kingdom of Haden Lulfers Vio- 
lends Unleſs thou doſt Violence to thyſelf, 
8 Hieron. thou ſhalt.not obtain i it. Ep. xxii. ad Euftach, 

| 26. There are different Manſions in the 
Kin gdom of Heaven ſuitable to the Merits 
of 19 5 one: For the Diverſity of Works, 
makes the Diverſity of Rewards: As each 
one {hall have diſtinguiſh'd himſelf here with 
Sanctity, ſo ſhall he ſhine there with Ho- 
nour and Glory. Tom. iv.” Ep. 1. ad Demetr. 
27. If he is a Fool, who gives, his Life for 
1 Farthing, he is a much greater Fool, who 
St. Bona- gives eternal Life for any tranſito Thing 
vent. whatſoever, Serm. ii. Dom. 12. poſt Pent. 
28. 80 great is the Beauty of eternal 
Light; ſo 'exorbitant the Happineſs and Re- 
ward of the celeſtial Paradiſe, fo exalted the 
DNionyſius. Dignity of the beatificat Viſion of the moſt 
Carthus. » glorious Trinity, that tho“ we were to en- 
joy them but for one Hour, it would be 
1 * #4 Worth our while to labour for them a thou- 
_fand 8 even to the al of _ 
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| Hugo. E 1 L is a Place it ain, m 


Card, II where Souls are puniſh'd by perpe- 
| tua] Fire. Sup, Num. cap. 16. 

2. In Hell the Reprobate will be ſaluted 

with the frightful Repreſentation of all their 


* 
4 
= 
4 * 1 
! = 
| by . 
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N 
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paſt Crimes, which will be to them more bitter: 
and tormenting than all their other Forments. 


. That Death in Hell ought rather to be St. Aug. 


4 d eternal Death than Life. Becauſe there is 
no greater nor worſe Death; than when Death 
does not die. Lil. vi. De Civit. Dei. cap. 12. 

4. The Lake of Hell is full of Darkneſs, 
Diſcord; Hatred, F olly, Miſery, Turpitude, 
Bittermels, Offence, Burning, Hunger, Thirſt, 
inextinguiſhable Fire, Sadneſs, perpetual Re- 
venge, and of all unſpeakable Evils which 


cannot be expreſs d nor —_— de Tripl. 
Habit. cab. 1. he} . 


1 
* 3 
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8 in the Lake of eternal Miſery nothing 


- 
ma 


is ſeen, nothing felt, but what diſpleaſes; 


offends, and torments. hid! Sab finem, &c 


6. In Hell there is intolerable: Hungers 6 
Thirſt, Stink, Fear, Anguiſh, Darkneſs: 
The M of the Torméater, Preſence 

erocity of Wild Beaſts, Oruelty. 


of Devils, 


of Executioners, 2 of never-dying 
Worms. bid. ca WAL 


7. In Hell there 15 the Wort of Con- St. 3 


ei Tears of Fire, Signs, Miſeries, 
Pain without Remedy, Chains without being 
loofed; eternal Death, Puniſhinent! without 


End, the Abſehce of Cbriſt as to his Viſion: - 


which alone exceeds all the above Torments,: 

and is more intolerable than all other Puniſh- 

ments put together, .{bid. 
38. The Food of the Damn'd Stra 


and their Manſion is with the Devil: Where 


there is no Conſolation, but Pain, no Reſt, 
but re Where there is no Re- 
* ftireſhment, 


4 
* 
* 


* 
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freſhiment, but always Flames : Where there 


is no Light, but MN e n ili. 


Ob * Defunct. 


Fell is wide, and; has no Bounds, f it is 


| dren and has no bottom; it is mſatiable,. 
full of a never-abating Heat, of intolerable, 


Stench. In that Place all Miſery, Darkneſs, 


no Order, an eternal Horror, no Hope of 


Good, no Deſpair of Evil; but all Evil that 


can be imagin'd, will be eternally preſent to 


the Damn'd. Serm, xxvi. ad Fratr. in Eremo. 
. In Hell Pain perſeveres that it may 
afflict, and Nature continues that it may. 


feel: And therefore neither of them fails, 


leſt Puniſhment ſhould have an End. Lib. 
xx. de Civit. Dei. cap. 28. 

11. In Hell Men will not be Haid to ies 
tefore, and after Death, but always in Death, 
and therefore never 9. 25 nor ever Dead, 
but dying e 5 5 de Civit. 
n HF» 

12. "The Fire of Hell will Fam ays 1 
and never ſhine, always burn and never be 


_ confumed,.always affect and —_ End. 105 


N N cap. 15. 


13, In Hel the Donate. ate: 100 be tor= 


2 for Millions cf Millions of, Years,. 


and never to be deliver:d ; Where neither 
he that torments, is ever tired; nor be that 
is tormented, ever dies. There is an into- 


lerable Pain, a horrible Fear, an abomnia- 


ble Stink, Death of Soul and Body, with- 


out Hope of Pardon or Mercy : But they 


ſhall ug die there that they may always lives 
*. geen dying. Lib. Medit. cap. 21 a 
- 14 n. 


Hor FaAT HTA, Sc. 

k In Hell a devouring Flame will burn 
thoſe whom carnal Pleaſure © has polluted; 
and the infinitly wide Mouth of Hell de- 
vours theſe whom vain Glory has e 
Lib. xxvi. Moral. cap. 39. 


15. Every Sinner in Hell will 10 WS in 
Pununtnt, who was Fooliſh in Guilt ; be- 


St. Greg. 
M.. 2. 


cauſe being there conſtrainꝭd by Pain he will 5 


open his Eyes to Reaſon, which he had ſhut 


here whilit given to Pleaſure. id. 0 


xxvi. cap. 22 

16. There they aſh from the Coldneſs of 
Snow, to the Heat of Fire, and both into- 
Hlerable. There all are burnt, and gnaw'd 
and conſumed with Worms; no Voice, no 
Sound is heard there but wo, wo, wo, wo: 
The Diabolical Executioners torment and ate 


Jikewiſe tormented, and there never will be 


any End of, or Remedy for their Torments. 
Such is Hell, and a thouſand times worfe, 
Lib. W. te Anima: cap. 13. 


Hug 


— 
. 


17. In Hell a Damn'd Soul finds a double St, Nals 


Puniſhment: For he is burnt in Fire, and 
entirely loſes the Kingdom of. Heaven, which 


is a greater Puniſhment than the Torment 


of Flames. Hom. xxiv. Sp. Math. [5 

18. The Region of Hell, is a dan Re- 
gion and much to be fear'd, a Land of Af- 
fliction, Forgetfulneſs, Miſeries; Darkneſs, 


Whirlwind and Smoke, a Land of Maledic- 


tion and Death. There is a Fire that can- 
not be extinguiſh'd : A Worm that doss not 


die, and at the ſame time horrible cold... 


, 


St. Per. 


Damian. 


There will be weeping and gnaſhing of Lecth. 


Wh and moaning : An nn WM 
V 


St. are ll 


* The Dora ide of tht 


Eyils will torture the Wicked without Bir 
| Serm.. hx. de &. Nical. 1 
St. Theoph. . 1g. Hell is never fill'd with the Do. 


. Paſchal. iii. 

20. In Hell there ſhall he No Shoe BP oY 
ſhall not have its proper Torment, There 
the Proud ſhall be fill d with all Confuſion; 
and the Covetous ſhall be ſtreighten'd with 
moſt miſerable Want. There one Hour of 
Suffering hall be more ſharp than an hun- 
dred Years here ſpent in the moſt 2 Pe- 
NANCE, Lib. i 1 De Imit. Ghrift. cap 


XR Aujeds | 21. It is certain that the Wicked © Mane | 


. will be tormented in Hell, and the Good 
alone will be cheriſh'd in Heaven. de Simi- 

ditud, cap. 10 O0. 428 
22. Asin this World dyo dins bound moſt, 
Luxury and Avarice: So. in Hell there are 
two Puniſhments which torment moſt, that 
is Heat and Cold, Serm. Dam. xx. poſt Trinit. 
St. Ag. 23. If after as many Millions of Years 


ads there were Hairs on the Heads of all thoſe 


12 * who have been, and ſhall be, the Reprobate 
+ could hope their Puniſhments ſhould have 
an End, they would bear them much eaſier; 

but becauſe they neither have, nor ever ſhall 

have wi Hopes, they wil fall into Deſpair, 

and will not be able to bear their Torments. 

In Hell they will ſee thoſe black Monſters 
of Devils with their frightful Faces, they 
+... will tee the Flames of Hell, and their Fo 
lowers in Torments, but they never will ſee 

God, which of all i * tha net. 


en & Anim. cap. 56, | 


24. Why 


Alex. But the more it receives, the more it craves. 


AW. LEN od al am. m . ..ocl at a cc ac... | 


1 TP 


* 


Hoy: Ks THERS, Or. | 


24: Why is Death ſought for in Hell, but 
Is not found ? Becauſe thoſe to whom Life 
is offer'd in this World, but Will not accept 
of it, in Hell ſeek Death, and * find 
. 2 i. Dedicat. Ecchiſ. 1 4 | 
8 O Death how ſweet e thou St. Ber, | 
_ be to thoſe to whom thou haſt been ſo nardinus, 
bitter ; there they will earneſtly wiſh fox thee Senens. 
alame who have ſo violently W . ont 
alone. Sap. Apacal:; cap. 15, N 

26. Nothing ſo available for extirpating St. Pes. 
Voluptuouſaeſs from the Heart, as the conti- Damian. 
nual Remembrance of Hell. Serm. l. & 2 
S. Nicol. 

27. Seriouſly 1 : whine: a Misfortune St. Profs * | 
it is, to be excluded from the Joy of be- per. null il 
holding God; to be. deprived of the moſt | 
holy-Society 'of all the Saints; to be bas - 

niſh'd ee the celeſtial Kingdom; to die 
to a happy Life, and live to an everlaſting TRY 
Death; to be. expell'd into everlaſting Fire 
with the Devil and his Angels; where their 
preſent State is an eternal Exile, and Life 
à Puniſhment to the Damn'd : Not to per- Y 
ceive in that Fire what enlightens, but to 
feel what torments; to ſuffer the terrible 
Crackings of an  ever-raging Conflagration; 
to be blinded with the ſharp Smoke of a 
ſmothering Dungeon; to be ſunk in the 
bottam of overflowing, Flames; to be torn 
b devouring Worms, and that during all 
Eternity. L 7785 iii. 158 as e Fs 185 
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Sk. Vince. 
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EFerar. 


St. Amb. * 


St. Anton. 


EY ey 


St. Bona- x. TP HE- Fi ire of Purgatory is a material 


Fire, wherein the Souls only of the 

Juſt, who have not done -condign” enance 

2 made full Satisfaction in this Life are to 
ſuffer. Part. vii. Breævi Log. cap. 2. 


. The Fire of Purgatory 8, hore What 


is not purged here, will de purged. Sup. 
Math, cap. 3. 
3. Purgatory is a Prison, wherein our 
Friends, and Relations are deten Fart. 
iv. 5 2. pro Defundt, _ 
4. Purgatory is a Place full of Fir ire, 
Alen thro' the Divine Power torments 
Souls more, than if they were in a hery 
renner Port. i. Serm, Dom. Senageſ. 
5. As Gold that is made courſe * a Mix- 
ture of other Metals, is *purged by Fire: 


So the Dead are cleanſed by the Fire of 


Purgatory from the Droſs, which they had 
contracted by world] * Actions. Sup. Shocal. 
rap. 21. 

700 When Souls pate from their Bo- 
dies carry any Infection along with them, 
they go to a Place of temporal ra een. 
Hart. i. Tit. 5. cap. 

Vou muſt know that when a Soulf departs 
gi the Body, if it be not fully purged, 
and free from all Fault, and Debt of Puniſh- 
ment, it is not fit to enter the Kingdom of 
Heaven: But there is a middle Place, which 
is call'd Purgatory, where ſhe is order'd to 


fuffer a temporal I urification. Tbid. cap. 5. 


3 


r eee. eee Iii 


* 


Hory FarhH ns, Cc. 
8. The Souls in Purgatory fuffer four dif- 
ferent Pains. The. # ii proceeds from be- 
ing deprived of the Viſion of God for a 
time. The Second from the Inſults and Sight 
of the Devil. The Third from the For-. --- 
ments of material Fire. The Fourth from || 
the Conſideration of their being ; © RIM _— 
on Earth. Ibid. cap. 5. 1 1 
9. As under the Ems Fite Gall Mins. 
and Straw ſmokes :. So the fame Fire both. 
torments the Reprobate, and purges! the 
Elect. art. i. Nit. 8. c e. 
10. Altho' the Fire of Purgatoryibe "IDEN Ange 
Eternal, yet it is violent to a wonderful De- | 
gree: For it ſurpaſſes all the. Pains, which; 1 
any one has ever ſuffer'd in this Life... | 
4 reat Pain never was ſuffer d in the Flem 
Purgatory, tho' the Martyrs have ſuf _ / 
fer d wonderful Torments, and a great man 
wicked Perſons have ſuffer'd exquiſite Puk of 
niſhments. de vera & falſa Pœnit. cap. 18... © | 
13,” That Fire of Purgatory will _ Wa 
vebendent; than any Paias that can be feeny. 
thought' of, or felt in this Life. Sefm, f aha nl 
Na an, nn M 
nd Kavethis earthly e * St. Bin ſl 
not yet to obtain the heavenly Habitation is 4 
an intolerable AMiction, and an eee y 
Grief. n Declamat. circa Had. Fol. 312. l 
13. There are three Places allotted to 2 
Souls of the Dead, according to the Diver- - 
tity of their Merits. Hell, Purgato ory and. 
Heaven: Hell for the Wicked, Purgatory* 
for thoſe that are to be puriſied, Heaven for 
. e * the firſt cannot be de- 
| Sg liver'd.: 


G 


75 N 8 
a 
3 „ * 


. ; A _ Ben 
beer he the third want no Deliveranceg- it 


lemains therefore, that we ſhould deſcend to- 
5 the ſecond. hy Compaſſion for thoſe who Were 4 


once our Brethren in the Heſh. erm de 


guuingue Negotiat. Oar een all et. 


* * . £ I 4 
5 - * 
oh . . 
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14. He chat is in hl State ot Salvation, 
and does. n ſufciently puniſh himſelf in 
this Life, ſhall ſuffer the F — Purgatory, 
whether he will. or no. Lor m. ts: deed. Lan 
nent. - * 1 

15. The. Wie ob the Fire of. 3 


is greater than any: thing that can be borne 


in this Kife ;: And is moreover of; a langer 


Duration; and more 5 — em. 
poral Pain. Ibid. i KITTY 
16. The Pain of Purgator is auch e 


| : than any Pains which the Soul can after whilſt 


now join d to the-Fleſh. Sh. Lib. iv. Cent. 
17. If all. the Pains, Torments..and Aft: 


flictions, which can be thought of in this 


World be compared to the leaſt Pain in 


Purgatorx, they are rather. Comforts than 
otherwiſe. If any living Perſon had; expe- 


rienced. thoſe Pains he would rather be tor- 
mented without Remiſſion to the End of the 


World, with all the Pains: which Men have 
ſuffer'd from Adam ta this Day, than to 


ſuffer one Day in- * the leaſt Pain 
that is there. Epe. ad een de 1 


i Hlieron. | 


18. The Pains of Hell and Purgatory Fein 
no wiſe different, becauſe they ate the ſame 
with regard to the Violence of them, but 
in this alone, that the Pains of Heil have no 


_@A — a / / ¾—% . LE B26 


C 


19. I lo 


dhe Tribulations ot dis Life. 


of Purgatory, or deſcend into everlaſting 


yarth that. is to ſay, cleanſe mo. Soul, but © 


this Life, and. after: it will ſuffer either the 


r ber H kj; rs: 
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rgatory to be more intolerable chan 0 77 


w l 1 

We ak 33 to believe; e's no Hy 
Sin r lat up 4 Nr every Man St 1 . 
blots out his Sins by Eenance, ox. the Lord 
piouſly purifies him by his Rod in this Life, 
or he will be purged after Death in the Fire 


Eire. Lil. iv. de Auima. cap, 17 

21. There is; great Tribulation, in the Hepes: 
World, but there will be, greater in Purga- Card. 
tory, and the e all en 1 25 
Apocal. caps 7. 
22. O Lord; puniſh. me not in "ute Trnocg. 
of Purgatory, wherein there will be ſuch a 113. 
vehement Conflagration, that thou wilt ſcem.. _ 


to be epraged : Since the leaſt Pain that is in 3 vol 


Purgatory is look d upon greater than any Pain © * 
— in this Life. Sup. Pſal. xxxvii. 45 
23. If the Sinner delay to do Penance in Jaun. 
this preſent Life, he 55 be adjudged either to G 
a ſevere, and dreadful Penance in Purgatory, 
or to a fruitleſs and. horrible Repentance in 


Hell. In Prima £94; de, Pœnit. Part, iv. 
24. He that will not cultivate. his Vine- St. * 


will let it be over-run with Thorns and» 
Brambles, ſhall have his Land accurſed in 


Fire of Purgatory, or eternal Puniſhment. 
Lab. ii. de Geneſ. 


25. For two Nan the Soul departing 
om BAL ſuffers the Pains of Purga- 
2 | | tor,, 


e % 866, 


dor Either becauſe” Hie dies in Vental Sins 
or that the has not fully ſatisfied for * 
1 Puniſhment due to her Sins, and yet dies in | 
the State of Grace. Part. i. Tit. 8. cap. 1. 
S e, 25. We ought to have à true Compaſſion 
5 Mag. for the Souls in Purgatory, that God may: 
de pleaſed; to deliver them from the 


f . Paios which they fafer a. Ten, 
St. Aug 1 To Lug q 906 214 44 

St. 27. Let every Body: take Care ſo to cor- 
| * N bis Faults here, that after Death he 
| ny not be e to ſuffer the Pains of 
| . i. vera & falſa Penit! cab. 18. 


8 
18: G Eord, putify me in this Life, and 
Tender me. ſuch, — there may be no need 
of a purgi 8 Tire a Other Sep. IS. 
INS ITS ing 1 
29. nay will be p lde wich che Pains 
'F „ Tye: urgatory:. « even to the Day of Nr 
1 . 2 P/al. Vie _ wks, 
Juan 0. none of 1 gent 
27 "ay . r People ufa! 2 Fe is dag 
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